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A message from Huw – April 2019 
A Matter of Life and Death 

Part of the duty of the church is to mark important turning points in our lives. 
Baptisms, weddings and funerals are part of our regular routine – or “Hatch, 
match and dispatch!” as it’s sometimes known. The church has a responsibility to 
help people celebrate and mourn, as circumstances dictate, and the parish system 
means that we are there for anyone who wants us.  

In the last few months, death has been much on our minds. All three churches 
have known the pain of long standing members dying, and experienced the grief 
that comes with that. To state the obvious, death hurts – it hurts badly. When 
someone we love is no longer there to talk to, to be reassured by, we are left 
wounded and confused. Sometimes the pain hurts so much that the world no 
longer makes sense. And the greater our love, the greater our pain. To grieve 
with those who grieve, to be with them and allow them the space they need to let 
their feelings out so that healing can begin, is an act of the deepest compassion. 

And yet, for a Christian, pain is only part of the picture. As one writer put it, 
“Death is a comma, not a full stop”; it marks an important moment in our 
journey, but is not the end of the road. Our entire lives are surrounded by the love 
of God and, after death, we will see that love more clearly than ever. What exactly 
happens when we die is not clear – we haven’t been issued with a road map, but 
we will be safe in the hands of God, and fully restored to all we were meant to be. 
The Bible gives us various glimpses of heaven, and it often talks about a 
wonderful party. For myself, I like to imagine the sort of party where you catch 
up with people you haven’t seen for years, where old jokes and anecdotes are as 
funny as when they were first made. That sort of fun I can imagine, and it gives 
me an indication of the joy of heaven – which will be better yet. 

Why can we be so confident in the face of death? At the heart of the Christian 
faith is our conviction that Jesus died, was buried – and then rose again by the 
power of God. In dying he defeated sin, death and all the evil the world could 
throw at him. In rising he showed us that he had won. April 19th is Good Friday, 
and the 21st is Easter Sunday, when we particularly remember his death and 
resurrection, although they are our constant companions all through the year. 
Elsewhere in the magazine there are details of special services on those days, and 
throughout the week leading up to them, and everyone is welcome to attend. 

None of this will take away the pain we feel when someone we love dies. Nor 
should it. Bereavement is a terrible thing to go through, that changes our lives as 
much as having a limb amputated. There are no short cuts through it. Yet we can 
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lift up our faces, even as we weep, and remember that not even death is strong 
enough to defeat the power of God, or to cut us off from his love. Easter Sunday 
only comes once a year. The truth we celebrate on that day is with us throughout 
the year, throughout our lives – and on into eternity. 

God bless you all 

Huw 
From the Parish Registers 

Baptisms  

Welcome to the following children, welcomed into God’s Church recently 
3rd February Paloma Brinsden-Kelly 
  Rory Gilbert 
  Teddy Tickner   
Funerals and interments  

A funeral service for the late Mrs Joyce Shephard took place at Easthampstead 
Park Crematorium followed by a service of Thanksgiving at St Peter’s Church, 
Cranbourne. 

A funeral service for the late Mr Andrew H Pyne was held at St Mary’s church 
followed by a committal at Easthampstead Park Crematorium on Wednesday 
27th February 2019. 

Requiescant in pace 

Thank you 
Joyce Underwood 

Winkfield and North Ascot Good Neighbours send special thanks to Joyce 
Underwood as she retires from her post as one of their coordinators, after 25 
years of helping the community. You will find a lovely photo of Joyce at her 
leaving-party on the Parish Mag webpage www.fosmw.com/parishmag (right 
hand side). 

We will all miss her. 

Bits and Pieces 
Office opening hours  

Monday-Friday 9:30am – 12noon. 
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Contact info 

Church Office: c/o St Martin’s Church, Church Road,  
Chavey Down, SL5 8RR Phone: 01344 882933  
Website: www.winkfieldandcranbourne.org.uk  
email: admin@winkfieldandcranbourne.org.uk 

If you are arranging an event, please contact Alison Burt in the Church Office, so 
that it can be noted in the Church diary and mentioned on the website. Alison will 
endeavour to keep track of activities and timings etc. You may view event details 
on the website given above. 

Prayers are held every week at 9:15am on:  

 Monday at St Peter's 
 Tuesday at St Martin's 

 Wednesday at St Mary's 
 Thursday at St Martin's  

For further details please contact the church office. All are welcome to attend. 

Parish Mag compilation & collation c/o www.fosmw.com 

The collation date for the May Parish Mag is Friday 26 April 2019 The deadline 
for articles etc. is Wednesday 10 April 2019. 

If any one would like to come and help us with the Parish Mag collation for an 
hour or so, please contact Margaret Smith (Tel: 01344 882433 or mobile: 
07709 285291 or email margaret@rosie25.plus.com). We also need someone to 
help manage the distribution of the printed magazine: please contact the church 
office at the contact details above. 

The online colour-edition of the parish mag is at www.fosmw.com/parishmag 

EASTER LILIES  
Each year at Easter St Mary's Women’s Guild and Church Flower Arrangers 
decorate Winkfield Church with lilies donated in memory of loved ones. 

If you would like to remember a loved one at Easter by  
purchasing one or more lilies please contact  
Mrs Doreen Potter on 01344 886324,  
email - ronanddoreen@gmail.com.  
to whom payment should be made. 

The cost of each lily is £2.00. 
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Events, Notices and Dates for your Diaries 
Special Services for Lent:  

During Lent there will be extra mid-week services held around the churches, to 
help us prepare for Easter. This year our theme is Pilgrimage; all services will be 
on Wednesday mornings, beginning at 10am and lasting roughly half an hour. 
Everyone is very welcome to attend. The programme (including March) is: 

 13th March St Mary’s Beginning the Journey 
 20th March St Martin’s Directions for the Journey 
 27th March St Peter’s  Food for the Journey 
 3rd April St Martin’s Companions on the Road 
 10th April St Peter’s Our Final Destination 

CADS April production: ‘Are You Being Served?’ 

Cranbourne Amateur Dramatic Society are performing the stage version of the 
smash hit television comedy from the 70s and 80s on 11, 12 and 13 April 2019 at 
7:45pm, and there is a matinee on Saturday 13 April at 2:30pm. The production, 
directed by Mike Young and Clare Humphreys, will be at St Peter’s Hall, Hatchet 
Lane SL4 2EG. Tickets at £10 will be available online at 
www.cadsact.org.uk/tickets or by calling 01344 884498. 

The writers of the TV show, Jeremy Lloyd and David Croft, adapted ‘Are You 
Being Served’ for the stage to the delight of its fans. The play follows the hilarious 
misadventures and mishaps of the staff of Grace Brothers department store. Set 
around the time of the first referendum, we see them preparing for ‘Common 
Market Week’ with a sale of German clothing before they depart en masse for a 
staff holiday at a one star hotel in Spain. With a booking mix-up, the language 
problem and a well meaning Spanish waitress, scrapes and misunderstandings 
inevitably follow for Mr Humphries and friends, not forgetting the unmissable 
Mrs Slocombe in Union Jack underwear. Great laugh out loud entertainment, and 
the occasional double entendre can be expected.  

 

May day faire 
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Chavey Down Women’s Institute  

Our April meeting will be held on Monday 15th in St Martins Church Hall at 
7:45pm. This is our members evening for the end of the year at which one of our 
own members will give a talk. 

The Bailwick group meeting will take place at 2pm on Thursday 4 April in 
Warfield Park Community Hall. 

Janey Bethune-Williams. 

CADS flyer 
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Chavey Down Annual Outing 

This year we are going to Weymouth on Thursday 27th June, leaving Scotts 
Mews at 9am and picking up at Locks Ride about 9:15am, and arriving back at 
about 8:30pm. 

Fares this year are: 

 CDA members [2 years]  FREE 
 Bingo members   £10.00 
 Any others:   £16.00 

Please ring Tina Chapman on 01344 883815 to book your seats. There will be 
some room for collapsible wheel chairs or mobility scooters or walkers – but 
please let Tina know when booking. Thank You! 

Tina Chapman 

Royal Ascot Cricket Club needs new players! 

Royal Ascot Cricket Club is keen to see new players and colts for 2019. 

The club is a family club playing matches at Locks Ride Recreation Ground, 
Winkfield Row, with our main clubhouse and pitch inside Ascot Racecourse 
where all training takes place.  

We run 4 adult teams in the Thames Valley Cricket League, 1 team in the 
Bracknell Midweek Cricket League, with friendlies on Sundays. Senior outdoor 
nets are held from 6pm on Wednesday evenings until 8pm at the main Ascot 
ground. 

We have an active boys and girls colts section from under 7s upwards playing 
competitive matches locally with a number representing the county.  

Coaching for all colts is provided by outside coaches and begins this year from 
week commencing Monday 22 April.  

Under 7s & 8s train on Mondays from 5:25pm to 6:40pm, Under 9s from 
5:25pm to 6:45pm on Mondays with 10s and 11s training from 6:45 to 8pm also 
on Mondays.  

Under 12s train on Thursday evenings from 6:30pm to 8pm with under 13s 14s 
and 15s training from 6:45pm to 8:15pm also on Thursdays. 

Girls training takes place on Thursdays from 5:30pm to 6:45pm.  

Under 5s and 6s All Stars 8 week course commences 15 May on Wednesdays 
5:30pm to 6:30pm.  

Sign up via ECB website allstarscricket.co.uk 

For further details visit our website www.royalascotcc.co.uk or contact: 
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Club Chairman Mark Wiggett 07717 718506 
Colts Chairman Nigel Brewster 07786 545574 
4th Team and Midweek Captain Richard Baker 07894 983563 
Club Treasurer Richard Wyatt 07974 824583  

David Goode Recital   
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Winkfield and North Ascot Good Neighbours Scheme 

We are always looking for people to join us as drivers. If you have some spare 
time, are patient, caring and in good health, you could volunteer and make a big 
difference to local people. Interested? Please contact Lynne Wilkes on 
01344 884947 or email to lynnebobben@btinternet.com 

Bracknell Forest Community Network 

Matthew Clift, Development Manager of the Bracknell Forest Community 
Network writes: 

I would like all local people to know about the work of the Network. 

The Bracknell Forest Community Network (which is based on the Lambeth 
Collaborative model and mental health recovery principles) has as its objective 
supporting individuals and (with their carers) to: 

 remain socially included,  
 better understand their mental health,  
 prevent relapse,  
 develop confidence, life skills and resilience so that they can live as 

independently as possible, with a reduced likelihood of needing 
secondary mental health support and bed-based provision.  

Continued on page 13 
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SERVICES ACROSS THE BENEFICE 
St Mary’s, Winkfield – April 2019 

Date Day Time Service 

7 5th Sunday in Lent 
9:30am Family Praise 
11am Holy Communion (BCP) 
12:45pm Holy Baptisms 

14 Palm Sunday 
8am Holy Communion (BCP) 
10am Family Matins 

16 Tuesday of Holy Week 7:30pm Compline 
18 Maundy Thursday 2pm Holy Communion (BCP) 
19 Good Friday 2pm An Hour at the Cross 

21 Easter Day 
9:30am Family Communion 

11am Holy Communion (BCP) 

28 2nd Sunday of Easter 

8am Holy Communion (BCP) 

9:30am Messy Church 

11am Morning Prayer 

St Martin’s, Chavey Down – April 2019 

Date Day Time Service 

3 Wednesday 10am Lauds 

7 5th Sunday in Lent 9:30am Family/All Together 

14 Palm Sunday 9:30am Holy Communion 

15 Monday of Holy Week 7:30pm Compline 

18 Maundy Thursday 7:30pm Holy Communion 

21 Easter Day 9:30am Holy Communion 

28 2nd Sunday of Easter 9:30am Holy Communion 
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St Peter’s, Cranbourne– April 2019 

Date Day Time Service 

7 5th Sunday in Lent 8am Holy Communion (BCP) 

11am SPATS – All Together 

10 Wednesday 10am Lauds 

14 Palm Sunday 11am Holy Communion 

12:45pm Holy Baptisms 

17 Wednesday of Holy Week 7:30pm Compline 

19 Good Friday 10am Stations of the Cross 

21 Easter Day 8am Holy Communion (BCP) 

11am Holy Communion 

28 2nd Sunday of Easter 11am Holy Communion 

Flowers & Cleaning Rotas 
St Mary’s – April 2019 

Dates Flowers 

5 and 12 April 2019 Arabella Cameron and Doreen Potter 

19 April 2019 
Jane Hodgson and Anna Clayton and all 
Church Flower Arrangers 

 26 April 2019 EASTER FLOWERS 

St Martin’s – April 2019 

Dates Flowers Cleaning 

7 April H Atkinson Mrs Dickinson 

14 April C Dickinson Mrs Paramor 

21 April Easter Day ALL FLOWER ARRANGERS Mrs Crane 

28 April Phillips/Logan Mrs Crane 

St Martin’s church still requires two more flower arrangers. Please help if you 
can. Training and assistance will be given if needed. Ruth Timbrell 
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What’s on in April 2019 
Special events – April 2019 

Day Apr Event Time/place 

Thu 4 Bailwick group meeting 2pm, Warfield Park Community 
Hall 

Sat 6 Baptism Preparation  9am at St Mary’s 

Sun 7 Exodus Youth Group 6pm – 7pm at St Peter’s. 

Wed 10 Deadline for Parish Mag articles 

Thur 11 CADS: ‘Are you being served?’ 7:45pm, St Peter’s Hall (see p4) 

Fri 12 CADS: ‘Are you being served?’ 7:45pm, St Peter’s Hall (see p4) 

Sat 13 CADS: ‘Are you being served?’ Matinée 2:30pm and 
7:45pm, St Peter’s Hall (see p4) 

Sun 14 PALM SUNDAY  

Fri 19 GOOD FRIDAY  

Sun 21 EASTER DAY  

Fri 26 Collation of May parish mag 

Regular events (see also www.fosmw.com/parishmag) 
Day Event 

Mondays not 
including Bank 
Holidays 

Ascot Bridge Club – Chavey Down, Ascot. For more 
information please call David Calcutt on 886412, or visit the 
web site www.ascotbridge.org.uk 

Pilates with Amanda Mann at St Martin’s Church from 9:30-
10:30am & 10:45-11:45am. Visit the website: 
www.amandamann.uk.com or email 
info@amandamann.uk.com or call Amanda on 0776 7816499 

Ballet With Victoria Lyons at St Peters Hall. For more 
information call 638538. 

Ascot Yoga 7:45-9pm at Carnation hall. Visit 
www.AscotFitness.co.uk for more info or contact Flo Young 
on 07711 077038 email Flo@AscotFitness.co.uk 
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Day Event 

2nd Monday of 
the month 

Whist Drive at 7:30pm in the White Hart, Church Road, 
SL4 4SE 

Tuesdays 
Short Mat Bowls at Carnation Hall at 7pm. For more 
information please ring 882137 and 301158  

1st Tuesday of 
the month  

St Mary’s Women’s Guild meeting at 2:30pm, now always at 
St Mary’s church. 

Wednesdays  

EXTEND – fun, fitness & movement classes for the over-60s. 
10:30-11:30am at St Martin’s Church Hall, SL5 8RR. Please 
contact Elizabeth Wright AISTID tel: 883078 or email: 
lizziewright25@hotmail.com 

Social Dancing for over 50s with ballroom Dancing and Line 
Dancing at 1:30pm-3:30pm at Coopers Hill Hall next to 
Bracknell Station £2.50. Phone Lynda on tel no: 01344 
451878. 

Zumba gold class at St Peter’s church hall 7-8pm 

Chavey Down Association Bingo Club at St Martin’s Hall 
(fortnightly) at 8pm contact Monica or David on 884348. 

The NOMADS Table Tennis Club at Carnation Hall, For more 
information contact Mike on 773939. 

Pilates classes at Carnation Hall: Contact Rebecca on 0774 860 
3145, email: pilatesascot@btinternet.com or visit 
www.pilatesascot.co.uk. 

Soft Furnishing/Dressmaking Courses on Wednesdays. Day 
and evening courses. Places available. Please contact Sally Beer 
on tel no: 01344 882528 for further details, the venue 
schedule and timings. 

2nd Wednesday 
of the month 

Ascot Horticultural Society meets at 7:45pm in King Edward’s 
Hall, North Ascot (unless otherwise stated). All welcome. 
Admission: members £1 and visitors £2.50. Details on 
www.ascothorticulturalsociety.org.uk or call Peter Cleare on 
01344 622086. 
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Day Event 

2nd and 4th 
Wednesday of 
the month 

Ascot Speakers meet at All Souls’ Church, All Souls’ Road, 
South Ascot, SL5 9EB, from 7:15 - 9:30pm. Visit 
Ascot Speakers: www.ascotspeakers.org.uk 
Toastmasters International: www.toastmasters.org 

Thursdays 

CHAT & CRAFT – now including Scrabble and Bridge. 
Between 2 and 4pm at St Peters Church. Entry £1. Open to all. 
Finish that project, enjoy a good game, or just come for a 
cuppa and chat. For more information please contact Anne 
Crewe on 01344 885091 or email: annecrewe83@gmail.com 

The Carnation Badminton Club plays on Thursdays at 
Carnation Hall, 8-10pm. New members welcome. 

CLUBBERCISE Dance Fitness class at Carnation Hall 7-8pm, 
For more info, please see www.Ascot Fitness.co.uk or contact 
Flo Young on 07711077038 or Flo@AscotFitness.co.uk 

Bracknell Forest Community Network (cont’d from p8) 

Network Recovery Facilitators enhance short-term recovery by using relationship 
and confidence building, graded exposure, anxiety management and motivational 
techniques to support individuals and their carers, including helping them to 
access and attend appointments, obtain benefits, housing, education, 
volunteering, employment, social activities, appointments and a better life after 
Network support.  

When short-term support is finished and their recovery journey has sufficiently 
progressed, the individual’s care is transferred back to their GP. 

Since May 2017, the Bracknell Forest Community Network has supported more 
than 380 adults living with mental ill-health including psychosis, personality 
disorder, post-traumatic stress disorder, eating disorders, dementia, anxiety and 
depression. The Network has been developed in partnership with the individuals 
it supports as well their carers who are invited to give on-going feedback to 
ensure it continues to meet their needs. 

News from around the Parish 
St Mary's Choirs - Adult and Junior 

Rehearsals continue and the Junior Choir continues to have a solo spot at the 
Family Matins services on second Sundays.  
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It was with great sadness that we learned of the death of Daphne Annetts. 
Daphne had been a loyal member of St Mary’s choir for over 30 years and loved 
singing. She had been a member of a church choir for most of her life, starting 
when very young, in St Mary’s Church, Kersey, Suffolk. Several of her singing 
colleagues joined the choir for her funeral on March 12. 

If anyone would like to join either choir please do contact me.  

Lesley Philpot 01344 427561 

Friends of St Mary's Winkfield (www.fosmw.com) 

The AGM took place on February 28 – all details available on the website. 

The celebratory organ recital to be given by David Goode, organist and head of 
keyboard at Eton College, on June 8 was discussed. Details of this recital are also 
on the website. Please do support this unique event. We are extremely lucky that 
David has agreed to play for us – it is not often that we have a world-class 
organist to play for us on our own organ!  

The next project is the Electrical re-wiring at St Mary’s. Initial ideas were 
discussed. A small sub-committee has been set up, as was the case for the organ 
project, and quotations are being sought. 

We are very saddened to learn that June Trainor, a member of FOSMW, died on 
March 7. She and her husband Danny have been loyal members since the 
FOSMW was formed and we shall miss her. We send our deepest sympathies to 
Danny. 

Many thanks to those who have recently joined FOSMW. If you haven’t yet joined 
then please consider doing so. Application forms are available in the Church, or 
online – and you can even join online (visit www.fosmw.com and press the blue 
‘Become a Friend’ button at the top of the screen). 

Lesley Philpot, Chairman 

Bell Ringers report March 2019 

Another fairly quiet month for the bell ringers. Just carrying on with plans and 
practice for future events. 

The bell ringers annual quiz night was the usual success enjoyed by us all!! Many 
thanks to Trevor for producing yet another fabulous set of questions. The ‘roll a 
pound’ for a bottle of malt whisky was also popular – thanks to Sarah for 
donating this. 

We raised over £600 towards the work needed on the tower – our thanks to 
everyone who came along and supported us. 
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Speak to Tony (tower captain) or Trevor (steeple keeper) for more details if you 
would like them. 

Two of us enjoyed a great day out at the Spring Rally and AGM for the Handbell 
Ringers of Great Britain, South East Region in Aldershot – an excellent 
opportunity to ring with over 100 other people, including a team from the 
American Church in Paris, and to acquire some lovely music. We will be including 
some of these pieces in our repertoire during the year. 

Our next handbell performance in church is on Sunday 31st March, Mothering 
Sunday, and we look forward to contributing to this service with two lovely 
pieces of music. 

The tower bells are through to the second round of the Lorna Newton striking 
competition. Every year all the local towers are entered into this and it is a great 
opportunity to ring in different towers and meet up with other ringers. Fingers 
crossed for the next round!! 

The hand bell concert at the Harlequin Theatre in Redhill is on Sunday 5th May: a 
huge orchestra of bells from tiny to those the size of buckets as well as percussion 
– and it is always a fabulous event – well worth putting in your diaries! 

Another date for your diaries: 26th October for the Guildford Handbell Festival. A 
lovely church service with a large handbell orchestra. 

Jill Glennerster 01344-884071 

St Mary’s Women’s Guild – February meeting 

We were delighted that Oriol Bowden attended the meeting in March. 

Doreen Potter advised members that she would be preparing the posies once 
again for Mothering Sunday and she said that Easter Lilies could be purchased 
from her at £2 each. 

It was noted with sadness that Joyce Shephard had died peacefully but very 
suddenly on 12 February. Joyce had been a member of the Guild for many years 
serving as Secretary, President and Treasurer. Her Memorial service was on 
4 March. 

June Trainor, another long-time member, was in hospital on the day of the 
meeting and Huw reported on his visit to her. It was with very great sadness that 
we learned two days later she had died. June had served as Treasurer for two 
years only relinquishing the post when her eye sight deteriorated. She was a very 
popular member of the Guild, with a great sense of humour. We shall miss her. 

Huw then talked about Lent, explaining that from the very early days the 
Christian Church has regarded Lent as a time of preparation. Anglicans are 
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required to attend church three times per year, with Easter being the most 
important, although, numerically, Christmas is more popular. Huw suggested we 
might regard Lent as athletes view preparation for a big race and give up certain 
foods and drink. Continuing this analogy, just as runners take on extra training, 
Christians might take on something extra – bible study, charitable giving etc. The 
40 days in the wilderness can be regarded as a model of discipline to strengthen 
our self-will. We may well fail but we should take this as a reminder of our own 
weakness and try again. By denying ourselves we can enjoy deeper rejoicing at 
Easter. 

Huw closed the meeting with a prayer. 

Lesley Philpot, President 

Ascot Speakers 

We held our biennial speech contest at All Souls’ Church, Ascot, on Wednesday 27 
February. We welcomed guests from other clubs, as well as members of the 
public who came to observe our meeting, hopefully with a view to joining our 
club. Congratulations to our two winners who will go on to represent the club in 
the Area Contest, Liam Kilgallon in the Speech Contest and James Howlett in the 
Evaluation Contest.  

The Area Contest will take place at Chiltern Speakers, St Mary’s Church, 
Beaconsfield, on Wednesday 20 March. Good luck, Liam and James. 

Ascot Speakers meet on 2nd and 4th Wednesdays, 7:15pm, at All Souls’ Church, 
South Ascot. Our next meeting takes place on 27 March. Interested? Visit us and 
check out if this is for you. No charge to attend as a guest. 

Further information:  
info@ascotspeakers.org.uk and www.ascotspeakers.org.uk  

An afternoon with outstanding young musicians 

Surely one of the happiest ways to enjoy a Sunday afternoon is to listen to highly 
talented young musicians – singers and instrumentalists – give their all in 
friendly competition with each other! 

This is just what happened on Sunday 14 March in St Joseph’s College, Reading, 
when Rotary District 1090 held the district finals for the RIBI Young Musician 
2019.  

There were ten competitors – four singers and six instrumentalists, including 
three pianists, a flautist, and cellist, and local violinist Sarah Aizawa, who many in 
our parish know as the 10-year-old super-talent who performed in the last two 
‘Music and Merriment’ Christmas concerts.  
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The standard of performance was amazing, but the challenge for the hard-
pressed panel of adjudicators was to select three young people – one singer and 
two instrumentalists (winner and runner-up) – to move to the next stage of the 
competition. These three will then take part in the South East Regional Final on 
Godalming on 7 April. 

The competition was attended by Rotary people, parents and teachers, but others 
with an interest were welcome, and this included Margaret-Anne and me – I am 
privileged to help teach Sarah. 

Winner of the instrumentalists was Oliver Simpson, a truly remarkable 13-year 
old cellist, with an outstanding performance of Fauré’s well-known Sicilienne – 
gentle and lyrical – followed, as a real contrast, by a fiery performance of a 
Shostakovich sonata movement. Runner-up was pianist Sandro Shargarodsky 
with insightful renderings of Beethoven and Chopin. We already knew Sandro (a 
local boy) as a fine young musician. Ten-year-old Sarah Aizawa held her own, 
playing her pieces with charm and feeling, based on a very secure technique that 
is amazing for one so young 

The singers, all girls this time, sang in a variety of genres. The winner was late-
teens Florence Cain, from Stratford-upon-Avon, who presented her pieces with a 
well-trained voice that already seemed mature. She brought delight from three 
songs that ranged from a well-known Mozart aria to Noel Coward. 

Also outstanding was Tansi Adam (a Heathfield School student, also known to us 
from previous occasions) whose personality and acting talent brought instant 
rapport with her audience (including us) when she sang three contrasting songs 
from well known musicals. 

Tansi and Sarah were expertly accompanied by our fine local pianist Su Mei 
Kong, Assistant Director of Music at Heathfield School, who has provided piano 
support for the Music and Merriment concert for a number of years now. 

These occasions allow us the chance of talent spotting for the Music and 
Merriment Concert, which will take place this year on 7 December. We will not 
only have a performance from Sarah, our young local violinist, all being well: 
Oliver (cellist) and Tansi (singer) will also perform in our Concert. They will each 
of them give a remarkable display of talent that everybody can appreciate!! 

Margaret-Anne and I are very grateful to the Rotarians for putting on this whole 
competition, with its very friendly atmosphere, and for giving us the opportunity 
to be part of the audience for these super-talented young people. 

Anthony Hodson 
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Cross country ride 
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Cats Protection   
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Children’s Corner 
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