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A message from Huw – ‘Unto us a boy is born’ 
My nephew is now 32, happily married, and doing well in his job. But I can still 
remember the first time I saw him, as it was one of the happiest days of my life. 
He was small, very wrinkled, with big eyes, long fingers, and his skin was a sort 
of purple-pink. When I said he looked like ET my sister burst into tears, and 
accused me of being nasty. I wasn’t; he was the most beautiful thing I’d ever seen. 

The birth of any child is a wonderful event. There is something very lovely about 
their vulnerability, and something amazing about the potential they contain. I 
remember holding my nephew and wondering what he would be when he grew 
up – a footballer, a politician, a writer, or something else. The thought that he 
might work with computers never even crossed my mind; they were still a bit of 
a novelty thirty years ago. And so it is with every baby. We have no idea what 
gifts lie hidden inside them, and they often surprise us as they grow. 

As we approach Christmas we are preparing to celebrate the birth of one very 
particular child: for Christians the most important ever born. Maybe this is why 
this festival has become so popular: we can all understand the joy of a birth, even 
if we haven’t any children of our own. The events surrounding Jesus’ arrival 
would have given his parents some clues as to what was to come. Announced by 
angels – God had a plan for him. No room at the inn and his first visitors 
shepherds – he would be a poor man, with a heart for the marginalised. A visit 
from mysterious foreigners who bring rich gifts – one day he would be listened to 
by important people around the world. 

And yet, as he grew up, I don’t think his parents could have expected what 
actually came. A life lived for the most part in obscurity, in a small village even 
locals didn’t know existed. And then, when he becomes well known, it is as 
someone who serves others, who spends his time helping those in need, 
especially those overlooked and despised by the successful. While many listen to 
him gratefully, others misunderstand and misinterpret what he does. Finally he is 
betrayed to the invading military power and put to death cruelly. 

And all of that turns out to be only the beginning! God’s plan continued with 
Jesus rising from the dead, his followers discovering he was with them always, 
and his message spreading around the world. Jesus’ birth at Christmas was the 
start of an amazing story, that peaked at Easter, and which continues to this day. 
And so, may our Christmas celebrations be happy, warm and exuberant – and 
may they be the start of something that continues throughout our lives and on 
into eternity. 

Have a very happy and blessed Christmas, Huw 
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From the Parish Registers 
Weddings & blessings 

Congratulations to the following couple, married recently at St Peter’s church: 

12 October Tim Bown & Tara Creech-Smith 

Baptisms 

Welcome to the following children, baptised into God’s church recently: 

6 October  James Gordon   St Mary’s 
13 October  Thomas Maffre   St Peter’s 

Funerals etc.  

A funeral service for the late Mr Vic Walters was held at Easthampstead 
Crematorium followed by a memorial service in St Peter’s church on Thursday 3 
October 2019. 

A funeral service for the late Mr Mark Dale was held at Easthampstead 
Crematorium on Friday 11 October 2019. 

Requiescant in pace 

Bits and Pieces 
Office opening hours: Monday-Friday 9:30am – 12noon. 

Contact info 

Church Office: c/o St Martin’s Church, Church Road,  
Chavey Down, SL5 8RR Phone: 01344 882933  
Website: www.winkfieldandcranbourne.org.uk  
email: admin@winkfieldandcranbourne.org.uk 

If you are arranging an event, please contact Alison Burt in the Church Office, so 
that it can be noted in the Church diary and mentioned on the website. Alison will 
endeavour to keep track of activities and timings etc. You may view event details 
on the website given above. 

Prayers are held every week at 9:15am on:  

 Monday at St Peter's 
 Tuesday at St Martin's 

 Wednesday at St Mary's 
 Thursday at St Martin's  

For further details please contact the church office. All are welcome to attend. 

The Parish Mag is going Bi-monthly!! 

The PCC has decided that in future the Parish Mag will be bi-monthly, with 6 
issues (not 10) per year. This is due to increasing difficulty in finding resources for 
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printing, collation and distribution. So, after the Dec/Jan issue, the next will be 
Feb/Mar, Apr/May, Jun/Jul, Aug/Sep, Oct/Nov etc. Note that the summer holiday 
version is different to what it has been in the past (Jul/Aug). 

The online version of each parish mag edition on www.fosmw.com/parishmag 
will be available without change from the printed version. However, the editors 
will continue to publicise urgent matters and show flyers for local events on the 
webpage. 

Parish Mag compilation & collation c/o www.fosmw.com 

The collation date for the February/March parish mag is Friday 31 January 
2020. The deadline for articles etc. for the February/March parish mag is Friday 
10 January 2020. 

If any one would like to come and help us with the Parish Mag collation for an 
hour or so, please contact Margaret Smith (Tel: 01344 882433 or mobile: 
07709 285291 or email margaret@rosie25.plus.com). We also need someone to 
help manage the distribution of the printed magazine: please contact the church 
office at the contact details above. 

The online colour-edition of the parish mag is at www.fosmw.com/parishmag/  
Do view posters published in that web page and also on www.fosmw.com 
Material for the online edition can arrive at any time. 

Events, Notices and Dates for your Diaries 
Music and Merriment’ Concert – 7 December 
With rehearsals already started, our concert provides a wonderful way to start 
the Christmas season. Do plan to be there for another great occasion. You can get 
tickets from Marian Stevens (Tel. 01344 882918) or online – www.fosmw.com 

Both adult and junior choirs will be putting on heart-warming seasonal music, 
starting as ever with the children processing up the darkened church with 
glowsticks, singing the traditional ‘Once in royal David’s city’. Then follow a 
wealth of diverse items, including performances by our choirs – comprising 
singers young and old. While sticking very much to  the Christmas theme, there 
will be merry items to entertain and high talent both young and mature to please 
and to admire . Our handbell ringers will perform their magic, and at the halfway 
stage, mulled wine and mince pies will be produced, before we progress to 
another fantastic set of performances, ending up with the glorious ‘Hallelujah 
Chorus’, under the expert baton of Jonathan Holl. 
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The children’s choir starts its concert item with a lively, jazzy Christmas song: 
‘Something special is happening in the stable tonight.’ Do enjoy our own 
‘something special’ – it will be a terrific evening for everybody! 

This is a fundraising event. All proceeds go to the Benefice to assist in the 
maintenance and preservation of St Mary’s church, as part of the work-activities 
of the Friends of St Mary’s Winkfield (see www.fosmw.com) 

Music and Merriment Flyer 
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Carols & Candlelight – Winkfield & Cranbourne Benefice 

Our afternoon family Carols & Candlelight services have become incredibly 
popular in recent years, particularly the ones held at St Mary’s Church. 

In order to make the experience safer and more comfortable we will be holding 
the following services:  

Carols & Candlelight on Christmas Eve 2019: 

 2. pm – St Mary’s Church, Winkfield  
 3:30pm – St Mary’s Church, Winkfield  
 4pm – St Peter’s Church, Cranbourne 

Entry to these services will be ‘by ticket’ only. Tickets are free of charge. 

Order forms will be available in all three churches or can be downloaded from the 
Parish website www.winkfieldandcranbourne.org.uk. 

NB. Tickets to be posted no later than Friday 13 December.   

Please send your completed order form with a stamped addressed envelope to 
the church office - tickets will be issued on a 'first come - first served' basis. Sorry, 
phone and email bookings to the church office will NOT be accepted. 

Electoral Roll – 2020 

A review of the Electoral Roll will take place in February next year before it is 
published at the beginning of March. This must be done before the Annual 
Parochial Church Meeting on March 19th 2020. 

People who are on the current Roll do not need to re-apply. Their names will be 
carried forward to 2020. 

Anyone not on the 2019 Roll but wishing to have their name added for 2020 
should request an application form from the Church Office or from me, Marian 
Stevens on 01344 882918 or anthony.locksride@btinternet .com.  

Before applying, please consider whether it is necessary for your name to be on 
the Roll. Not every parishioner needs to have their name included. You can still 
attend church and take part in church activities, where you will be made very 
welcome.  

Only those who have a particular job in the church or who may be seeking entry 
for a child to Ranelagh School need to be on the Roll. The more the number of 
people on our Roll the bigger the Parish Share that we have to pay to the Oxford 
Diocese. So please do not register unless you have to. And if you are on the Roll 
now and do not need to be, please ask me to take you off! 
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If you would like any more information on this, or you no longer wish to be 
included on the Roll, please ring me or email me on the above numbers.  

With thanks and best wishes, 

Marian Stevens, Electoral Roll Officer. 

Fundraising concert for  Sebastian’s Action Trust 14/12/19 

As the nights draw in, Sing Healthy community choirs in Bracknell and 
Wokingham are already well into their Christmas rehearsals. It’s one of the 
busiest times of the year for the singers, who get asked to perform at many 
events, from local carolling to established festival days at Windsor Castle. 

Of all their festive events, the one that perhaps best demonstrates the inclusive 
spirit of the 
organisation is the 
annual Christmas 
Concert, held at St 
Crispin’s, 
Wokingham. Every 
year, the combined 
forces of the choirs 
come together with 
regular collaborators 
Ascot Brass, where 
they are joined by the 
young singers of St 
Michael’s 
Easthampstead School 
Choir and the 
enthusiastic members 
of the Sing Healthy CLASP choir. 

The choirs raise money for local causes throughout the year, donating nearly 
£600 to their nominated Christmas charity Berkshire Lowland Search & Rescue 
in 2018. The choir members take a direct role in the selection of the charity they 
support. This year, the Christmas Concert will raise money for Crowthorne-
based charity Sebastian’s Action Trust, which supports families of seriously-ill 
children. 

The concert, this year held on Saturday 14th December at 7.30pm, will include 
many winter classics. As 2019 marks the bicentenary of Queen Victoria and 
Prince Albert’s birth, the choirs have also taken the opportunity to explore some 
lesser known works from the Victoria era. Concertgoers can expect festive 
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favourites, audience carols and dazzling brass. Tickets will be available online at 
singhealthy.co.uk/tickets or at the door. 

Woodley Concert Band concert 15/12/19 

The band’s popular Christmas concert will take place at 2:30pm (matinee) and 
7:30pm at the theatre of Reddam House School, Sindlesham, RG41 5BG 

(formerly Bearwood College). Attend the concert for a fabulously festive 
Christmas occasion with carols piled high, sumptuous singalongs and lashings of 
favourite Christmas songs – not to be missed! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tickets for the matinee are £10 and free for Under 16’s.  For the evening 
performance, they are £12 or £10 concessions.  Contact the box office line 0870 
321 2186, or online at www.ticketsource.co.uk/wcb (do not use online if you have 
any special needs). 

The Woodley Concert Band recently won the local heat for National Concert Band 
Festival at Kneller Hall on 3 November, gaining a Platinum Award that should 
take them to the National Finals in 2020.  The Music and Merriment concerts 
have benefited from musicians from the WCB over the last 9 years, including the 
5Ts Brass quintet led by Len Tyler, tuba player and ex-military master-musician. 

Chavey Down Women’s Institute  

Our Christmas party is to take place on Monday 16 December. This event is 
always most enjoyable, with visitors from other institutes. At our party this year 
Kitty Mazinsky will be singing songs from the 50 and 60s. 

Our first meeting of 2020 will be on Monday 20 January. Our speaker will be 
Colin Bird of Bracknell Forest Society, talking on ‘The Brickworks of Bracknell’. 
So if you are interested then do come along and join us, where a warm welcome 
awaits you. 

In the meantime on behalf of the committee and members of Chavey Down WI 
we wish you all a very Happy Christmas and every good wish for 2020. 
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Janey Bethune-Williams 883854 

Become a Trustee – Winkfield Parochial Charities 

Winkfield Parochial Charities have been providing Almshouse accommodation in 
the Parish for over a hundred years. We currently have a vacancy for a new 
trustee.  

We maintain 8 Almshouse flats near to St Mary’s Church for  retired women who 
have limited financial means and wish to live independently. We also look after 
Popel’s Hall, together with 2 rented cottages. Our volunteer Trustees manage this 
portfolio of properties with the help of their Clerk. 

The Charities are self-financing so there is no fund raising activity. Your 
commitment would be to attend a meeting every 3 months, on a weekday 
evening, and to work with the other Trustees and Clerk in carrying out the 
actions agreed at these meetings.  

If you feel you could assist and would like more information, please call 
Richard Wyatt on 07522 306988 or email him at 
winkfieldparochialcharities@outlook.com 

JUNIOR SCHOOL APPLICATIONS FOR SEPTEMBER 2020 
INTAKE (for the Benefice of Winkfield and Cranbourne) 

The remaining Junior School Verification Surgeries for September 2020 intake 
are to be held at the Church Office, by appointment only, from 10am to 12noon 
on the following dates: 

1. Tuesday 3rd December 2019 
2. Saturday 7th December 2019 
3. Tuesday 10th December 2019 

Please email the Church Office at admin@winkfieldandcranbourne.org.uk 
(telephone bookings will not be accepted) to book an appointment.  If you have 
any queries or comments, please get in touch with the Church Office. 

Winkfield and North Ascot Good Neighbours Scheme 

We are always looking for people to join us as drivers. If you have some spare 
time, are patient, caring and in good health, you could volunteer and make a big 
difference to local people. Interested? Please contact Lynne Wilkes on 
01344 884947 or email to lynnebobben@btinternet.com 

See also our flyer on the parish mag website www.fosmw.com/parishmag 
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SERVICES ACROSS THE BENEFICE – DECEMBER 2019 
Key for December’s Christmas services 

 – the collection is to be shared with the Church and the Children’s Society. 

^ – please bring a new toy for a child or toiletries for an adult and Christmas 
biscuits or sweets for the Foodbank. 

 – followed by Communion by Extension at 10.45am. 

 - followed by Said Communion at 11.45am. 

 – entry by ticket only available from www.winkfieldandcranbourne.org.uk 

St Mary’s, Winkfield – December 2019 

Date Day Time Service 

1 1st Sunday of Advent 
10am Family Communion 

11:45pm Holy Baptisms 

8 2nd Sunday of Advent 
8am Holy Communion (BCP) 

10am Family Matins - Nativity and 
Crib  

15 3rd Sunday of Advent 
9:30am Family Praise  

11am Holy Communion 

22 4th Sunday of Advent 

8am Holy Communion (BCP) 

9:30am Messy Church 

No 11am service at St Mary’s today. 

3:30pm 9 Lessons & Carols 

24 Christmas Eve 
2pm Carols & Candlelight  

3:30pm Carols & Candlelight  

11:30pm Holy Communion (BCP) 

25 Christmas Day 11am Christmas Matins  

29 1st Sunday after 
Christmas 

No 9:30am or 11am services in this weekend.  
Please join the 8am Holy Communion (BCP) 
service at St Peter’s. 

St Martin’s, Chavey Down – December 2019 

Date Day Time Service 

1 1st Sunday of Advent 9:30am Family/All Together  ̂   
8 2nd Sunday of Advent 9:30am Holy Communion 
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Date Day Time Service 

14 Saturday 5pm Chavey Down Carols 

15 3rd Sunday of Advent 9:30am Morning Prayer 

22 4th Sunday of Advent 9:30am Lessons & Carols Service 

24 Christmas Eve 6pm Holy Communion – All Together 

25 Christmas Day 9:30am Holy Communion – All Together 

29 1st Sunday of Christmas 
No services in church today. Please join the 
8am Holy Communion (BCP) service at St 
Peter’s. 

St Peter’s, Cranbourne – December 2019 

Date Day Time Service 

1 1st Sunday of Advent 
8am Holy Communion (BCP) 

11am SPATS/All Age  ̂  

8 2nd Sunday of Advent 
11am Holy Communion 

12:45pm  Holy Baptisms 

15 3rd Sunday of Advent 
8am Holy Communion (BCP) 

11am Morning Prayer 

22 4th Sunday of Advent 11am Lessons & Carol Service 

24 Christmas Eve 
4pm Carols & Candlelight 

8pm Communion by Candlelight 

25 Christmas Day 10am SPATS/All Age  

29 
The Sunday after 
Christmas Day 

8am Holy Communion (BCP) 

No 11am service in church today. 

Flowers & Cleaning Rotas December 2019 
St Mary’s – December 2019 

Dates Flowers 

6 and 13 December Jane Hodgson and Anna Clayton 
ADVENT Memorial 

20 and 27 
December 

Table only - Penny Cardwell, Lyla Heighes and 
Church Flower Arrangers  
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St Martin’s – December 2019 

Dates Flowers Cleaning 

1 December Phillips/Logan Mrs Paramor 

8 December Phillips/Logan Mrs Crane 

15 December ALL FLOWER ARRANGERS for 
Lessons and Carols 

Mrs Dickinson 

22 December ALL FLOWER ARRANGERS  Mrs Paramor 

24 December ALL FLOWER ARRANGERS for 
Christmas Eve 

Mrs Crane 

25 December ALL FLOWER ARRANGERS for 
Christmas Day 

Mrs Crane 

29 December Bunker/Smith Mrs Paramor 

SERVICES ACROSS THE BENEFICE – JANUARY 2020 
St Mary’s, Winkfield – January 2020 

Date Day Time Service 

5 The Epiphany 10am Family Communion 
11:45am Holy Baptisms 

12 
The First Sunday after 
the Epiphany 

8am Holy Communion (BCP) 
10am Family Matins 

19 
The Second Sunday 
after the Epiphany 

9:30am Family Praise 

11am Holy Communion (BCP) 

26 
the Third Sunday after 
the Epiphany 

8am Holy Communion (BCP) 
9:30am Messy Church 
11am Morning Prayer 

St Martin’s, Chavey Down – January 2020 

Date Day Time Service 

5  The Epiphany 9:30am All Together 

12  The Baptism of Christ 9:30am Holy Communion 

19 
2nd Sunday of Epiphany 
Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity 

9:30am Morning Prayer 
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26 3rd Sunday of Epiphany 9:30am Holy Communion 

St Peter’s, Cranbourne – January 2020 

Date Day Time Service 

5 The Epiphany 
8am Holy Communion (BCP) 

11am SPATS – All Together 

12 The Baptism of Christ 
11am Holy Communion 

12:45pm Holy Baptism 

19 
2nd Sunday of Epiphany 
Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity 

8am Holy Communion (BCP) 

11am Morning Prayer 

26 3rd Sunday of Epiphany 11am Holy Communion (BCP) 

Flowers & Cleaning Rotas January 2020 
St Mary’s – January 2020 

Dates Flowers 

3 and 10 January Arabella Cameron and Doreen Potter 

17 and 24 January Jane Hodgson and Anna Clayton 

31 January Esther Bond and Doreen Potter  

7 February Esther Bond and Doreen Potter  

St Martin’s – January 2020 

Dates Flowers Cleaning 

5 January Bunker/Smith Mrs Paramor 

12 January Stockdale/Elliott Mrs Luff 

19 January Stockdale/Elliott Mrs Jenkins 

26 January H. Atkinson Mrs Jenkins 

What’s on in December 2019 / January 2020 
NB. All content in these lists may be subject to change without notice. 

Special events – December 2019 

Day Dec Event Time/place 

Tues 3 Primary School Verification 
Signing Surgery 

10am at the church by appointment only - see 
page 8. 
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Day Dec Event Time/place 

Sat 7 Primary School Verification 
Signing Surgery 

10am at the church by appointment only - see 
page 8 

Sat 7 Music and Merriment Concert 7:30pm at St Mary’s church  See page 3 

Tues 10 Primary School Verification 
Signing Surgery 

10am at the church by appointment only - see 
page  

Sat 14 Chavey Down Village 
Carol service 

5pm at St Martins. See page 
19Error! Bookmark not defined. 

Sat 14 Fundraising concert for 
Sebastian’s Action Trust  

5pm at St Crispins 

Sun 15 Woodley Concert Band 
Christmas Concert 

2:30pm (matinee) and 7:30pm at 
Reddam House theatre.  See p7 

 24 Carols & Candlelight on Christmas Eve 
 2. pm – St Mary’s Church, Winkfield  
3:30pm – St Mary’s Church, Winkfield  
4pm – St Peter’s Church, Cranbourne 

Special events – January 2020 

Day Jan Event Time/place 

Fri 10 Deadline for Feb/March parish mag 

Fri 31 Collation for Feb/Mar parish mag 

Regular events (see also www.fosmw.com/parishmag) 

Day Event 

Mondays not 
including Bank 
Holidays 

Ascot Bridge Club – Chavey Down, Ascot. For more 
information please call David Calcutt on 886412, or visit the 
web site www.ascotbridge.org.uk 

Pilates with Amanda Mann at St Martin’s Church from 
9:30-10:30am & 10:45-11:45am. Visit the website: 
www.amandamann.uk.com or email 
info@amandamann.uk.com or call Amanda on 07767 816499 

Ballet With Victoria Lyons at St Peters Hall. For more 
information call 638538. 

Ascot Yoga 7:45-9pm at Carnation hall. Visit 
www.AscotFitness.co.uk for more info or contact Flo Young 
on 07711 077038 or email Flo@AscotFitness.co.uk 
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Day Event 

2nd Monday of 
the month 

Whist Drive at 7:30pm in the White Hart, Church Road, 
SL4 4SE 

Tuesdays Short Mat Bowls at Carnation Hall at 7pm. For more 
information please ring 882137 or 301158  

1st Tuesday of 
the month  

St Mary’s Women’s Guild meeting at 2:30pm, now always at 
St Mary’s church. 

Wednesdays  

EXTEND – fun, fitness & movement classes for the over-60s. 
10:30-11:30am at St Martin’s Church Hall, SL5 8RR. Please 
contact Elizabeth Wright AISTID tel: 883078 or email: 
lizziewright25@hotmail.com 

Social Dancing for over 50s with Ballroom Dancing and Line 
Dancing at 1:30pm-3:30pm at Coopers Hill Hall next to 
Bracknell Station. £2.50. Phone Lynda on tel no: 01344 
451878. 

Zumba gold class at St Peter’s church hall 7-8pm 

Chavey Down Association Bingo Club at St Martin’s Hall 
(fortnightly) at 8pm contact Monica or David on 884348. 

The NOMADS Table Tennis Club at Carnation Hall, For more 
information contact Mike on 773939. 

Pilates classes at Carnation Hall: Contact Rebecca on 
07748 603145 or email: pilatesascot@btinternet.com or visit 
www.pilatesascot.co.uk. 

Soft Furnishing/Dressmaking Courses on Wednesdays. Day 
and evening courses. Places available. Please contact Sally Beer 
on tel no: 01344 882528 for further details, the venue 
schedule and timings. 

2nd Wednesday 
of the month 

Ascot Horticultural Society meets at 7:45pm in King Edward’s 
Hall, North Ascot (unless otherwise stated). All welcome. 
Admission: members £1 and visitors £2.50. Details on 
www.ascothorticulturalsociety.org.uk or call Peter Cleare on 
01344 622086. 

2nd and 4th 
Wednesday of 
the month 

Ascot Speakers meet at The Parks Community Centre, 
8-10 Nicholson Park, Bracknell RG12 9QN from 7:30- 9:45pm. 
Visit: Ascot Speakers: www.ascotspeakers.org.uk and 
Toastmasters International: www.toastmasters.org 



– 15 – 

Day Event 

Thursdays 

CHAT & CRAFT – now including Scrabble and Bridge. 
Between 2 and 4pm at St Peters Church. Entry £1. Open to all. 
Finish that project, enjoy a good game, or just come for a 
cuppa and chat. For more information please contact Anne 
Crewe on 01344 885091 or email: annecrewe83@gmail.com 

The Carnation Badminton Club plays on Thursdays at 
Carnation Hall, 8-10pm. New members welcome. 

CLUBBERCISE Dance Fitness class at Carnation Hall 7-8pm, 
For more info, please see www.Ascot Fitness.co.uk or contact 
Flo Young on 07711077038 or Flo@AscotFitness.co.uk 

Events, Notices and Dates for your Diaries (cont.) 
Sing Fauré’s Requiem in Wokingham with Singhealthy 

Come and join a friendly community choir to sing Fauré's Requiem in 2020! It is 
open to all – no auditions – try something new! 

Singhealthy Wokingham are embarking on a major new community choir 
project, performing Fauré’s exquisite Requiem in a concert performance with 
Berkshire Maestros' chamber orchestra Camerata on 14 March 2020. Rehearsals 
for this project started in July, and will run in the autumn term and the New Year. 
Our choirs are open to all, and this is a rare opportunity to sing this beautiful 
work with lots of other friendly singers, accompanied by some of the finest young 
musicians in the county. 

Rehearsals run from 1 July 2019 onwards, at 7:45pm on Monday evenings in The 
Bradbury Centre, Wokingham RG40 1XS. We welcome anyone who would be 
interested to come and join us – you can turn up on rehearsal days, or get in 
touch via our website https://www.singhealthy.co.uk/contact-us/ 

News from around the Parish 
Bell Ringers report November 2019 

The evening service for Harvest Festival was a very special occasion – the church 
was beautifully decorated and the service was lovely! 

This was followed by a delicious meal in Popels Hall – thanks to Moira (and team) 
for all the cooking. 

As always the entertainment was excellent – hand bells, a spoken fugue, a poem, 
an action song, a squeeze box medley and all ending with communal singing! 

A definite for the diary next year – do come and join in the fun! 
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Another lovely service for us was the annual Guildford Handbell Festival Service 
at this beautiful Cathedral. It poured with rain almost all day which made the 
unloading and loading of bells and equipment a challenge but somehow it all 
happened. 

Another date for the diary next year, if you can make it, when it will be held on 20 
June – more hope for good weather!! 

The hand bell ringers are busy practicing for  our contributions to upcoming 
events. For the first time we will be ringing at the Remembrance Day Service 
which is an enormous privilege and pleasure. [The ringers made a great 
contribution to a well-attended and very moving service. Eds.] 

The tower bells will be rung before the service, as usual, but they will be half 
muffled and that makes for interesting listening. 

We are ringing at the Music and Merriment evening on 7 December and I am 
sure it will be a wonderful evening of music and entertainment – do come along, 
it is always such a fabulous evening. 

As previously said it would be lovely if we could ring before the 9:30am service 
each week but to achieve this we need to recruit more ringers, ideally from those 
attending this service.  Come along and have a go. 

We could also welcome new hand bell ringers – do come and join us. 

Please contact any of the bell ringers for tickets to attend our ever popular annual 
quiz night on February 29th next year. 

Jill Glennerster 01344-884071 

Friends of St Mary's Winkfield www.fosmw.com 

Our next big event is the annual Music and Merriment Christmas concert on at 
7:30pm on 7 December at St Mary’s church. Junior Concert Choir rehearsals have 
started, with some very encouraging singing from the young people, and all other 
plans are well advanced. 

Tickets are on sale on line or from Margaret-Anne Hodson or Marian Stevens at 
St Mary’s church. They cost £13 (£6 for children under 13).  The online ticketing 
accepts credit or debit cards (go to www.fosmw.com and press the [M&M 
concert Tickets Online button]) and we charge no booking fees. It is increasingly 
popular, with more than £340 of sales at the time of writing. 

All proceeds go to the Benefice to assist in the maintenance of St Mary’s church. 

The AGM for 2020 will take probably take place on February 21 at 8pm. 
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Once again many thanks to those who have recently joined FOSMW. We still 
have lots to do the help the church.   If you haven’t yet joined then please consider 
doing so. Application forms available in the Church and online. 

Lesley Philpot 
Chairman 

St Mary's Choir 

Rehearsals for St Mary’s Choir take place before the services, at 9:20am on 1st and 
2nd Sundays and 10:20am on 3rd, 4th and 5th Sundays. 

Members of the choir with several of our extra singers took part in the Harvest 
Evening Service before the Harvest supper.  This was well received. 

The choir for the excellent Remembrance Sunday service also included some of 
our extra singers.   

Members are preparing for the service of Nine Lessons and Carols to take place 
on Sunday 22 December at 3:30pm. 

If anyone would like to join the choir please contact Lesley Philpot, 
lesleyphilpot50@gmail.com or 01344 427561 

St Mary’s Women’s Guild – November meeting 

There was no speaker at the November meeting and members had a general 
discussion about future fund raising.  It was thought that another Open House 
with the addition of a couple of stalls might be popular.  Judy Warren offered to 
host this although the date has not yet been decided.  The May Day Fair, at which 
the Church was represented this year, is on the recently announced Friday Bank 
Holiday in 2020 and will be in honour of the 75th Anniversary of VE Day and 
members were asked to think about a suitable stall. 

Jean Brown and Lesley Philpot had visited Joy Randall, Guild member who has 
recently moved into Mountbatten Grange Care Home, and reported how well 
cared for she looked.  She was in good spirits and was taken to St George’s Chapel 
regularly which she just loved. 

Tickets for the Music and Merriment concert were sold and arrangements for the 
dressing of the Christmas tree were agreed. 

The meeting ended with the Grace. 

Lesley Philpot, President 
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Thoughts of all sorts 
St James the Least of All   

The Rev Dr Gary Bowness continues his tongue-in-cheek letters from ‘Uncle 
Eustace’… 

On the best ways for a vicar to disrupt Christmas 

My dear Nephew Darren 

I am sorry I was not alive during that wonderful four-year period when Oliver 
Cromwell abolished Christmas.  Just think! No Christmas parties, no carol 
services, no cards to send ,or last-minute shopping. That man was a hero. 

Planning for Christmas at St James’ normally starts on 2nd January. By Easter, 
the flowers for church have been colour coordinated, the seating plans and table 
decorations for the Christmas party have been allocated (with nominated 
reserves in case someone should inconveniently die in the intervening eight 
months). Long before Summer is over, the tree lights have been tested, music for 
the 9 Lessons and Carols Service has been chosen and the service sheets printed. 
Way before the dark nights set in, car parking attendants will have been found, 
those who are to light all the candles will have been rehearsed to perfection and 
the brass lectern has had its annual polish. 

We do not do spontaneity at St James the Least of All. If ever there was a service 
when time for something unexpected was allowed, its place would be announced 
in the order of service, how long it would happen unexpectedly would have been 
decided by a committee and who was to be spontaneous would have been 
allocated on a rota. 

The one person none of these well-meaning, efficient, committed organisers can 
control is the Rector. You could call it a staff perk. 

Carols will (accidentally, of course) be announced in the wrong order; if verse 3 
was to be omitted, I announce it will be verse 4. This keeps the organist on his 
toes while the choir hovers on the point of a collective nervous breakdown. At the 
Christmas supper, my introductory welcome speech and extensive grace make 
those in the kitchen wonder if the vegetables being boiled should better be served 
as thick soup.  

I offer the helpful suggestion that the tree, having been installed and decorated in 
the chancel, may perhaps look better in the sanctuary and I turn all the heating 
off throughout the season, explaining that it will help the flowers to last.  All 
Services will start five minutes early (was my watch rather fast?) so I can look 
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disapprovingly at those still coming in while we are singing the first carol and 
making it clear that I think they had spent too long in the pub next door. 

And so we all reach Christmas morning, with 12 months of planning having gone 
yet again slightly awry, with parishioners exhausted and I exhilarated at the 
chaos that has been created with such ease. Mr Cromwell, your spirit lives on. 

Your loving uncle, 

Eustace  

Chavey Down Village Carol Service 
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Children’s Corner 
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