
– 1 – 

A message from Huw – May 2019 
Shazam! 

A few days ago, I gave myself a night off and went to see Shazam!. In case you’ve 
missed all the hype, this is a new take on an old superhero (he was created in 
1939, and during the 40s was more popular than Superman). What makes this 
hero distinct is that his alter ego, Billy Batson, is only 12 (14 in the film) yet 
transforms into an adult with superpowers when he says the magic word, 
“Shazam”. The star of the film, Zachary Levi, does an impressive job of portraying 
a boy who is suddenly in a man’s body – and has amazing abilities as well. Does 
he rush off to be a hero? No, he has fun with his gifts, spends time laughing with 
his best mate, and shows off to crowds.  

This is a funny, relaxing, feel good film, which I can recommend heartily to 
anyone who wants to let their inner child have a bit of fun. But it also set me 
wondering about what it means to be a child. And that’s an important question 
for Christians, since Jesus said, “Unless you change and become like children you 
will not enter the Kingdom of Heaven” (Matthew 18.3). Commentators have 
speculated about what he meant by this, with many thinking it refers to 
innocence. Maybe I’m cynical but, as an ex-teacher, I’m sceptical about this. Left 
to themselves kids can be quite unpleasant to one another; there’s a reason why 
all schools have anti-bullying policies. Others have talked about honesty, humility, 
contentment or simplicity. All of these are admirable qualities, but they don’t 
seem to me to go to the heart of being a child. 

Before you write me off as a grumpy old man (and there’s plenty of evidence to 
support that view, to be fair) let me give you another view. One of the things I 
love to see is the way that almost any problem a child has can be solved by a 
cuddle or a kiss from mum or dad. A crying toddler is the most striking example, 
but even hardened teenagers, who are desperate to look cool, can sometimes turn 
up for a quiet hug when they’re upset. Somehow that special attention from dad 
or mum can put the world to rights again. 

It seems to me that this is the sort of relationship God wants us to have with him. 
Not a helpless passivity that never does anything, but a lively turning back to him 
for strength whenever we need it. A good parent is not over protective, but 
encourages their offspring to become independent. The hardest thing to do, 
looking on from the outside, is to stand back and let your progeny make mistakes 
– knowing that if you always step in they will never grow up. And yet you can still 
be there to support and encourage when they have fallen flat on their faces, 
literally or metaphorically. 
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Unlike films, in real life we don’t get magical talents that allow us to fly over 
problems, or shatter them with one mighty blow. And having a faith isn’t 
protection from the rough bits of life. However, it does mean we can turn back to 
God, again and again, and find in him renewed strength to keep on going. Even if 
our own parents weren’t perfect – and whose were? – God will always be there 
for us. So let’s become like children, and enjoy his company. 

God bless, 

Huw 
From the Parish Registers 

Baptisms  

Welcome to the following child, welcomed into God’s Church recently 
3 March  Indie Ayres 
Funerals and interments  

A funeral service for the late Mr Graham Henry Bish was held at Easthampstead 
Park Crematorium on Monday 4 March 2019. 

An Interment of Ashes was carried out for the late Mr Andrew Haig Pyne at St 
Mary’s Church on Wednesday 6th March. 

A funeral service for the late Mrs Dorothy Annetts was held at St Mary’s Church 
followed by a Committal at Easthampstead Park Crematorium on Tuesday 
12 March. 

A funeral service for the late baby; Annabel Grace Das was held at Easthampstead 
Park Crematorium on Wednesday 27 March 2019. 

Requiescant in pace 

Bits and Pieces 
Office opening hours  

Monday-Friday 9:30am – 12noon. 

Contact info 

Church Office: c/o St Martin’s Church, Church Road,  
Chavey Down, SL5 8RR Phone: 01344 882933  
Website: www.winkfieldandcranbourne.org.uk  
email: admin@winkfieldandcranbourne.org.uk 

If you are arranging an event, please contact Alison Burt in the Church Office, so 
that it can be noted in the Church diary and mentioned on the website. Alison will  
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May Day poster   
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endeavour to keep track of activities and timings etc. You may view event details 
on the website given above. 

Prayers are held every week at 9:15am on:  

 Monday at St Peter's 
 Tuesday at St Martin's 

 Wednesday at St Mary's 
 Thursday at St Martin's  

For further details please contact the church office. All are welcome to attend. 

Parish Mag compilation & collation c/o www.fosmw.com 

The collation date for the June Parish Mag is Friday 24 May 2019 The deadline 
for articles etc. is Friday 10 May 2019. 

If any one would like to come and help us with the Parish Mag collation for an 
hour or so, please contact Margaret Smith (Tel: 01344 882433 or mobile: 
07709 285291 or email margaret@rosie25.plus.com). We also need someone to 
help manage the distribution of the printed magazine: please contact the church 
office at the contact details above. 

The online colour-edition of the parish mag is at www.fosmw.com/parishmag/ 

Events, Notices and Dates for your Diaries 
Parish Magazine Production volunteer opportunity 

The Parish Magazine production team needs at least two more volunteers, one 
printer and one collating machine operator. 

Do not be nervous or shy, it is no more technical than operating a photocopier! 
Please phone Adrian on 01344 883330. 

Winkfield Row May Day Fair 

For a free family fun day out come along to the Winkfield Row May Day Fair, a 
traditional friendly village fair on Bank Holiday Monday 6 May from 12-4pm at 
Carnation Hall, Chavey Down Road. See our poster on page May Day poster3. 

There will be a large variety of stalls including: 

 plants from the Ascot Horticultural Society,  
 home-baking and preserves,  
 beauty products,  
 jewellery, toys etc,  
 children's games,  
 Basil & Crew pet corner,  
 fairground rides,  
 entertainment from local community groups,  
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 Pimm's, BBQ & other refreshments by Cranbourne School PTA and 
Winkfield Church.  

Nearer the end of the afternoon, a raffle will take place with great prizes including 
4 Ball Golf at Mill Ride and tickets to Ascot racecourse.  

This year all surplus proceeds will be split between Winkfield St Mary’s Primary 
School and Cranbourne Primary School, who have been involved with the fair for 
many years.  

Parking is available at the public car park at King George V playing field – and 
please be considerate to local residents when parking! There are bike racks at 
Carnation Hall if you prefer to cycle, and also some disabled car park bays at 
Carnation Hall.  

You can find all the details of the event at www.facebook.com/winkfieldrowfair. 

Chavey Down Women’s Institute  

As always we will be having a plant, produce and cake stall at the May Day fair at 
Carnation Hall on the May Day Bank Holiday Monday 6 May. 

So please do come and support us. 

Our monthly meeting will take place on Monday 20 May in St Martins Church 
Hall at 7:45pm. This is our ‘Resolutions’ meeting at which resolutions will be 
discussed.  

After this, Mr Nelson will give a talk about the HM customs and their work. 

New members are always most welcome to come along and join us, especially 
now as it is the beginning of our year. 

Janey Bethune-Williams    883854 

Chavey Down Annual Outing 

This year we are going to Weymouth on Thursday 27th June, leaving Scotts 
Mews at 9am and picking up at Locks Ride about 9:15am, and arriving back at 
about 8:30pm. 

Fares this year are: 

 CDA members [2 years]  FREE 
 Bingo members   £10.00 
 Any others:   £16.00 

Please ring Tina Chapman on 01344 883815 to book your seats. There will be 
some room for collapsible wheel chairs or mobility scooters or walkers – but 
please let Tina know when booking. Thank You! 

Tina Chapman 
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Royal British Legion 

The Women’s Section, Cranbourne and Winkfield Branch are holding a table top 
sale on Saturday 18 May in the King Edwards Hall, King Edwards Road, North 
Ascot. Doors open 9:30am until 12:15pm. There will also be a plant sale. 

If you wish to hire a table, please phone Wendy on 890716. Tables are £6 to hire. 

Please come along and support us. 

Wendy Sivyer, Secretary. 

Ascot Horticultural Society 

May effectively spans the transformation from Spring to Summer. For Gardeners 
it is probably the busiest time of year. There are seeds to be sown, seedlings to be 
hardened off and planted out, beds and borders to tidy, potted plants to tend and 
nourish. Not to mention the regular jobs - watering, weeding, mowing. O for a 
few more daylight hours and some extra energy! 

For those favouring a slightly easier life a visit to the Winkfield May Fair, at 
Carnation Hall, Winkfield on Bank Holiday Monday 6 May could well be 
worthwhile. Among the many and varied attractions there, the Horticultural 
Society will be offering for sale a wide choice of plants; plants for the kitchen 
garden, summer flower beds, borders, planters and baskets and more all 
patiently and skilfully raised by our members. 

Once acquired the plants will need ongoing care and protection from pests and 
diseases. The guest speaker at our meeting on Wednesday 8 May, Ray 
Broughton, is just the right man to advise on this aspect. Ray is a Senior Lecturer 
in Horticulture at Sparsholt College, near Winchester – the home of the BBC 
Gardeners’ Question Time programme. He will be presenting a talk entitled 
‘Plant Pests and Diseases’ and will, no doubt, have plenty of good advice and tips 
on gardening matters in general. 

Few would dispute that clematis with their dazzling blooms are among the stars 
of the early summer garden. The range of flower forms and colours is immense 
and there are, in fact, varieties to suit most times of the year. For a presentation of 
‘Clematis through the Seasons’. on Wednesday 12 June, we are privileged to 
welcome Everett Leeds, a horticulturalist and long-time clematis devotee. 

An excellent way of picking up gardening tips and ideas is to visit other people’s 
gardens. The National Garden Scheme, NGS, allows access, on specific days, to 
private gardens both great and small with opportunities to chat with the proud 
owners, purchase plants and produce and invariably enjoy some delicious tea and 
cakes; a delightful hour or two spent in return for a donation to some worthy 
causes. Our guest speakers on Wednesday 10th July will be Angela and Graham 
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O’Connell, the Assistant County Organisers for the NGS in Berkshire. As they 
regularly open their own garden to the public they are indeed well placed to give 
a talk entitled ‘Beyond the Garden Gate – the National Garden Scheme past and 
present’. 

Local horticultural endeavours are due to reach a climax on Saturday 3 August 
with the Annual Ascot Summer Show held at the LVS School, London Road, 
Ascot from 2pm. In addition to flowers, fruit and vegetables there will be classes 
for floral art, cookery, handicrafts and photography. There’s no need to be a 
member of the Society to take part. Alongside the Show benches there will be a 
photographic exhibition presented by the Sunningdale & Ascot Camera Club and 
displays and stalls run by many other local individuals and organisations. In short 
it’s a great way to find out what’s going on the area, meet friends and neighbours 
and spend a pleasant afternoon.  

Our events and activities are open to all. For further details log on to 
www.ascothorticulturalsociety.org.uk or call 01344 622086 

Peter Cleare 

Winkfield and North Ascot Good Neighbours Scheme 

We are always looking for people to join us as drivers. If you have some spare 
time, are patient, caring and in good health, you could volunteer and make a big 
difference to local people. Interested? Please contact Lynne Wilkes on 
01344 884947 or email to lynnebobben@btinternet.com 
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David Goode Recital   
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SERVICES ACROSS THE BENEFICE 
St Mary’s, Winkfield – May 2019 

Date Day Time Service 

5 3rd Sunday of Easter 10am Family Communion 

12:45pm Holy Baptisms 

8am Holy Communion (BCP) 

12 4th Sunday of Easter 10am Family Matins 

9:30am Family Praise 

19 5th Sunday of Easter 11am Holy Communion (BCP) 

8am Holy Communion (BCP) 

26 6th Sunday of Easter 9:30am Messy Church 

11am Morning Prayer 

  

St Martin’s, Chavey Down – May 2019 

Date Day Time Service 

5 3rd Sunday of Easter 9:30am All Together 

12 4th Sunday of Easter 9:30am Holy Communion 

19 5th Sunday of Easter 9:30am Morning Prayer 

26 6th Sunday of Easter 9:30am Holy Communion 

St Peter’s, Cranbourne– May 2019 

Date Day Time Service 

5 3rd Sunday of Easter 8am Holy Communion (BCP) 

11am SPATS – All Together 

11 Saturday 1:30pm Holy Matrimony 

12 4th Sunday of Easter 11am Holy Communion 

12:45pm Holy Baptism 

19 5th Sunday of Easter 8am Holy Communion (BCP) 

11am Morning Prayer 

26 6th Sunday of Easter 11am Holy Communion 
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Flowers & Cleaning Rotas 
St Mary’s – May 2019 

Dates Flowers 

3 and 10 May Esther Bond and Doreen Potter 

17 and 24 May Penny Cardwell and Nyla Heighes 

31 May Arabella Cameron and Doreen Potter 

St Martin’s – May 2019 

Dates Flowers Cleaning 

5 May Phillips/Logan Mrs Paramor 

12 May Bunker/Smith Mrs Paramor 

19 May Bunker/Smith Mrs Luff 

26 May Stockdale/Elliott Mrs Jenkins 

St Martin’s church still requires two more flower arrangers. Please help if you 
can. Training and assistance will be given if needed. Ruth Timbrell 882068 

What’s on in May 2019 
NB. All content in these lists may be subject to change without notice. 

Special events – May 2019 

Day May Event Time/place 

Sun 5 
Family Communion Service  10am St Mary’s church 

Exodus Youth Group 6pm – 7pm at St Peter’s church 
Mon 6 Winkfield Row May Day Fair 

See page 4 
12noon-4pm at Carnation Hall, 
Chavey Down Road. Fri 10 Parish mag deadline for articles 

Sat 18 

Table top sale for the Royal 
British Legion Women’s 
Section, Cranbourne and 
Winkfield Branch – page 6 

King Edwards Hall, King 
Edwards Road, North Ascot. 
Doors open 9:30am until 
12:15pm. 

 20 Chavey Down WI (Resolutions 
meeting – see page 5) 

7:45pm, St Martins Church Hall  

Fri 24 Parish mag collation 
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Dates for your Diary: 
7:30pm 8 June 2019: Recital at St Mary’s church by internationally acclaimed 
organist David Goode (see page 8). 

Regular events (see also www.fosmw.com/parishmag) 
Day Event 

Mondays not 
including Bank 
Holidays 

Ascot Bridge Club – Chavey Down, Ascot. For more 
information please call David Calcutt on 886412, or visit the 
web site www.ascotbridge.org.uk 

Pilates with Amanda Mann at St Martin’s Church from 9:30-
10:30am & 10:45-11:45am. Visit the website: 
www.amandamann.uk.com or email 
info@amandamann.uk.com or call Amanda on 0776 7816499 

Ballet With Victoria Lyons at St Peters Hall. For more 
information call 638538. 

Ascot Yoga 7:45-9pm at Carnation hall. Visit 
www.AscotFitness.co.uk for more info or contact Flo Young 
on 07711 077038 email Flo@AscotFitness.co.uk 

2nd Monday of 
the month 

Whist Drive at 7:30pm in the White Hart, Church Road, 
SL4 4SE 

Tuesdays 
Short Mat Bowls at Carnation Hall at 7pm. For more 
information please ring 882137 and 301158  

1st Tuesday of 
the month  

St Mary’s Women’s Guild meeting at 2:30pm, now always at 
St Mary’s church. 

Wednesdays  

EXTEND – fun, fitness & movement classes for the over-60s. 
10:30-11:30am at St Martin’s Church Hall, SL5 8RR. Please 
contact Elizabeth Wright AISTID tel: 883078 or email: 
lizziewright25@hotmail.com 

Social Dancing for over 50s with ballroom Dancing and Line 
Dancing at 1:30pm-3:30pm at Coopers Hill Hall next to 
Bracknell Station £2.50. Phone Lynda on tel no: 01344 
451878. 

Zumba gold class at St Peter’s church hall 7-8pm 

Chavey Down Association Bingo Club at St Martin’s Hall 
(fortnightly) at 8pm contact Monica or David on 884348. 
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Day Event 

The NOMADS Table Tennis Club at Carnation Hall, For more 
information contact Mike on 773939. 

Pilates classes at Carnation Hall: Contact Rebecca on 0774 860 
3145, email: pilatesascot@btinternet.com or visit 
www.pilatesascot.co.uk. 

Soft Furnishing/Dressmaking Courses on Wednesdays. Day 
and evening courses. Places available. Please contact Sally Beer 
on tel no: 01344 882528 for further details, the venue 
schedule and timings. 

2nd Wednesday 
of the month 

Ascot Horticultural Society meets at 7:45pm in King Edward’s 
Hall, North Ascot (unless otherwise stated). All welcome. 
Admission: members £1 and visitors £2.50. Details on 
www.ascothorticulturalsociety.org.uk or call Peter Cleare on 
01344 622086. 

2nd and 4th 
Wednesday of 
the month 

Ascot Speakers meet at All Souls’ Church, All Souls’ Road, 
South Ascot, SL5 9EB, from 7:15 - 9:30pm. Visit 
Ascot Speakers: www.ascotspeakers.org.uk 
Toastmasters International: www.toastmasters.org 

Thursdays 

CHAT & CRAFT – now including Scrabble and Bridge. 
Between 2 and 4pm at St Peters Church. Entry £1. Open to all. 
Finish that project, enjoy a good game, or just come for a 
cuppa and chat. For more information please contact Anne 
Crewe on 01344 885091 or email: annecrewe83@gmail.com 

The Carnation Badminton Club plays on Thursdays at 
Carnation Hall, 8-10pm. New members welcome. 

CLUBBERCISE Dance Fitness class at Carnation Hall 7-8pm, 
For more info, please see www.Ascot Fitness.co.uk or contact 
Flo Young on 07711077038 or Flo@AscotFitness.co.uk 

News from around the Parish 
St Mary's Choirs - Adult and Junior 

The Junior choir rehearsals resumed on Thursday 25 April.  

Members of the adult choir sang for the funeral service of Mrs June Trainor. 

The adult choir will take part in the Good Friday service and members of both 
choirs will be available for the Easter Sunday 11am Communion service. 
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If anyone would like to join either choir please do contact me.  

Lesley Philpot 01344 427561 

Friends of St Mary's Winkfield (www.fosmw.com) 

Please remember the celebratory organ recital to be given by international organ 
recitalist David Goode, organist and head of keyboard at Eton College, on June 8. 
Details of this recital are on the website (also see page 8). Please do support this 
event, as it is likely to show us the capabilities of our organ as we would hear 
them very seldom.  

This is going to be a special treat, so bring friends and family. We are extremely 
lucky that David has agreed to play for us. 

The next project is the Electrical re-wiring at St Mary’s. A small sub-committee 
has been set up and details will be available very soon. 

With many thanks to those who have recently joined FOSMW. If you haven’t yet 
joined then please consider doing so. Application forms are available in the 
Church and you can join online (go to www.fosmw.com and press the ‘Become a 
Friend’ button). 

Lesley Philpot, Chairman  

Ascot Speakers (see under ‘Regular Events on page 12) 

Congratulations to our representatives James and Liam who, against a very 
strong field, did us proud at the recent area contest.  

Bell Ringers report April 2019 

The bell ringers, tower and hand, held their AGM on 6 March – thanks to Sarah 
for hosting this. All the relevant posts were voted on for the successful running of 
the bells for the next year with few changes. We also worked hard on our social 
diary and have several interesting events planned!! 

Do come and join us at tower bells on a Monday 7:30pm-9:15pm or hand bells on 
a Wednesday 7:30pm – 9pm; you will be warmly welcomed at either or both. 
You do not have to worship at St Mary’s to join us – all are welcome!! 

The South East Region Bell Orchestra have their annual concert on Sunday 5 May 
at 3pm in the Harlequin Theatre, Redhill – see leaflet in church. This is a really 
lovely event involving ringers from around the region with bells from tiny to 
those the size of buckets, with the addition of brass and timpani. Well worth 
attending!! 

The Mothering Sunday service was a triumph in church at which the hand bell 
ringers were delighted to play a small part. The posies of flowers were lovely and 
the duets were amazing. 
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Bracknell Community Day  
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Looking forward, the hand bell ringers will be attending the National Rally in 
April, which is run by our region this year, again bringing together ringers from 
across the region and involving workshops to help us all improve our ringing 
techniques and increase our repertoire. There are some lovely pieces of music 
written specially for the occasion which we hope to bring to church in the future 
at the 5th Sunday services. 

I am running the raffle so if anyone has anything that I could use as prizes please 
speak to me or leave at the back of church – thank you. 

Another date for your diaries – 26 October for the Guildford Handbell Festival. A 
lovely church service with a large handbell orchestra. 

Jill Glennerster 01344-884071 

St Mary’s Women’s Guild – April meeting 

AGM and April meeting 

The AGM took place at our April meeting. The results following the elections 
were 

President  Lesley Philpot 
Vice President Jane Cullen 

Treasurer Judy Warren 
Minute Taker Jean Brown 

Doreen Potter was thanked for preparing the wonderful posies for distribution on 
Mothering Sunday. It was agreed that the Guild would donate flowers for the 
funeral of June Trainor on 8 April. Doreen was happy to purchase and arrange 
the flowers. 

Doreen continued to take donations for the Easter lilies. 

Huw confirmed to members that the new Family Communion Service would 
begin on Sunday 5 May at 10am. He reminded members that he was keen to 
receive feedback regarding this service. 

The Family Fun Day will take place once again this year on the confirmed date of 
31 August. 

Arrangements for the visit to Lambrook School on May 7 May were finalised. 

Speaker Mrs. Mary Knight 

Mary read two extracts from Simon Baynes Original Poetry Book, all about St. 
Mary’s Church - “The little table by the Door” and “Yea Verily, The Bible and 
Prayer Book”. She also read the poem “In Every Corner Sing” by Malcolm Guite.  

Huw closed the meeting with prayer. 

Lesley Philpot, President 
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Cross country ride 
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Thoughts of all sorts 
On the tribulations that await a curate in his first parish… 

The Revd Dr Gary Bowness continues his letters from ‘Uncle Eustace’… 
My dear Nephew Darren, 
So, your bishop is dropping hints that you should begin to consider a move to 
having your own parish – ‘not forever in green pastures’ comes to mind. Do not 
be too hasty to leave; remember that a curate can do no wrong, but a vicar can do 
no right. That means that as soon as you get your own parish, you will be held 
accountable not only for everything that goes on inside the church, but also for 
the goal average of the local football team and the state of the economy. And if it 
rains for your first Summer Fete, you will be told reproachfully that this never 
used to happen when ‘the former vicar was here’. 

As you begin to ponder this momentous decision, allow me to give you a few 
pieces of advice. It will be assumed in the parish that every new incumbent is 
bound to be worse than his predecessor. The greatest compliment I ever received 
when leaving a parish came from an elderly parishioner: “I've known six Rectors 
of this parish; you weren't the worst.” 

Naturally the church you go to will have asked for a married man between 30 
and 35 with a wife who will not have her own job but who wants to devote her 
entire life working for the parish - and it will be a definite advantage if she is a 
brilliant organist, professional caterer and fully computer literate. They will 
expect you to have two children, one of whom should be of primary school age, 
so he can attend the local Church school, where you will naturally wish to be 
chairman of governors and coach of the football team. 

They will want you to have exceptional talents for attracting young people - but 
for young people who enjoy the sorts of Services that the present congregation 
prefer - and you should have the ability to stop a baby crying during Mattins with 
the briefest of glances. They will want you to bring ‘a breath of fresh air’ into 
parish life without changing anything. They will hope you will shun holidays, 
preach short sermons and be able to run a tight jumble sale. 

Your CV is a little thin. If you could acquire a wife and family within the next six 
months, become an expert flower arranger and qualify as a football referee, 
chartered accountant and trained electrician and plumber, it would prove very 
helpful. If, in addition, you learned how to service photocopiers, had a mini-bus 
available for church outings, were an heir to a family firm producing a single malt 
whisky and could provide reliable horse racing tips, your choice of parishes would 
be endless. 
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On the other hand, my advice would be to stop attending all meetings where you 
know the bishop may be present; out of sight, out of mind. Have your phone 
disconnected, your letterbox sealed and only appear in public wearing dark 
glasses and a false beard. Keep your head down, lay low, hold on to the charmed 
life of being a curate for as long as possible. Life will never be better. 

Your loving uncle, 
Eustace      From The Rectory, St James the Least 

9th May – Pachomius: the patron saint of administrators 

Have you ever worked for a disorganised organisation? You know the scene: 
your boss lives in a mild panic, your goals and deadlines keep being changed, 
your colleagues whisper darkly in corners, emails contradict each other, meetings 
lead to more confusion ... and you go home each night with a headache. 

And so it is that Pachomius should be the patron saint of administrators 
everywhere. For back in the 4th century, without a computer or even a mobile, 
he managed to run 11 separate monasteries like clockwork.  

Pachomius was born into a pagan family in Upper Egypt at the end of the third 
century, and as a youth conscripted into the army. On his release in 313 he 
became two things: a Christian and a hermit (probably craved some peace and 
quiet!). But Pachomius was no loner, and when other monks gradually sought 
him out, he did with them what he did best: he organised them. By 320 he had 
founded his first monastery. 

Pachomius seems to have had exceptional powers of administration, no doubt 
perfected by his years of disciplined army life. By the time of his death in 346, he 
presided over nine large monasteries for men and two for women. Each 
monastery was divided into houses, according to its craft, such as agriculture, 
tailoring or baking.  

Pachomius knew how to delegate: each house had its own leader. He knew how 
to keep in touch: he held team leaders’ meetings twice a year. Pachomius knew 
about supply chains: food and drink never ran out. Pachomius knew about 
marketing: he found buyers for their produce in Alexandria. Pachomius knew 
about delivering a vision: a daily pattern of work and prayer and sleep was set in 
place to make sure that the monks and nuns could devote themselves to God for 
hours each day in prayer, and in memorising the Psalms and other Bible 
passages. 

Pachomius knew how to help people get things done. No wonder his Rule went 
on to influence that of Basil and Benedict. Certainly administration is listed by St 
Paul as a genuine gift of God, and prudence and clear forward planning are 
highly prized in the Proverbs.  
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Local Craft Fair  
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Children’s Corner 
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