
15-Feb-22 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 FEBRUARY 2022 

 CONTENTS  
A message from Patrick 2 
Notices 3 
Local events 3 
Around the Parish 5 
Services in the Parish 8 
Thoughts of all sorts 9 
Puzzles 14 
Children’s Corner 20 
  



- 2 - 

Winkfield Parish News – February 2022 
A message from our Interim Minister: 

Second Epiphany 
Dear Friends, 
From time to time, we are blessed with people who allow themselves to 
be so set on fire by the Divine that the light they channeled from God 
remains with us for a long time.  
One may think of the likes of Billy Graham with the worldwide mass 
preaching of the Gospel greatly impacting our own nation; or Mother 
Theresa of Kolkata and her mission of care to the outcasts; or 
C.S. Lewis the atheist scholar who became an Anglican and a Christian 
apologist, or Martin Luther King, Jr. the 20th century’s most significant 
social justice proponent, or John Stott the prolific author credited with 
shaping 20th-century evangelical Christianity; or Festo Kivengere a 
most loved evangelist from Uganda, fondly named the Billy Graham of 
Africa; or Oscar Romero of El Salvador killed for his stand against 
injustice. 
The late Archbishop Desmond Mpile Tutu is in great company here as 
we mourn his passing and celebrate his life. A Nobel Prize winner, he 
was one of the fathers of modern-day South Africa. Faced with 
impossible odds of a powerful Apartheid government, he fearlessly used 
his position and pulpit to pressurise for freedom for the people of South 
Africa, especially at a time when Mandela and the other freedom 
fighters were locked up on Robben Island. He travelled the world urging 
sanctions against the cruelty of Apartheid. He daily lived with the threat 
of assassination. 
He told those who stood on the boundaries, “If you are neutral in 
situations of injustice, you have chosen the side of the oppressor. If an 
elephant has its foot on the tail of a mouse and you say that you are 
neutral, the mouse will not appreciate your neutrality.”1 
Tutu’s inspiration, as with preceding Christian lights, came from his faith 
and Sacred Scripture. This is what kept him going when he was tempted 

 
1Oxford Essential Quotations (5 ed.)  
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to give up. In Scripture he found the motivation to address Apartheid, 
and, later, the corruption creeping into the independent South Africa 
government. Through Scripture he interpreted and found meaning in 
major events that he and his country, and indeed the world, had lived 
through. His stance can be found in some of the books he wrote: No 
Future Without Forgiveness, The Book of Forgiving: The Fourfold Path for 
Healing Ourselves and Our World, The Book of Joy: Lasting Happiness in a 
Changing World, co-authored with the14th Dalai Lama. 
When lights like Tutu are dimmed it is then we inherit their 
legacies – we who have the privilege of stoking up the flames and 
scattering the ‘darknesses’ within us and around us. Christmas has just 
reminded us of the Great Light that has come into the world to scatter 
the ‘darknesses’ of fear, of bigotry, of hypocrisy and of injustices in our 
families, our churches, our society and in government. We are the 
channels for this Great Light. 
The Revd. Patrick Mukholi 

Notices 
From the Parish Registers – November/December 2021 

Baptisms  
Alfie Harrison was baptised in St Peter’s Church on 12 December 2021. 
Sylvie Alice Reeves, was baptised in St Peter’s Church on 9 January 
2022. 

Funerals and Memorial Services 

No funerals or memorial services have been reported. 

Weddings & Blessings 

None have been reported. 

Other notices and local events 
Chavey Down Women's Institute 

We have resumed our monthly meetings and the next meeting open to 
visitors will be on Monday 21 February 2022 at St Martin's Church Hall, 
commencing at 7:45pm. 
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We will be having a talk by the Chair of The Bracknell Forest Society, 
Colin Bird on ‘The Cut - A Bracknell Waterway’. 
Please do not arrive earlier than 7:30pm, as we need time to clean and 
air the hall between bookings. There is plenty of ventilation, and the Hall 
may be cold in the winter months. Please wear clothing suitable for icy 
conditions – we may even run a competition for whoever has the most 
layers!!  
Please look at our website (https://chaveydownwi.com) for the latest 
information and programme update. 
As well as our monthly meetings, we also have coffee/tea get-togethers, 
walks, garden visits, and many other outings. We also have a book club 
which currently meets once a month via zoom. New members are 
always welcome, and there is much more information available on our 
website. 
Contact the WI, either via the https://chaveydownwi.com or by 
emailing me directly. 
Alison Bird, President, (alisonsbird@gmail.com) 

Vacancy as Clerk to the Trustees of the Winkfield 
Parochial Charity 
A vacancy is arising for a clerk to the Trustees of the Winkfield Parochial 
Charity.  
Our Charity owns 11 properties in Winkfield next to St Mary’s church, 
including 8 Almshouses, Popels Hall and 2 cottages. 
The role of clerk includes liaising with our residents and tenants to 
ensure any property related issues are rectified quickly, and to ensure 
that our regular maintenance contracts are carried out effectively. The 
clerk will report to the Trustees and take minutes of our meetings, 
which occur 3 to 4 times a year. In addition, the clerk is responsible for 
maintaining the financial records of the charity (which are audited by a 
local accountant), and jointly making payments on the charity’s behalf 
with a Trustee.  
The role is flexible, mainly working from home, but will require visits to 
the charity’s premises. It is rewarding, as it enables the individual to help 
out a local charity on behalf of our residents, in addition to solving 
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property-related issues. A monthly honorary payment is available to the 
individual.  
For more details, please contact Richard Wyatt on 07522 306988 or 
email winkfieldparochialcharities@outlook.com 

Safeguarding 

The Parish safeguarding details are: 
https://www.winkfieldandcranbourne.org.uk/safeguarding.htm  
Safeguarding is part of our core faith and an integral feature of Christian 
life. Please be alert to the fact that Safeguarding concerns arise in many 
different guises, and we should always have faith to question, especially 
when something does not appear right.  
Should you have any Safeguarding concerns, please contact our Parish 
Safeguarding Officer, Mrs Camille Jeffs, via the Church Office on 
01344 882933, or email safeguarding@winkfieldandcranbourne.org.uk 
(please begin message with ‘SAFEGUARDING’). 

Around the Parish  
Bellringers Parish Mag Report December 2021 
Happy New Year from all the bell ringers! It is so good to be starting up 
again with our regular annual events!! 
The Savill Garden welcomed us back this year, and we rang Christmas 
Carols to a small but appreciative audience – such a lovely setting and 
wonderful hospitality! 
Nine Lessons and Carols was a truly special service, and the hand bells 
were pleased to be a part of it, ringing ‘Joy to the World’ and ‘Il est né le 
Divin Enfant’. 
The first ever Christmas Tree Festival was an enormous success – the 
trees all looked wonderful and the church so lovely with an array of 
different decorations from each of the different groups and individuals. 
We managed to find a huge selection of different bells for our tree. 
We were able to hold our annual bells dinner (only it was lunch this 
year!!) at the Winning Post – a really delicious meal was enjoyed by all! 
Thanks to Sue W for organising. 
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We were also able to ring our hand bells in the White Hart on Christmas 
Eve, which we missed last year due to Covid-19 restrictions, and we are 
grateful to Phil and Jean for making us so welcome and for sponsoring 
us so generously. 
For the first time that I can remember we did not ring in the New Year – 
too many ringers were not available for a variety of reasons (non Covid 
related, thank goodness). 
We would love to recruit more hand bell ringers in order to increase our 
repertoire – the only skill you need is the ability to count to four!!  
Of course, if you have any musical ability that would be a bonus. 
Whatever your skill-level, you would be warmly welcomed, any 
Wednesday evening. 
If you think tower ringing has more appeal, you are very welcome to 
have a go on Monday evenings – give Tony a ring to discuss. 
Take care and keep well, 
Jill Glennerster 
01344-884071 

Friends of St Mary’s Winkfield 

Now that the New Year has arrived, it is a good moment to look at 
where the Friends of St Mary’s stand at the beginning of 2022, their 
8th year of existence. This will be reviewed formally by the AGM.  
Over the year, one of our members has passed away, but we have a very 
supportive membership that stands at 40, not counting family members 
for family subscriptions. We have also received donations totalling more 
than £1,300, and grants of more than £2,600 from outside bodies 
particularly the Mercers Company. We made only a small grant for 
church maintenance, but we are saving to allow us to make our church 
Electrics project take off. Our bank balance increased by about £5000. 
The Friends only had one fund-raising event of its own, the very 
successful Music and Merriment concert on 4/12/21, which raised 
nearly £1,300. The leaving-collection is a good test of a concert – and 
over £300 was put into the famous green glass jar. The Friends also 
supported, without charge, four PCC or Women’s Guild events, including 
supplying a Christmas tree to the Christmas Tree Festival. The Friends 
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also host the website distribution of the Winkfield Parish News (the 
‘parish mag’ webpages are also hosted free of charge by the Friends of St 
Mary’s Winkfield). 
The Friends flyer at the Christmas Tree 
Festival, showing (right) a picture of our 
beautiful church fragmented into two pieces, 
makes the point that without support we 
could lose it forever.  
The Friends’ website https://fosmw.com 
has been very active over the last year, 
concentrating on Parish highlights and 
recent news; it has also provided figures and 
commentary on the COVID situation, posting 
new material nearly every day. The website 
supports the parish mag (as noted earlier) 
and contains a lot of information and news 
about St Mary’s and things going on around the parish. 
The Friends continue to meet to discuss the next stage for the Electrics 
project and to prepare for the AGM.  
Anthony Hodson and Lesley Philpot 

Around the Parish continues on page 9 
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Services in the Parish – February 2022 
ST MARTIN’S CHURCH Common Worship 

Date Day Time Service 

6th 5th Sunday after 
Epiphany 9.30am Family Praise 

13th 3rd Sunday before 
Lent 9.30am Family Praise 

20th 2nd Sunday before 
Lent 9.30am Family Communion 

27th Sunday next before 
Lent 9.30am Family Communion 

 

ST MARY’S CHURCH Book of Common Prayer 

Date Day Time Service 

6th 5th Sunday after 
Epiphany 10am Family Communion  

13th 3rd Sunday before 
Lent 10am Family Matins 

20th 2nd Sunday before 
Lent 

9.30am Family Praise 

11am Holy Communion  

27th Sunday next 
before Lent 

9.30am Crafty Church 

11am Morning Prayer 

 

ST PETER’S CHURCH Common Worship 

Date Day Time Service 

6th 5th Sunday after 
Epiphany 11am Family Praise  

13th 3rd Sunday before 
Lent 11am Holy Communion 
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Date Day Time Service 

20th 2nd Sunday before 
Lent 11am Morning Prayer 

27th Sunday next 
before Lent 11am Holy Communion 

NB. These services may be subject to change or cancellation 
depending on the latest government/parish guidelines 
nearer the time. 

Around the Parish – continued 
St Mary’s Choir 

Our extra singers joined us for the Nine Lessons and Carols service, and 
Luke Saint returned to rehearse and conduct the choir with Jonathan 
Holl as organist. The service was arranged and led by John Kimbell. The 
music was excellent.  
Jonathan Holl played the organ for the midnight Communion service, 
with a smaller choir taking part. We are now rehearsing for a very 
special Crafty Choral Matins on 30 January and this will be led by John 
Kimbell and accompanied on the organ by Henry Smith, to whom we 
give a warm welcome, following his excellent start as organist for the 
Sung Communion on 16 January. 
Lesley Philpot 

St Mary’s Women’s Guild 

The first ever Christmas Tree 
Festival, in memory of Doreen 
Potter, was a great success. It 
opened its doors on 18 December 
2021. 
There were 15 sponsored trees, 
some inside the church and some 
outside. And on the special 
opening day, there were several 
stalls, books, bric a brac, cakes, soft furnishings and of course a raffle. 
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Refreshments were served throughout the day: coffee/tea and mulled 
wine with mince pies.  
The video of the Family Matins Nativity and Crib service played during 
the day, and Daniel Potter, Doreen’s grandson, gave two performances 
of 'O Holy Night' by Adolphe Adam, with William Taylor accompanying. 
It was a wonderful day. The trees remained in church until 5 January.  
The Guild does not have a January meeting but did enjoy a lunch at the 
White Hart. We meet again on 1 February. 

Family Matins, Family Praise and Crafty Church. 

The Christmas trees representing these three services were very 
attractively decorated, particularly the Crafty Church Tree. As reported 
last month, all the decorations were made by the children at Crafty 
Church, and it looked wonderful. The Nativity and Crib service was 
videoed – thanks to Phil Norton – and the video ran at the Christmas 
Tree Festival.  
The story for Family Matins on 9 January was the baptism of Jesus: nine 
children took part in the telling of the story. Children also performed on 
the piano. 
Family Praise in January began by telling the story of Candlemas - 
commemorating the ritual of the purification of Mary and the birth of 
her Jesus and the presentation of Jesus in the Temple. 
The activity for Crafty Church in January has been decorating candles 
and drip-mats in readiness for the Special Crafty Choral Matins on 
January 30, when they would be taken to church and blessed. 

Thoughts of all sorts 
Four more Desmond Tutu quotes 

In addition to Revd Patrick’s quotes from Desmond Tutu I his lead article, 
here are four more that are worth pondering! 
“Do your little bit of good where you are; it’s those little bits of good put 
together that overwhelm the world.”  
“Don’t raise your voice, improve your argument. Good sense does not 
always lie with the loudest shouters, nor can we say that a large, unruly 
crowd is always the best arbiter of what is right.”  
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“Forgiving is not forgetting; it’s actually remembering – remembering 
and not using your right to hit back. It’s a second chance for a new 
beginning. And the remembering part is particularly important. 
Especially if you don’t want to repeat what happened.” 
“Differences are not intended to separate, to alienate. We are different 
precisely in order to realise our need of one another.” 

Candlemas – 2 February 2022 – a special Feast! 

With the joyous celebration of Candlemas at St Mary’s church on 
30 January, here is a brief summary to reflect on. 
This ancient feast is also known as the ‘Presentation of Christ in the 
Temple’. 
In bygone centuries, Christians said their last farewells to the Christmas 
season on Candlemas, 2 February. This is exactly 40 days after 
Christmas Day itself. 
In New Testament times 40 days old was an important age for a baby 
boy: it was when they made their first ‘public appearance’. Mary, like all 
good Jewish mothers, went to the Temple with Jesus, her first male child 
– to ‘present Him to the Lord’. At the same time, she, as a new mother, 
was ‘purified’. Thus, we have the Festival of the Presentation of Christ in 
the Temple. 
So, where does the Candlemas bit come in? Jesus is described in the 
New Testament as the Light of the World, and early Christians 
developed the tradition of lighting many candles in celebration of this 
day. The Church also fell into the custom of blessing the year’s supply of 
candles for the church on this day – hence the name, Candlemas. 
The story of how Candlemas began can be found in Luke 2:22-40. 
Simeon’s great declaration of faith, and recognition of who Jesus was, is 
of course found in the Nunc Dimittis, which is embedded in the Office of 
Evening Prayer in the West. But in medieval times, the Nunc Dimittis 
was mostly used just on this day, during the distribution of candles 
before the Eucharist. Only gradually did it win a place in the daily prayer 
life of the Church. 
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The next article, continuing the Candlemas theme, is by The Revd Michael 
Burgess who continues a series of articles on God in the Arts with a focus on 
a masterpiece by Rembrandt. The picture is reprinted by kind permission of 
the National Museum, Stockholm. 
Nunc Dimittis 
Waiting is a common human experience. Our lives are made up of 
waiting that leads to encounter, and the waiting requires patience and 
humility. Milton wrote in his blindness, “They also serve who only stand 
and wait” as he wondered what he could do for God’s kingdom now that 
his sight had gone.  
Simeon in this month’s painting of 
the ‘Presentation of Christ’ had 
been waiting. He belonged to a 
people who had been waiting for 
centuries. He was heir to the 
hopes and dreams of a nation, 
waiting for a better world now 
that the holy city was in the hands 
of Roman invaders. With his 
people he clung to the hope that 
God would come to bring 
freedom and a new life. God’s 
chosen one, the Messiah, would 
bring this about. When it came, 
there was no fanfare, no warning, 
just an ordinary family from 
faraway Nazareth in the Temple, performing the religious duties for the 
firstborn son. But the waiting led to encounter, and the sight of the new-
born child led to insight as Simeon recognised that light and salvation 
had at last come. 
Rembrandt has captured all this in his painting, ‘Simeon with the Christ 
Child in the Temple’: the faith and patience, the hope and humility of an 
old man, a priest, who takes the babe into his arms and blesses God. It 
was the artist’s last painting and left unfinished at his death in 1669. The 
figure of Mary by Simeon’s side may have been painted by another artist 
at a later stage. It is the aged priest and the new-born babe that impress 
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us as we look: Simeon with his venerable beard and eyes half closed, 
and the tiny child cradled in his strong arms, looking up intently with his 
eyes open.  
As Rembrandt painted this canvas, was he saying something about his 
own life? He had not been afraid to paint his portrait at various stages - 
at 21, at 35, at 53 - a total of 60 portraits covering the span of years.  
In this final painting the years have moved on as we see Simeon, 
mouthing ‘Nunc dimittis’ with his eyes half closed. Is the waiting over 
and the journey coming to an end, so that his eyes will fully close? Or 
will he open them to see that with the babe in his arms, God has more in 
store: the promise of a future as they step out together on a new 
journey? 

St James the Least of All 
The Revd Dr Gary Bowness continues his tongue-in-cheek letters from ‘Uncle 
Eustace’… 
On how to survive a residential conference 
The Rectory 
St James the Least 
My dear Nephew Darren 
I am glad you enjoyed your conference, but please do not be deluded 
into thinking that conferences are there to teach you anything. 
Conferences exist to provide another entry on your CV, to give you time 
off while flattering yourself that you are working, and to make the 
person leading it feel that their life is not wholly pointless. 
As it happened, I was also invited to the same one, the one entitled 
‘Learning how to say no.’ But I refused to attend, thereby proving that 
I didn’t need it anyway.  
There are certain useful points you need to learn for conferences. First, 
about half the attendees will have been together only the previous week 
attending another conference in another part of the country. They will 
be eager, enthusiastic, and overflowing with management platitudes. 
Avoid them at all costs. Should one of them say to you: ‘expect the 
unexpected’ you have my permission to strangle them. They won’t have 
expected that! 



- 14 - 

Secondly, when you are all asked to go through that ghastly process of 
introducing yourselves to everyone else, make it up. I think the last time 
I was obliged to do this, I became a butcher specialising in exporting 
offal to Saudi Arabia. All your clerical colleagues will then panic that they 
have turned up for the wrong course and the leader will make sure that 
you are not asked another single question throughout the event. Both 
outcomes are satisfying. 
Thirdly, do realise that when you are asked to divide into small 
discussion groups, it means that the conference leader has run out of 
ideas about what to do next. Do not, at all costs, volunteer to be 
chairman. It only means that when you have to report back – and if the 
leaders use the word ‘plenary’, then by all means contemplate strangling 
them also – you will be involved in sticking sheets of paper on to walls, 
which will then rip off the wallpaper when you try to remove them.  
You will also have the embarrassment of finding that every felt tip pen 
you try to use will be empty, and what you thought were the 
conclusions your group had arrived at will be volubly contradicted by all 
the other members. 
No, if you are ever obliged to attend another course, take a good book, 
enough claret to cover every evening away, and develop a debilitating 
illness that, while enabling you to attend every meal, obliges you to 
retreat to your room for the rest of the day. You will leave having 
learned as much on whatever the topic was as your colleagues, but you 
will return refreshed and eager to make the next booking. 
Your loving uncle, 
Eustace 

An interesting life Part 12: Immediate post-war life 

Story so far on https://fosmw.com/parishmag/an-interesting-life.pdf 
Before continuing with my educational process. I must touch on the 
immediate post war years, euphoric times for a war-battered Britain. In 
the previous episode, the European war came to an end in May 1945, 
and in September that year, the USA brought the war with Japan in the 
Far East to an end by the dropping of two atomic bombs. The immediate 
post-war period brought change to the career of my father Harry 
Hodson and thus to our family life. 
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After we all returned from India, my father was appointed Director of 
the Ministry of Supply’s Non-Munitions Division. When the war ended, 
he found himself with no pre-war job to which to return. The editorship 
of the Round Table magazine was available, but at less than a pre-war 
salary. He was invited to be director of the Conservative Party’s new 
policy research department, but the salary there was not good.  
My father had never been stable in his politics, and although he would 
have been useful to the Party, he preferred his own independent 
politics. In July 1945, the Labour Party under Clement Attlee had a 
landslide victory over the Conservative Party under Winston Churchill. 
This must have been the result as much of middle-class swing rather 
than reliance on normal Labour support. Probably many middle-class 
people saw a post war conservative government as attempting to 
rebuild society as it had been before the war, and this was not good 
enough. I do not know how my father voted (and he never told 
anybody), but would not be surprised if he had voted Labour in that 
election. My father later wrote that two of the best post-war prime 
ministers were Clement Attlee and Harold Macmillan. 
At this point Harry’s brother-in-law Norman Crump, who had led Harry 
to his first job on The Economist, and who was now Financial Editor of 
The Sunday Times, introduced Harry to the proprietor of The Sunday 
Times, Lord Kemsley. It was clear from the meeting that Kemsley was 
keen to enlist him, perhaps attracted by Harry’s academic record and 
public-service career, as a sort of prestige symbol for the Sunday Times. 
As a result, he was given the post of Assistant Editor supporting the 
current editor, John Hadley (then 80 years old), evidently with the 
thought that, if he was successful at the job, he would succeed Hadley, 
who was likely to retire in a couple of years, over the then deputy-editor. 
In the event, he had to wait four years before Hadley actually did retire.  
My father and mother saw that Harry, as a senior journalist in a major 
national newspaper, would have to meet and entertain many 
distinguished people and so it was desirable to live in a house that 
would be suitable for this purpose. My mother was a wonderful hostess, 
and would enjoy that part of life. (My brother Nick and I were trained by 
my mother to help with the table service at elegant dinner parties, 
although I have no direct recollection of actually doing so.) 
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My parents settled on renting 31 Tite St – quite a large house. Rentals 
were low in those days. (31 and 33 Tite St had been built as the London 
residence and studio of the American artist John Whistler, and John 
Singer Sargent later lived there.) When we were there, 33 Tite St, which 
had the studio, was occupied by the Welsh artist Augustus John. He had 
a butler who from time to time helped with my parent’s social 
occasions. He had been a waiter on transatlantic ships, and his party 
trick at parties was to come into our big reception room carrying a tray 
of full glasses on just one hand, swaying from side to side, as if at sea.  
I also remember the selection of my father’s first post-war car when 
there – a Humber SuperSnipe which served us for many years. My 
brother Nick and I had our first pets – rabbits in my case. 
This was to be our home for only two years, 1946-1948, after which my 
parents decided that they should have a house that would be well suited 
to the upbringing up of three boys, Nick aged 12, me aged 9, and Daniel 
aged 5. They chose Red Cross House, Seaview, Isle of Wight, while my 
father down-sized to a small flat in London – his office was at Grays Inn 
Road, just north of the City. Seaview will support a future episode. 
Returning to my prep-school, West Downs, following the war years in 
Blair Castle, the main target was to return to being the kind of school 
that it had been before the war, without substantial change. 
Overall, West Downs, like other leading preparatory schools, sought to 
be a reasonably efficient education machine for boys aged 8-13 who 
were to continue their education at major public schools like Eton and 
Winchester, and so it educated them for the ‘Common Entrance’ and 
scholarship exams for such schools. Its staff (some good, some not so 
good) provided the human touch that delivered the education, and 
there were very good sports opportunities, particularly when the move 
from Blair Castle to Winchester had been digested. 
The school was organised on Boy Scout principles, and these created 
Scout ‘Patrols’, competitive teams, each comprising boys younger and 
older. There were many 'Boy Scout' activities to enhance practical skills 
and achievements, and the wooded valley of the school's Melbury estate 
provided a beautiful locale for outdoor games and scouting. 
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Melbury also had an outdoor stage and audience area, and each year the 
school acted out a complete Shakespeare play - a really memorable 
experience and good dramatic training for many of the boys. 
The school motto was HBP - Honest, Brave, Pure, and this was indeed a 
set of qualities of which we were reminded and tried to fulfil, although 
I'm not sure that most of us, including myself, had much idea at the time 
of what was meant by Pure, other than just thinking good thoughts. 
Christianity was core to school values, and daily chapel services in the 
school's beautiful chapel provided an active Christian background. I was 
confirmed at the school by Bishop Lumsden Barkway in 1949, and the 
beautiful Moroccan-leather-bound bible presented to me at the time 
was inscribed by my father with 'West Downs HBP'. 
Anthony Hodson 

A footnote: Education in mid-20th Century England 

Readers of my autobiographical series will note that the idea and 
consequence of good education are not just threads but major aspects of my 
story, and, for many readers, it was not ‘like that’. It is true that education for 
working and low-income people was very patchy, and, unless you were able to 
get a place in a grammar school, for many people education stopped at 14. It 
is a worrying aspect of social history, too deep to enter into in a short note, and 
still a major public focus. 
My father’s family background was non-wealthy ‘educated middle-class 
professional’, with roots in the city of London. Professional life was fed in the 
UK by long established universities, the significantly international seats of 
learning, and high-level thinking, in traditional subjects: the ‘classics’ (Latin 
and Greek language and culture), philosophy, law, the sciences and the 
natural world, with new studies such as economics, formalised as their own 
subjects only in the 20th century. The traditional career paths were perhaps 
dominated by the Civil Service, at home and abroad, which sought highly 
educated people to run the country. Civil service intake was by demanding 
competitive examination.  
So universities, particularly Oxford and Cambridge, supported and were 
supported by these subjects, and required a Latin qualification. The so-called 
‘public schools’ provided the secondary-education support, and ‘preparatory 
schools’ fed them, starting Latin at age 8. It was almost a duty (even if 
unaffordable) to educate boys of my background by this plan. 
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Crossword Puzzle 

 
Crossword Clues & Answers 
Across 
1 ‘If you love those who love you, what — is that to you?’ (Luke 6:32) (6) 
4  ‘They threw the ship’s — overboard’ (Acts 27:19) (6) 
7  The first murderer (Genesis 4:8) (4) 
8  He was the head Levite in charge of the singing when the ark of God was 
brought back to Jerusalem (1 Chronicles 15:22) (8) 
9  Samson was noted for this (Judges 16:6) (8) 
13 Solicit money or food from passers by (Acts 3:2) (3) 
16 What William Booth’s Christian Mission became in 1878 (9,4) 
17 Alliance of Religions and Conservation (1,1,1) 
19 ‘I will praise your name for ever and ever. — — I will praise you’ (Psalm 
145:1–2) (5,3) 
24 Simon had (anag.) (8) 
25 Desperate (Deuteronomy 28:48) (4) 
26 Elisha witnessed the boy he was seeking to resuscitate do this seven times 
before opening his eyes (2 Kings 4:35) (6) 
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ACROSS: 1, Credit. 4, Tackle. 7, Cain. 8, Kenaniah. 9, Strength. 13, Beg. 16, 
Salvation Army. 17, ARC. 19, Every day. 24, Admonish. 25, Dire. 26, Sneeze. 
27, Bronze. 

DOWN: 1, Cock. 2, Epistolic. 3, Taken. 4, Tenet. 5, Cane. 6, Leave. 10, Erase. 11, 
Guide. 12, Honey. 13, Barbarian. 14, Guys. 15, Asia. 18, Rod in. 20, Voice. 21, 
Rahab. 22, Hope. 23, Mene. 

 

27 The belly and thighs of the statue in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream were made of 
this (Daniel 2:32) (6) 
Down 
1  ‘Before the — crows, you will disown me three times’ (Matthew 26:75) (4) 
2  Relating to the books of the Bible between Acts and Revelation (9) 
3  ‘They have — the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have 
put him!’ (John 20:2) (5) 
4  Belief (5) 
5  ‘Take the following fine spices: ... 250 shekels of fragrant — ’ (Exodus 30:23) 
(4) 
6  ‘Do not — Jerusalem, but wait for the gift’ (Acts 1:4) (5) 
10 A seer (anag.) (5) 
11 ‘Even there your hand will — me’ (Psalm 139:10) (5) 
12 The wild variety was part of John the Baptist’s diet (Mark 1:6) (5) 
13 A non-Greek speaker who was looked down on by civilized people 
(Colossians 3:11) (9) 
14 Famous 1950s musical whose characters included members of 
16 Across, — and Dolls (4) 
15 The province from which Paul wrote to the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 
16:19) (4) 
18 ‘He was standing in the gateway with a linen cord and a measuring — — his 
hand’ (Ezekiel 40:3) (3,2) 
20 ‘Today, if you hear his — , do not harden your hearts as you did in the 
rebellion’ (Hebrews 3:15) (5) 
21 The Jericho prostitute who hid two Israelite spies on the roof of her house 
(Hebrews 11:31) (5) 
22 ‘And now these three remain: faith, — and love. But the greatest of these is 
love’ (1 Corinthians 13:13) (4) 
23 ‘God has numbered the days of your reign and brought it to an end’ (Daniel 
5:26) (4) 

Solutions 
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Children’s Corner 
 


