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A message from Huw – March 2019 
A Debt of Gratitude 

Recently, someone pointed out to me that all of us, no matter how hard we have 
worked, have been given a very great deal. The mere fact that I can write this 
article, and you can read it, shows that someone taught us – even though we may 
not remember it happening. Whatever skills we have, even if we had enormous 
natural potential, have been polished and developed by others. The buildings in 
which we were taught, the hospitals in which we’ve been treated, the roads down 
which we drive – all these have been built by others. There is very little we have 
achieved entirely on our own; others helped us in all sorts of ways, whether we 
are aware of it or not. 

This is true of all of us, but especially those of us who are members of a church. In 
our Benefice we worship in three beautiful buildings, but none of the original 
builders are still alive. Those physical structures have been given to us as a gift, 
and we have a responsibility to care for them and hand them on to the future. 
Going deeper, our faith rests on the teachings of Jesus, and his first followers, but 
it has been passed down by generations of faithful believers, who lived out those 
teachings and discovered the truth of them for themselves. Now we, in our turn, 
seek to share the good news we have found with those around us.  

We have been given so much, and we have a responsibility to use those gifts 
wisely. Our beautiful buildings are expensive to maintain; there are bills to be 
paid for heating and lighting, as in our homes, while maintaining old structures is 
costly. And the church is about so much more than being a museum; its job is to 
look outward and meet the needs of the local community and the wider world. 
Already we, as a united Parish, have links with the South Sudan, one of the 
poorest countries in the world, where a civil war is slowly coming to an end, but 
14 year old boys still “keep the peace” by carrying machine guns. I am delighted 
we have made a start in caring for the world, but there is so much more we could 
and should be doing – if only we had the resources. 

In March we will be holding our annual Stewardship campaign, when we are all 
asked to look at what we give, and how we use the gifts God has given us. There 
is a very high level of ‘invisible giving’, I know – people who are generous with 
their time and energy in the service of others, or who buy things for the church, 
and never claim their expenses. And many folk are committed to other causes: 
relief organisations, medical charities and so forth. All of this is wonderful, and I 
rejoice at the breadth of giving there is here. But, if you feel you have received 
something good from any of our three churches, I would ask you to consider 
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what you could give back. My dream for this Benefice is that the time will come 
when our discussions about money won’t be, “How can we pay this bill?” (which 
is where we are now), but “Which charities can we support, to help others?”. God 
has generously given us so much to enjoy, and we have benefited from the 
generosity of others. Now it’s our turn. 

Huw 
A note from the Editors 

We were all very sorry to hear the bulletin about Huw’s health, which was read 
out recently in our churches. In short, he has a growth in his oesophagus which 
will require further investigation and treatment. 

Many of us will have had similar news about friends or dear ones, or about 
ourselves, and will be aware of the uncertain journey that such news foretells. 

Huw is reported as being very positive, but we know that your love, support and 
prayers are the most important things for us all to offer Huw at this difficult time, 
and will greatly help him maintain his positivity! 

From the Parish Registers 
There are no weddings or baptisms to report. 

Funerals and interments 

A funeral service at Easthampstead Park crematorium was carried out for the late 
Mrs Barbara A Reynolds on Tuesday 29 January 2019. 

A funeral service at St Peter’s Church, followed by a committal at Easthampstead 
Park crematorium was carried out for the late Mrs Margaret R Ager on Thursday 
31 January 2019. 
 

Requiescant in pace 

Bits and Pieces 
Office opening hours  

Monday-Friday 9:30am – 12noon. 

Contact info 

Church Office: c/o St Martin’s Church, Church Road,  
Chavey Down, SL5 8RR Phone: 01344 882933  
Website: www.winkfieldandcranbourne.org.uk  
email: admin@winkfieldandcranbourne.org.uk 
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If you are arranging an event, please contact Alison Burt in the Church Office, so 
that it can be noted in the Church diary and mentioned on the website. Alison will 
endeavour to keep track of activities and timings etc. You may view event details 
on the website given above. 

Prayers are held every week at 9:15am on:  

 Monday at St Peter's 
 Tuesday at St Martin's 

 Wednesday at St Mary's 
 Thursday at St Martin's  

For further details please contact the church office. All are welcome to attend. 

Parish Mag compilation & collation c/o www.fosmw.com 

The collation date for the April Parish Mag is Friday 29 March 2019 The 
deadline for articles etc. is Thursday 10 March 2019. 

If any one would like to come and help us with the Parish Mag collation for an 
hour or so, please contact Margaret Smith (Tel: 01344 882433 or mobile: 
07709 285291 or email margaret@rosie25.plus.com). We also need someone to 
help manage the distribution of the printed magazine: please contact the church 
office at the contact details above. 

The online colour-edition of the parish mag is at www.fosmw.com/parishmag 

Events, Notices and Dates for your Diaries 
Special Services for Lent:  

During Lent there will be extra mid-week services held around the churches, to 
help us prepare for Easter. This year our theme is Pilgrimage; all services will be 
on Wednesday mornings, beginning at 10am and lasting roughly half an hour. 
Everyone is very welcome to attend. The pattern will be: 

 13th March  St Mary’s Beginning the Journey 

 20th March  St Martin’s Directions for the Journey 

 27th March  St Peter’s  Food for the Journey 

 3rd April   St Martin’s Companions on the Road 

 10th April  St Peter’s Our Final Destination 

NEW ELECTORAL ROLL – DEADLINE 1 March 2019 

Notice is hereby given that, under the Church Representation Rules, a new 
Church Electoral Roll is being prepared. All persons who wish to be officially 
connected to the church must fill in a new form by 1 March 2019, even if they 
were previously on the Electoral Role. Application forms will be available in all 
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three churches and must be returned to the Parish Office. The new Roll will come 
into operation on 12 March 2019. 

A fuller statement of this notice can be found (and should be read) on the Parish 
Mag web page: www.fosmw.com/parishmag 

CADS April production: ‘Are You Being Served?’ 
Cranbourne Amateur Dramatic Society will perform the stage version of the 
smash hit television comedy from the 70s and 80s on 11, 12 and 13 April 2019 at 
7:45pm as well as a 2:50pm matinée on Saturday 13 April. The production will be 
at St Peter’s Hall, Hatchet Lane SL4 2EG. Tickets at £10 will be available online at 
www.cadsact.org.uk or by calling 01344 886456. 

Jeremy Lloyd and David Croft, the original creators of the TV show and also 
known for ‘Allo ‘Allo, have adapted ‘Are You Being Served’ for the stage to the 
delight of its fans everywhere. The play follows the hilarious misadventures and 
mishaps of the staff of Grace Brothers department store as they prepare first for a 
sale of German goods and then depart en masse for a staff holiday at a one star 
hotel in Spain. 

Become a Trustee  

Winkfield Parochial Charities have been providing Almshouse accommodation in 
the Parish for over a hundred years. We maintain eight almshouse flats near to 
St. Mary’s Church for retired women who have limited financial resources and 
wish to live independently; we also look after Popel’s Hall. 

Our volunteer trustees manage these properties. 

There is no fund raising involved as the Charities were established to be self-
financing. You would need to be able to attend a meeting every three months, on 
a weekday evening, and become involved in carrying out the actions agreed at 
these meetings. 

If you would like more information, please call Richard Wyatt on 07974 824583 
or email winkfieldparochialcharities@outlook.com .  

01344 427561 

Chavey Down Women’s Institute  

Our meeting in March takes place in St Martins church Hall on Monday 18 March 
at 7:45pm. This is our annual meeting at which new officers for the forthcoming 
year will be elected. New members on the committee are always welcome. 

As well as our monthly meetings we also have coffee/tea get-togethers, theatre 
trips, garden visits and many other outings. 
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There is also a book club and craft group that meets once a month. 

Janey Bethune-Williams 01344 883854 

Winkfield and North Ascot Good Neighbours Scheme 

We are always looking for people to join us as drivers. If you have some spare 
time, are patient, caring and in good health, you could volunteer and make a big 
difference to local people. Interested? Please contact Lynne Wilkes on 
01344 884947 or email to lynnebobben@btinternet.com 

Ascot Speakers 

Thinking about your New Year resolutions? 

Do want to build your confidence and improve your skills in public 
speaking and leadership? 

Why not visit Ascot Speakers and find out how your local community public 
speaking club can help? Founded in 2015, and affiliated with Toastmasters 
International, members of Ascot Speakers have gained valuable practical 
experience, won accolades at work and college, and even gone on to achieve 
success in public speaking contests.  This lively, diverse and friendly group meet 
twice a month to learn and practice public speaking and leadership skills together 
in a supportive environment.  

The tried and tested Toastmaster International educational programme provides 
access to a wide variety of learning paths, educational materials and workshops. 
Each member progresses at their own chosen pace and mentoring is available.  

CADS flyer 
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The beautiful All Soul’s Church in South Ascot is the meeting venue; a building 
designed with public speaking in mind, it’s a wonderful place to practice. 
Meetings usually contain a mix of short prepared speeches and a session of 
impromptu speaking, followed by an evaluation session. Members take turns to 
contribute to each section and participation is voluntary. 

Contact info@ascotspeakers.org.uk to find out more and arrange a club visit. 
There is no charge to attend as a guest and no pressure – join in when it feels 
comfortable. 

Meeting information: All Souls’ Church, All Souls’ Road, South Ascot, SL5 9EB, on 
the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month, 7:15 - 9:30pm.  
Ascot Speakers: www.ascotspeakers.org.uk 
Toastmasters International: www.toastmasters.org 

Woodley Concert Band ‘East meets West’ 23/3/19 

The Woodley Concert Band, which has been closely associated with the 
instrumental groups for our very own Music and Merriment concert, has their 
Spring Concert on 23 March. It will be returning to its long-term venue: the 
concert hall of Reddam House School (which has taken over Bearwood School 
and its superb Sindlesham location). 

The concert features a popular program of music for wind-band with a flavour of 
the East – from Russia and the Orient to the Far East (including a suite of 
memorable tunes from the very popular musical ‘Miss Saigon’. And from the 
West we have a lively reminder of American barn-dance. Something for 
everybody. Do have a look at the band’s website and buy tickets for a lovely 
evening: https://www.woodleyconcertband.org.uk  

Ticket line is 0870 321 2186. Tickets are £12 (£10 concessions) and £5 under 16s. 

Bracknell community day   Music, Merriment & More! 
Bracknell Community Day 

Saturday 15 June 2019 
In Bond Square, The Lexicon (next to Waitrose) 

Free live entertainment for all the family 11am to 4pm 

Discover Bracknell's cultural diversity with groups and  
clubs of all ages and interests 

Brass Bands, Morris Dancers,  

Line Dancers, Singers ... plus lots, lots more! 
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Woodley Concert Band flyer 
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News from around the Parish 

St Mary's Choirs - Adult and Junior 

Junior Choir rehearsals started again in January and the choir continues to have a 
solo spot at the Family Matins services on second Sundays.  

Joyce Underwood has not been well enough to attend since New Year but we 
hope she will return to the choir soon.   

If anyone would like to join either choir please do contact me.   

Lesley Philpot 01344 427561 or email Lesleyphilpot50@gmail.com 

Bell Ringers Report February 2019 

A short report this month as mostly routine ringing for both tower and hand 
bells! However, we do enjoy our regular ringing and, as always, are working on 
our repertoire and technique. 

Now would be a very good time to have a go at ringing without any pressure- 
either tower, contact Tony, or hand bells, contact me. We would be delighted to 
welcome you. 

There was the monthly branch practice at Bray tower where ringers from other 
towers come along and we have a session ringing different methods with 
different people, many of whom have rung for decades and are always happy to 
help and instruct. A very interesting few hours! The next session is at Dorney – 
something to look forward to. 

The hand bell ringers have a rally to attend at the beginning of March, at which 
ringers from across the region get together, as well as a team from The American 
Church in Paris who are fabulous ringers – definitely something special, and 
always a good day. 

The next 5th Sunday is 31 March when we will be ringing two lovely pieces 
during the service – it would really good to have a larger congregation join us. 

The hand bell concert at the Harlequin Theatre in Redhill is on Sunday 5 May; a 
huge orchestra of bells and percussion and always a fabulous event – worth 
putting in your diaries! 

Jill Glennerster 01344-884071 
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SERVICES ACROSS THE BENEFICE 
St Mary’s, Winkfield – March 2019 

Date Day Time Service 

3 Quinquagesims 

9:30am Family Praise 

11am Holy Communion (BCP) 

12:45pm Holy Baptisms 

6 Ash Wednesday 11am Holy Communion 

10 1st Sunday in Lent 
8am Holy Communion (BCP) 

10am Family Matins 

13 Wednesday 10am Lauds 

17 2nd Sunday in Lent 
9:30am Family Communion 

11am Holy Communion (BCP) 

24 3rd Sunday in Lent 

8am Holy Communion (BCP) 

9:30am Messy Church 

11am Morning Prayer 

31 
4th Sunday in Lent - 
Mothering Sunday 

No 9:30am service in church today – 
please join the 10am Joint Patronal Service  

10am 
Joint Patronal followed by 
Said Communion 

No 11am service in church today – please 
join the 10am Joint Patronal Service  

St Martin’s, Chavey Down – March 2019 

Date Day Time Service 
3  Sunday next before Lent 9:30am Family/All Together 
6 Ash Wednesday 7:30pm Holy Communion 
10 1st Sunday of Lent 9:30am Holy Communion 
17 2nd Sunday of Lent 9:30am Morning Prayer 
20 Wednesday 10am Lauds 
24 3rd Sunday of Lent 9:30am Holy Communion 

31 
4th Sunday of Lent – 
Mothering Sunday 

No 9:30am service in church today – 
please join the 10am Joint Patronal Service 
at St Mary’s followed by Said Communion 
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St Peter’s, Cranbourne– March 2019 

Date Day Time Service 

3 Sunday next before Lent 
8am Holy Communion (BCP) 

11am SPATS – Family All 
Together 

10 1st Sunday of Lent  
11am Holy Communion 

12:45pm Holy Baptisms 

17 2nd Sunday of Lent 
8am Holy Communion (BCP) 

11am Morning Prayer 

24 3rd Sunday of Lent 11am Holy Communion 

27 Wednesday 10am Lauds 

31 
4th Sunday of Lent – 
Mothering Sunday 

8am Holy Communion (BCP) 

No 11am service in church today – please 
join the 10am Joint Patronal Service at St 
Mary’s followed by Said Communion 

Flowers & Cleaning Rotas 
St Mary’s – March 2019 

Dates Flowers 

1 and 8 March 2019 Jane Hodgson and Anna Clayton 
LENT MEMORIAL TABLE ONLY 

 15 and 22 March 2019 Esther Bond and Doreen Potter  
LENT MEMORIAL TABLE ONLY 

 
29 March 2019 

Penny Cardwell and Nyla Heighes  

LENT MEMORIAL TABLE ONLY 

MOTHERING SUNDAY 

St Martin’s – March 2019 

Dates Flowers Cleaning 

3 March Phillips/Logan Mrs Luff 

6 March 
ASH WEDNESDAY 

 Mrs Jenkins 

10 March Phillips/Logan Mrs Jenkins 
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17 March Stockdale/Elliott Mrs Paramor 

24 March Stockdale/Elliott Mrs Paramor 

31 March ALL FLOWER ARRANGERS Mrs Crane 

St Martin’s church still requires two more flower arrangers. Please help if you 
can. Training and assistance will be given if needed. Ruth Timbrell 

What’s on in March 2019 
Special events – March 2019 

Day Mar Event Time/place 

Sun 3 Exodus Youth Group  

Wed 6 ASH WEDNESDAY  

Thur 10 Deadline for Parish Mag articles 

Wed 13 Special service for Lent 10am at St Mary’s – see page 3 

Mon 18 Chavey Down Women’s 
Institute Annual Meeting 

7:45pm, St Martin’s church hall 

Wed 20 Special service for Lent 10am at St Martin’s – see page 3 

Sat 23 Woodley Concert Band Spring 
Concert: 
‘East meets West’ 

7:30pm Reddam House Theatre 
Tickets £12 (£10 concessions) 
£5 under 16s 

Tues 26 Winkfield, Cranbourne & 
Chavey Down Benefice Annual 
Parochial Church Council 
Meeting 

6pm – 7pm at Tanglewood, 
SL5 8RF 

Wed 27 Special service for Lent 10am at St Martin’s – see page 3 

Fri 29 Parish Mag Collation 

Regular events (see also www.fosmw.com/parishmag) 
Day Event 

Mondays not 
including Bank 
Holidays 

Ascot Bridge Club – Chavey Down, Ascot. For more 
information please call David Calcutt on 886412, or visit the 
web site www.ascotbridge.org.uk 
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Day Event 

 

 

Mondays not 
including Bank 
Holidays (cont) 

Pilates with Amanda Mann at St Martin’s Church from 9:30-
10:30am & 10:45-11:45am. Visit the website: 
www.amandamann.uk.com or email 
info@amandamann.uk.com or call Amanda on 07767 816499 

Ballet With Victoria Lyons at St Peters Hall. For more 
information call 638538. 

Ascot Yoga 7:45-9pm at Carnation hall. Visit 
www.AscotFitness.co.uk for more info or contact Flo Young 
on 07711 077038 email Flo@AscotFitness.co.uk 

2nd Monday of 
the month 

Whist Drive at 7:30pm in the White Hart, Church Road, 
SL4 4SE 

Tuesdays 
Short Mat Bowls at Carnation Hall at 7pm. For more 
information please ring 882137 and 301158  

1st Tuesday of 
the month  

St Mary’s Women’s Guild meeting at 2:30pm, now always at 
St Mary’s church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesdays  

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXTEND – fun, fitness & movement classes for the over-60s. 
10:30-11:30am at St Martin’s Church Hall, SL5 8RR. Please 
contact Elizabeth Wright AISTID tel: 883078 or email: 
lizziewright25@hotmail.com 

Social Dancing for over 50s with ballroom Dancing and Line 
Dancing at 1:30pm-3:30pm at Coopers Hill Hall next to 
Bracknell Station £2.50. Phone Lynda on tel no: 01344 
451878. 

Zumba gold class at St Peter’s church hall 7-8pm 

Chavey Down Association Bingo Club at St Martin’s Hall 
(fortnightly) at 8pm contact Monica or David on 884348. 

The NOMADS Table Tennis Club at Carnation Hall, For more 
information contact Mike on 773939. 

Pilates classes at Carnation Hall: Contact Rebecca on 0774 860 
3145, email: pilatesascot@btinternet.com or visit 
www.pilatesascot.co.uk. 



– 13 – 

Day Event 

 

Wednesdays 
(cont) 

Soft Furnishing/Dressmaking Courses on Wednesdays. Day 
and evening courses. Places available. Please contact Sally Beer 
on tel no: 01344 882528 for further details, the venue 
schedule and timings. 

2nd Wednesday 
of the month 

Ascot Horticultural Society meets at 7:45pm in King Edward’s 
Hall, North Ascot (unless otherwise stated). All welcome. 
Admission: members £1 and visitors £2.50. Details on 
www.ascothorticulturalsociety.org.uk or call Peter Cleare on 
01344 622086. 

Thursdays 

CHAT & CRAFT – now including Chess, Scrabble and Bridge. 
Between 2 and 4pm at St Peters Church. Entry £1. Open to all. 
Finish that project, enjoy a good game, or just come for a 
cuppa and chat. For more information please contact Anne 
Crewe on 01344 885091 or email: annecrewe83@gmail.com 

The Carnation Badminton Club plays on Thursdays at 
Carnation Hall, 8-10pm. New members welcome. 

CLUBBERCISE Dance Fitness class at Carnation Hall 7-8pm, 
For more info, please see www.Ascot Fitness.co.uk or contact 
Flo Young on 07711077038 or Flo@AscotFitness.co.uk 

1st Sunday of 
the month 

Exodus - Benefice Youth Group – Meeting on the first Sunday 
of the month (term time only) from 6-7pm. For all the young 
people of the Benefice, and their friends, in Years 6-9. A 
mixture of fun and Christian teaching. Please let Revd Huw 
Mordecai, know if you would like to come. Tel no: 01344 
893973. Email ID: beneficeminister@gmail.com 

October-March at: Tanglewood, Birch Lane, Long Hill Road, 
Chavey Down SL5 8RF  

April-September: St Peter's Church, Hatchet Lane, 
Cranbourne, SL4 2EG. 
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More news from around the Parish 
Friends of St Mary's Winkfield (www.fosmw.com) 

St Mary’s Organ 

All restoration work on the organ has now been completed.  There will be a 
celebratory organ recital on Saturday 8 June at 7:30pm.  

This recital will be given by David Goode, organist and head of keyboard at Eton 
College; this he combines with an international concert career.  

              David Goode organ recital 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Electrics 

The next project is the Electrical re-wiring at St Mary’s.  Details should be 
available for discussion at the AGM on 28 February. 

Many thanks to those who have recently joined FOSMW.  If you haven’t yet 
joined then please consider doing so.  Application forms available in the Church 
and online (www.fosmw.com). 

Lesley Philpot, Chairman 
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St Mary’s Women’s Guild – February meeting 

Guild members thanked Doreen Potter for her beautiful flower arrangements for 
Ann Whittington’s Memorial service.  Thanks were also expressed to all flowers 
arrangers for decorating the church for Christmas. 

Members were asked for ideas for fund raising as there is much to be done this 
year. 

Patricia Powell, Guild member, gave a talk on parachuting. 

While in her early 20s Patricia, in the 1960s, had shared accommodation in a 
student hostel in the Alps with a girl who had a keen interest in parachuting, 
which is recognised in France as an organised sport.   

Patricia’s training took three months and was carried out by ex-military 
personnel.  She learnt how to jump, fall and pack her own parachute, under 
supervision.  She was also required to take both written and practical exams and 
undergo a medical.  When these requirements were met, she was awarded a 
certificate. 

The bi-plane held the pilot, navigator and three jumpers who were attached to a 
static line. When the parachute opened it revealed a round canopy; it is the air 
underneath which holds the jumper up.  As you land you tuck your elbows in, 
head forward, bend your knees, roll from side to side before standing up.   

Quite by coincidence, Patricia did a temporary job with the British Parachute 
Association when she returned to England, but she did not have any further 
opportunities to jump.   

When asked questions Patricia said that in all she completed 7/8 jumps during 
the winter months, starting in January and going into early spring.  She jumped 
from a height of 5 – 6,000 feet. 

The Guild thanked Patricia for her fascinating talk, which also prompted 
Margaret Blackburn to remember a parachute jump she had done to raise money 
for the Red Cross. 
The meeting closed with all members saying The Grace. 

Lesley Philpot, President 

Note from the Editors: We are sure many readers have had wonderful 
experiences like Patricia’s that would interest our readers! Do write to us about its 
– we would be very happy to help in any way we can. 
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Good Neighbours Scheme 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bracknell Forest Community Network 

Matthew Clift, Development Manager of the Bracknell Forest Community 
Network writes: 

I would like all local people to know about the work of the Network. 

The Bracknell Forest Community Network (which is based on the Lambeth 
Collaborative model and mental health recovery principles) has as its objective 
supporting individuals and (with their carers) to: 

 remain socially included,  
 better understand their mental health,  
 prevent relapse,  
 develop confidence, life skills and resilience so that they can live as 

independently as possible, with a reduced likelihood of needing 
secondary mental health support and bed-based provision.  

Network Recovery Facilitators enhance short-term recovery by using relationship 
and confidence building, graded exposure, anxiety management and motivational 
techniques to support individuals and their carers, including helping them to 
access and attend appointments, obtain benefits, housing, education, 
volunteering, employment, social activities, appointments and a better life after 
Network support.  
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When short-term support is finished and their recovery journey has sufficiently 
progressed, the individual’s care is transferred back to their GP. 

Since May 2017, the Bracknell Forest Community Network has supported more 
than 380 adults living with mental ill-health including psychosis, personality 
disorder, post-traumatic stress disorder, eating disorders, dementia, anxiety and 
depression. The Network has been developed in partnership with the individuals 
it supports as well their carers who are invited to give on-going feedback to 
ensure it continues to meet their needs. 

Thoughts of all sorts 
The Penny 

I am sure that in everybody’s house you will find somewhere a box full of keys, 
little pieces of metal with velvet cords, old bulldog clips, and other things that 
might come in useful, or that might just unlock a long-forgotten suitcase that had 
been in the attic for years. 

I found one such box the other day, and it contained an almost unrecognisable old 
penny; flattened to a shape more ear-like than round. Why had it been kept? I 
have no idea – but it contained a little magic that unlocked a memory and 
whisked me back to 7-year-old boyhood. For I remembered how we found that 
penny. 

It was wartime, and my older brother Nick and I were at boarding school. This 
was no ordinary school. Its normal location was in Winchester, but Kenneth 
Tindall, the headmaster, was advised that the south of England was too 
dangerous for his charges, so he evacuated the school, lock stock and barrel, to 
Scotland, first to Stranraer, and then to Blair Castle, the seat of the Dukes of 
Atholl. So it is to Blair that my memories took me. 

Travelling to Blair Atholl by train for the start of term was an adventure in itself. 
The “London Mush” comprised the boys who lived in London; they met in 
Euston Station to travel together, with school staff to supervise, on the 7:20pm 
Inverness train. Tearful boys and tearful mothers would exchange last words, all 
too well aware of the dangers of wartime London, and at last the train would 
leave for the long journey northwards. Early the next day we would cross the 
border, and we would eventually reach tiny Blair Atholl station by lunch-time.  

All trains on the mostly single-track line from Perth to Inverness would stop at 
Blair Atholl, for the land to build the track was only sold by the 7th Duke of Atholl 
in the early 1900s on the condition that all trains stopped there. 
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Once there, we would walk the mile to the Castle, while our baggage followed on 
by cart. Arriving at the Castle for my first day of boarding school, for the first time 
away from maternal care, was a daunting experience. My 8th birthday was still 5 
days in the future. My brother Nick, 1000 days my senior, was a tower of 
practical sense – scarcely the mother-figure for which I often craved, but solid, 
reliable, and usually comforting. 

Soon after the start of term, the joyous news of VE day came. Even the homesick 
new-boys like myself were happy, and the School celebrated with a huge bonfire, 
on which an effigy of Hitler was incinerated. 

Visits from the parents were few and far between, but half-term in Summer 1945 
was a special occasion. Our parents stayed in the Killiecrankie Hotel, and we 
could spend time together, walking, talking and playing games, before the 
inevitable departure, softened by gifts of chocolate or sweets that had been saved 
up for on the sparse wartime rations. Nick and I were able at one point to go off 
walking on our own (no doubt because the parents were coping with 1-year-old 
brother Daniel) and it was not far from the hotel that we found the railway 
tunnel, where the nearby river Garry zigzags, because of a low rocky promontory 
– famous for the Battle of Killiecrankie and the Soldier’s Leap pass. With no room 
to divert, the railway engineers dug a short tunnel for the track. 

“If we put our heads on the rail, we will be able to hear if there is a train coming,” 
said practical Nick. So we did, and there was no train. “We should be able to walk 
through this tunnel – it isn’t long,” said Nick. “What if a train comes when we are 
in it?” I asked anxiously. “Oh, you just lean back against the wall and it goes by,” 
said Nick reassuringly. I thought of the trains that we knew came that way – 
great steam monsters, belching smoke, tearing the air as the carriages would go 
by in the narrow space of a single-track tunnel, but I recognised Nick’s 
confidence, and my qualms vanished. 

“In any case,” said Nick knowingly, “they have little hollows in the tunnel where 
you can stand when the train comes.” 

So through we went. No train came. We came safely out of the tunnel at the other 
end. 

Blinking in the summer sun, we stood clear of the track. “Look,” said Nick, “a 
penny! Someone must have come through the tunnel, and put it on the track to 
see what would happen to it when the train ran over it.” It was almost 
unrecognisable as a penny, flattened to a shape more ear-like than round. 

Now, wherever did we put that radiator key? 
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This short story by Anthony Hodson was written for “Old Penny Stories” (April 
2011), edited and published by Louis McCagg. 
Holy day – 9 March: Savio: - the youngster who found God 

A number of years ago the hit film Slumdog Millionaire touched millions of 
people with its story of a youngster triumphing against all the odds.  Dominic 
Savio did the same thing.  In fact, he is a good patron ‘child saint’ for children 
today who struggle to get anywhere in life.   

Savio (1842 – 57) was born into a poor family in Riva, near Turin.  There were 
ten children.  The father was a blacksmith, the mother a seamstress.  Somehow, 
they managed school fees, and when Dominic was 12, he was sent to the famous 
school of John Bosco at Turin.    

A strict Roman Catholic school wasn’t exactly the set for ‘Who wants to be a 
Millionaire’, but Savio loved it.  He responded with enthusiasm to the wise and 
moderate spiritual guidance of Bosco, and began to grow.  He was soon widely 
loved for his cheerfulness and friendliness to all.  He was respected by fellow 
students for his mature, sound advice.  Behind it all lay the key:  Savio had 
discovered God for himself, and had responded with all his heart: – one story of 
him tells how he was rapt in prayer for six hours continuously.   

Sadly, Dominic Savio contracted tuberculosis.  Like AIDS today, it was incurable.  
He accepted his disease with dignity and composure.  He did not fear death – his 
deep and radiant faith assured him that something far better lay beyond.   

 Savio died aged only 15.  He had never been a millionaire; his riches lay in his 
faith in Jesus Christ.  The memory of this lovable lad lived on, so deeply had he 
touched the hearts of the people who knew him.  Over 100 years later he was still 
remembered – and made a saint by the Roman Catholic Church. 

The Woodley Concert Band rehearses each week in Woodley in the hall of the 
Catholic Primary School dedicated to St Dominic Savio 
What millenuials look for in a job 

Older generations may seek job security, but millennials are putting work-life 
balance as their first priority when it comes to choosing work. 

A recent survey by YouGov found that one third said work-life balance was the 
most important factor, followed by pay, the work culture, and the length of the 
commute. Long-term job security came last. 

Young people expect to have between three to five jobs over their life-time.  Just 
six per cent wanted to stay with their present company for more than five years. 
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Children’s Corner 
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