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A message from Huw – February 2019 
The Year Ahead 

“Young people today think they know it all! They do not listen to their elders, and 
have no interest in what has gone before.” Those words, so I have been told, are 
the first words ever written in any language, a thousand years or so before Jesus 
was born. A quick Google search to try to check has been inconclusive but I rather 
hope they are the first. Some parts of human nature don’t seem to change, and 
we can all easily feel that we are not respected enough, and other people aren’t 
listening to us. If someone else claimed that the first written words were, “Old 
people don’t take me seriously!” I would find that equally plausible. 

Looking at what 2019 may bring is a sobering prospect. Whatever your views it is 
easy to see troubles ahead. Some are eagerly looking forward to leaving the EU; 
others are filled with fear at the idea. Some think a new referendum is likely, so 
that we would stay in Europe, others feel that this would be an insult to their 
democratically expressed views two years ago. To my mind the saddest part of 
this debate is how polarised it has become. Certainly crass remarks have flown 
around, leaving people feeling they are being written off as idiots when they 
express deeply held opinions. I’ve even heard people saying, “I’m no longer 
speaking to her/him, because of their views on Brexit,” which I find very sad 
indeed. (Things get even worse across the Atlantic, where America is just as 
bitterly divided over the issue of Trump.) 

Jesus warned us that, “A house divided against itself cannot stand” (Mark 3.25). 
Like it or not, we are one nation, and we need to listen to one another. Basic 
manners demand that (and how I wish we saw more good behaviour from those 
in prominent public positions!) but I think our future prosperity as a country 
depends on that just as much. Yes, I have my own views on Brexit, but I live with 
the fact that I may well be wrong there, as I have been on so many issues in the 
past, and will be again in the future. Working together, even when we disagree, is 
an important part of any democracy. The chances are that, in many areas, no one 
of us has the completely right answer. If we listen, and take each other seriously, 
together we stand a chance of discovering a solution. 

All of which is fine in theory, but when we are scared it is easy to become 
defensive; to pull up the drawbridge and refuse to communicate. Many of us are 
frightened at the moment, and that fear can distort our better judgement. In 
times of uncertainty, I have often drawn comfort from some words that are not 
in the Bible, but which were written by Minnie Louise Haskins (1875-1957). They 
became part of our national story, at a time when we faced much greater threats 
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than at the present, when King George VI used them in his Christmas broadcast 
in 1939 (the poem is given in full on page 19): 

And I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year: “Give me a light 
that I may tread safely into the unknown.” 

And he replied: “Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the 
Hand of God. That shall be to you better than light and safer than a 
known way.” 

From the Parish Registers 
There were no weddings to report for December 2018 or January 2019 

Baptisms    

Welcome to the following child, baptised into God’s church recently: 

2nd December 2018 Daisy Sanford 

Funerals and interments 

An interment of ashes was carried out at St Mary’s church for the late  
Mrs Susan Morris on Sunday 18 November 2018. 

An interment of ashes was carried out at St Peter’s church for the late  
Mrs Hilda Brant on Wednesday 28 November 2018. 

A funeral service at St Mary’s church, followed by a committal at Easthampstead 
Park crematorium, was carried out for the late Mrs Janet Dalton (known to all as 
‘Rose’) on Thursday 6 December 2018. 

A funeral service at Easthampstead Park crematorium followed by a memorial 
service at St Mary’s church was carried out for the late Mrs Ann Whittington on 
Tuesday 11 December 2018. 

Requiescant in pace 

Bits and Pieces 
Office opening hours  

Monday-Friday 9:30am – 12noon. 

Contact info 

Church Office: c/o St Martin’s Church, Church Road,  
Chavey Down, SL5 8RR Phone: 01344 882933  
Website: www.winkfieldandcranbourne.org.uk  
email: admin@winkfieldandcranbourne.org.uk 
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If you are arranging an event, please contact Alison Burt in the Church Office, so 
that it can be noted in the Church diary and mentioned on the website. Alison will 
endeavour to keep track of activities and timings etc. You may view event details 
on the website given above. 

Prayers are held every week at 9:15am on:  

 Monday at St Peter's 
 Tuesday at St Martin's 

 Wednesday at St Mary's 
 Thursday at St Martin's  

For further details please contact the church office. All are welcome to attend. 

Parish Mag compilation & collation c/o www.fosmw.com 

The collation date for the March Parish Mag is Friday 22 February 2019 The 
deadline for articles etc. is Thursday 10 February 2019. 

If any one would like to come and help us with the Parish Mag collation for an 
hour or so, please contact Margaret Smith (Tel: 01344 882433 or mobile: 
07709 285291 or email margaret@rosie25.plus.com). We also need someone to 
manage the distribution of the printed magazine: please contact the church office 
at the contact details above. 

The online colour-edition of the parish mag is at www.fosmw.com/parishmag 

Events, Notices and Dates for your Diaries 
Friends of St Mary’s Winkfield AGM (2019) 

The Friends AGM will take place on Thursday 28 February at 8pm in Popels Hall 
and all members and, indeed, non-members, are invited to attend. We hope that 
all interested in our beautiful church will consider coming, with the possibility of 
joining the Friends in their good work.  

Lesley Philpot, Chairman 

Become a Trustee  

Winkfield Parochial Charities have been providing Almshouse accommodation in 
the Parish for over a hundred years. We maintain eight almshouse flats near to 
St. Mary’s Church for retired women who have limited financial resources and 
wish to live independently; we also look after Popel’s Hall. 

Our volunteer trustees manage these properties. 

There is no fund raising involved as the Charities were established to be self-
financing. You would need to be able to attend a meeting every three months, on 
a weekday evening, and become involved in carrying out the actions agreed at 
these meetings. 
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If you would like more information, please call Richard Wyatt on 07974 824583 
or email winkfieldparochialcharities@outlook.com .  

Chavey Down Women’s Institute  

Our February meeting will take place on Monday 18th in St Martin’s church hall at 
7:45pm. 

Once a year we try to have a talk by a charity. This year it was requested by some 
members that we have ‘The Cats Protection’, which is very active in this area, as I 
am sure that most of you know. 

‘Cats Protection’ is the only single species cat charity in this country. So even if 
you don’t care for cats there is always something that you can learn! 

I promise you a warm welcome awaits you, and you will meet lots of people you 
know. 

Janey Bethune-Williams 01344 883854 

St Mary's Choirs - Adult and Junior 

Members of both the Junior and Adult choirs took part in the service of 9 lessons 
and carols. Several of St Mary’s Extra Singers also joined for the performance. 
This service was excellently led by John Kimbell.  

Junior Choir rehearsals started again in January and continue on Thursdays at 
6:45pm. The Junior Choir has a solo spot at the Family Matins services on second 
Sundays. 

If anyone would like to join either choir please do contact me.  

Lesley Philpot Lesleyphilpot50@gmail.com 01344 427561 

Winkfield and North Ascot Good Neighbours Scheme 

We are always looking for people to join us as drivers. If you have some spare 
time, are patient, caring and in good health, you could volunteer and make a big 
difference to local people. Interested? Please contact Lynne Wilkes on 01344-
884947 or email to lynnebobben@btinternet.com 

Ascot Horticultural Society 

I am sure that I am not alone in admitting that I am not a great fan of February. 
Winter's been going on far too long. That said it is heartening to note the 
lengthening days, the sun becoming higher and warmer, and the early blooms of 
daffodils, hellebores, and cyclamen appearing in sheltered spots, delicate crocus 
flowers cladding the dull earth with vivid splashes of colour on sunny days, and 
eventually dazzling white carpets of snowdrops which are guaranteed to draw 
the crowds. 
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All are signs that spring is just around the corner. However, winter can still bite 
back. Remember the ‘Beast from the East’? 

Some people like to escape during February by taking a break in a more benign 
climate. Others may just dream about exotic destinations. If that is the case then 
our meeting on Wednesday 13 February may well be of interest. Many of our 
familiar garden plants are derived from wild species originally found in Central 
Asia. It is likely that many more remain to be discovered.  

Two years ago, in such a quest, Andrew Radgick joined a small plant-hunting 
expedition to Iran. Along the way he also had a rare opportunity to see something 
of this somewhat enigmatic land. He will be sharing some of his experiences and 
impressions of the country –its flora, architecture and culture - with a superbly 
illustrated talk entitled ‘Bulbs and Dionysias’.  

Given a heated propagator or warm windowsill, February is a good time to sow 
tomatoes, aubergines, sweet peppers, celeriac, and other vegetable and flower 
crops which benefit from a long growing season. An alternative and easier option 
is to bypass the laborious sowing and seedling stages and rely instead on the well 
stocked local nurseries and garden centres.  

The nursery trade, now a major industry, has rather shrouded origins but it saw 
a rapid rise in England in the 17th and 18th centuries. London nurserymen were 
at the centre of this exciting and lucrative business.  

Our guest speaker on Wednesday 13th March, Karen Bridgman, a local garden 
historian, will be returning with some more of her fascinating stories from 
gardening history. In her talk, ‘17th & 18th Century London nurserymen and 
their plants’, she will be looking at some of the characters involved and the plants 
they sold at nurseries and seed-shops in and around the Capital 

On Wednesday 10th April we are due to stage our Spring Show in King Edward’s 
Hall. Hopefully, by then, winter will have finally released its grip. We look 
forward once again to an abundant and intensely colourful display. A real 
celebration of Spring and the beginning of another growing season.  

Our events and activities are open to all. For further details log on to 
www.ascothorticulturalsociety.org.uk or call 01344 622086. 

Peter Cleare, Ascot Horticultural Society 

Ascot Speakers 

Ascot Speakers, your local community public speaking club, is affiliated with 
Toastmasters International and follow this well-respected programme. Meetings 
are held on 2nd and 4th Wednesday evenings at All Souls’ Church, South Ascot, 
7:15pm for 7:30pm start.  
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Members practice public speaking and leadership skills in a friendly and 
supportive environment.  

We are fortunate to meet in the beautiful All Souls’ church, which was, after all, 
designed for public speaking.  

Members progress at their own chosen pace, and mentoring is available. There is 
no charge for guests to attend, so why not visit one of our meetings and decide if 
this is for you? Forthcoming meetings are on February 13th and 27th. For further 
information, contact: 

Email: info@ascotspeakers.org.uk 
Ascot Speakers: www.ascotspeakers.org.uk 
Toastmasters International: https://www.toastmasters.org/ 

Memories of Peter Vaughan 
Peter was born in Datchet on 21st March 1931. He attended St. Mary's School and 
was confirmed at St Mary’s church, Datchet. 

He joined his brother-in-law's building firm in Windsor, working in the office and 
there he qualified as a Quantity Surveyor. 

At the age of 21, he spent 2 years National Service in Egypt, living the whole time 
in tents. There was no UK leave in those days, and traveling was by troop ship. 
He recalled that the diet consisted mainly of sand. 

Peter and Audrey were courting as teenagers and had not seen each other while 
he was away. On his return, they were soon engaged, and they were married in 
June 1954 at St Mary's Church, Datchet. 

In 1963, Peter together with his brothers, set up their own building company in 
Windsor, Vaughan Brothers Ltd., which was very successful and highly respected 
in the area. 

Peter and Audrey lived in Windsor until moving to Maiden's Green in 1975, 
where they lived at Tory Hall Farm. They soon became pillars of the community 
and in particular, of St Mary's Church Winkfield. 

Peter had wide interests outside of work, always managing a healthy work/life 
balance. He owned a boat ‘Mayella’, moored on the River Thames, with riotous 
day trips and often longer, travelling to Lechlade, Bath and Teddington. 

He was a member of Windsor lions Club and, amongst many activities, set up the 
Sponsored Obstacle Horse Ride in the Windsor Great Park, a big event during a 
spring weekend involving up to 1,000 riders across two days. He organised the 
event for over 20 years, raising more than £1,000,000 for local charities. It is still 
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held every year, and is a major equestrian event that would not have happened 
without Peter. 

He served for many years as Chairman of Maiden's Green Society, a very time 
consuming task. 

Peter and Audrey were best known for their work and commitment to the Parish 
of Winkfield. Peter took on the role of PCC Treasurer after Peter Rose retired, 
while maintaining his role as Churchwarden. 

Peter was always ready to help and direct raising funds for the church. As an 
example, a single letter from him requesting financial help for a new gas-fired 
heating system for St. Mary's resulted in the reply, "Just send me the invoice 
when the job is done". That was about forty years ago, from a very generous and 
anonymous donor. 

The last time the organ was rebuilt at a similar-sized cost, Peter set up a fund-
raising committee inviting ten of the most prominent parishioners. It only needed 
to meet once! 

After Peter and Audrey moved away from Winkfield, the PCC were faced with 
major works to the Bell Tower that would cost £330,000. They made a generous 
offer, which kick-started the Fund Raising Committee. It never looked back, 
raising the balance within twelve months. The fund-raising also enabled major 
work to the forecourt, a lot of which was done by local voluntary labour. 

Peter had a great sense of humour and always saw the "bigger picture". 

He died on 20th July 2018 after a long battle with Alzheimer's disease, aged 87. 
He was a man of complete integrity. What a great innings he had in life! 

Brian Cox 

  

Music, Merriment & More! 
Bracknell Community Day 

Saturday 15 June 2019 
In Bond Square, The Lexicon (next to Waitrose) 

Free live entertainment for all the family 11am to 4pm 

Discover Bracknell's cultural diversity with groups and  
clubs of all ages and interests 

Brass Bands, Morris Dancers,  

Line Dancers, Singers ... plus lots, lots more! 

20 community stalls with family activities and games 

Supported by The Lexicon - Bracknell Community Day Organising Committee: involve Bracknell, 
Easthampstead Rotary Club, The Bracknell Forest Society and Bracknell Forest U3A 
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SERVICES ACROSS THE BENEFICE 
St Mary’s, Winkfield – February 2019  

Date Day Time Service 

3 5th Sunday before Lent 

9:30am Family Praise 

11am Holy Communion (BCP) 

12:45pm Holy Baptisms 

10 4th Sunday before Lent 
8am Holy Communion (BCP) 

10am Family Matins 

17 3rd Sunday before Lent 
9:30am Family Praise 

11am Holy Communion (BCP) 

24 2nd Sunday before Lent 

8am Holy Communion (BCP) 

9:30am Messy Church 

11am Morning Prayer 

St Martin’s, Chavey Down – February 2019  

Date Day Time Service 

3 5th Sunday before Lent 9:30am All Together 

10 4th Sunday before Lent 9:30am Holy Communion 

17 3rd Sunday before Lent 9:30am Morning Prayer 

24 2nd Sunday before Lent 9:30am Holy Communion 

St Peter’s, Cranbourne – February 2019 

Date Day Time Service 

3 5th Sunday before Lent 
8am Holy Communion (BCP) 

11am SPATS – All Together 

10 4th Sunday before Lent 
11am Holy Communion 

12:45pm Holy Baptisms 

17 3rd Sunday before Lent 
8am Holy Communion (BCP) 

11am Morning Prayer 

24 2nd Sunday before Lent 11am Holy Communion (BCP) 
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Flowers & Cleaning Rotas 
St Mary’s – February 2019 

Dates Flowers 

1 and 8 February 2019 Penny Cardwell and Doreen Potter 

15 and 22 February 2019 Arabella Cameron and Doreen Potter 

St Martin’s – February 2019 

Dates Flowers Cleaning 
13 Jan 2019 Mrs Timbrell/Mrs Phillips Mrs Crane 

20 Jan 2019 Mrs Timbrell/Mrs Phillips Mrs Crane 

27 Jan 2019 Mrs Bunker/Mrs Smith Mrs Paramor 

St Martin’s church still requires two more flower arrangers. Please help if you 
can. Training and assistance will be given if needed. Ruth Timbrell 

What’s on in February 2019 
Special events – February 2019 

Day Feb Event Time/place 

Sat 2 Baptism Preparation 

Marriage Preparation 
9am to 11am at St Mary’s 

12:30pm to 4pm at St Mary’s 

Sun 3 Exodus Youth Group 6pm – 7pm at Tanglewood, SL5 
8RF 

Fri 8 Winkfield St Mary PTA Quiz 
Night 

7:30pm, Carnation Hall 
Tickets £5  

Sat 9 Bellringers’ Quiz Night 7pm, St Martin’ s church hall  

Sun 10 Deadline for Parish Mag articles 

Wed 13 Ascot Speakers. Also on 27 
February 

7:15pm for 7:30 start. All Souls’ 
church, South Ascot  

Mon 18 Chavey Down Women’s 
Institute  

7:45pm. St Martin’s church Hall 

Thu 28 AGM for the Friends of 
St Mary’s Winkfield 

8pm, Popels Hall 
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Regular events (see also www.fosmw.com/parishmag) 
Day Event 

Mondays not 
including Bank 
Holidays 

Ascot Bridge Club – Chavey Down, Ascot. For more 
information please call David Calcutt on 886412, or visit the 
web site www.ascotbridge.org.uk 

Pilates with Amanda Mann at St Martin’s Church from 9:30-
10:30am & 10:45-11:45am. Visit the website: 
www.amandamann.uk.com or email 
info@amandamann.uk.com or call Amanda on 07767 816499 

Ballet With Victoria Lyons at St Peters Hall. For more 
information call 638538. 

Ascot Yoga 7:45-9pm at Carnation hall. Visit 
www.AscotFitness.co.uk for more info or contact Flo Young 
on 07711 077038 email Flo@AscotFitness.co.uk 

2nd Monday of 
the month 

Whist Drive at 7:30pm in the White Hart, Church Road, 
SL4 4SE 

Tuesdays 
Short Mat Bowls at Carnation Hall at 7pm. For more 
information please ring 882137 and 301158  

1st Tuesday of 
the month  

St Mary’s Women’s Guild meeting at 2:30pm, now always at 
St Mary’s church. 

Wednesdays  

EXTEND – fun, fitness & movement classes for the over-60s. 
10:30-11:30am at St Martin’s Church Hall, SL5 8RR. Please 
contact Elizabeth Wright AISTID tel: 883078 or email: 
lizziewright25@hotmail.com 

Social Dancing for over 50s with ballroom Dancing and Line 
Dancing at 1:30pm-3:30pm at Coopers Hill Hall next to 
Bracknell Station £2.50. Phone Lynda on tel no: 01344 
451878. 

Zumba gold class at St Peter’s church hall 7-8pm 

Chavey Down Association Bingo Club at St Martin’s Hall 
(fortnightly) at 8pm contact Monica or David on 884348. 

The NOMADS Table Tennis Club at Carnation Hall, For more 
information contact Mike on 773939. 
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Day Event 

Pilates classes at Carnation Hall: Contact Rebecca on 0774 860 
3145, email: pilatesascot@btinternet.com or visit 
www.pilatesascot.co.uk. 

Soft Furnishing/Dressmaking Courses on Wednesdays. Day 
and evening courses. Places available. Please contact Sally Beer 
on tel no: 01344 882528 for further details, the venue 
schedule and timings. 

2nd Wednesday 
of the month 

Ascot Horticultural Society meets at 7:45pm in King Edward’s 
Hall, North Ascot (unless otherwise stated). All welcome. 
Admission: members £1 and visitors £2.50. Details on 
www.ascothorticulturalsociety.org.uk or call Peter Cleare on 
01344 622086. 

 

CHAT & CRAFT – now including Chess, Scrabble and Bridge. 
Between 2 and 4pm at St Peters Church. Entry £1. Open to all. 
Finish that project, enjoy a good game, or just come for a 
cuppa and chat. For more information please contact Anne 
Crewe on 01344 885091 or email: annecrewe83@gmail.com 

The Carnation Badminton Club plays on Thursdays at 
Carnation Hall, 8-10pm. New members welcome. 

1st Sunday of 
the month 

Exodus - Benefice Youth Group – Meeting on the first Sunday 
of the month (term time only) from 6-7pm. For all the young 
people of the Benefice, and their friends, in Years 6-9. A 
mixture of fun and Christian teaching. Please let Revd Huw 
Mordecai, know if you would like to come. Tel no: 01344 
893973. Email ID: beneficeminister@gmail.com 

October-March at: Tanglewood, Birch Lane, Long Hill Road, 
Chavey Down SL5 8RF  

April-September: St Peter's Church, Hatchet Lane, 
Cranbourne, SL4 2EG. 

In Memory of Ann Whittington 
It was with great sadness that we learned of the death of Ann Whittington on 
3 November 2018.  

Ann had been a member of St Mary’s church since 1950 when she, her husband 
Dr Alan Whittington and son Richard, moved back to the South of England after 
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three years in Yorkshire and Lancashire. They settled in Locks Ride and as Alan’s 
duties as a junior partner were initially very onerous, Ann had to shelve the idea 
of continuing her own career as a physiotherapist and take on a full-time role as a 
doctor’s wife: “On call” for home visits and telephone calls. Two years later a 
second son John was born. 

In 1963 Ann, with other members of St Mary’s, founded the Women’s Guild, a 
group established to take care of the interior of the Church. She was President 
many times and was elected as one of the two Vice Presidents some years ago. 

The flower arrangements for regular services and special events were a Guild 
responsibility and Ann, a lover of flowers and an excellent gardener, produced 
magnificent arrangements for weddings, Easter, Harvest and Christmas.  

In 1984 Alan suffered a stroke and overnight Ann became his carer. This lasted 
for 18 years. During this time Ann’s arthritis became more intrusive and about 8 
years ago she gradually became tetraplegic and needed full-time care herself. She 
was looked after by a wonderful group of carers and was able to remain in her 
own home. 

Ann’s family grew and she had five grandchildren. She was very thrilled to have 
been able to attend grandson David’s wedding in Oxfordshire, travelling in a 
specially converted taxi. 

Ann was elegant and gracious and took great pride in her appearance to the very 
end. She was an extremely generous person – generous with her time, generous 
with her interest and generous with her help. She was never sorry for herself, 
never lost her wonderful sense of humour, and was always welcoming.  

It was a privilege to have known her. 

Lesley Philpot 

Ann was also an expert artist in watercolours, and some of her flower paintings 
were sold in aid of the St Mary’s Belltower appeal. Eds. 

News from around the Parish 
Bell Ringers Report January 2019 

November 11th was a momentous occasion in 2018 and the tower bell ringers 
were delighted to respond to the call for all the tower bells to ring across the 
country at 12:30pm. We had many ringers join in before the service for our usual 
ringing and then after for the Armistice ring – we rang a special method written 
for the occasion called Memorial Bob Doubles. It was both simple and effective 
and allowed all the ringers present to participate. It was a very special day. 
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The structural engineer visited the tower and the report suggests that the 
problems are not quite as severe as we feared but remedial work is needed. For 
further information contact Tony (tower captain) or Trevor (steeple keeper). 

The Music and Merriment Concert was the usual enormous success, with solos 
from youngsters, the 5T’s Brass Quintet , recitals, hand bells, lots of singing and, 
of course, mulled wine and mince pies!! A total triumph. 

It was a great pleasure to ring the tower bells following the memorial service for 
Ann Whittington who was always so enjoyed our bells. 

The hand bell ringers were invited to ring at the Savill Building; our chosen 
charity was ‘Guide Dogs for the Blind’ as Helena is involved with training a dog. 
We raised a respectable sum for them in just one hour and everyone enjoyed 
seeing the dogs while they listened to our ringing. 

In the evening we rang at The Priory as the audience were arriving for a concert - 
so a busy day!!! 

The following day the hand bells participated in the 9 lessons and Carols service 
which was really lovely! 

The bells annual Christmas dinner was a huge success this time at The Thatched 
Tavern – delicious food and great service. Thanks to Sue W for organising and 
Sue B for supplying quizzes to keep us occupied. A lovely evening! 

Our final hand bells event for the year was on Christmas Eve where we rang 
Christmas Carols at the White Hart – many thanks to Phil and Jean for 
sponsoring us so generously and supplying delicious mulled wine and mince pies. 

The tower bells continue to ring before each service and finished the year by 
ringing out the old and ringing in the New Year at midnight! 

Our very popular quiz night is at 7pm on Saturday 9 February at St Martin’s 
Church Hall – please make a note in your diaries and come along and support us; 
we are raising funds for the work that is needed on the tower. It is always a great 
event, with a delicious Ploughman’s supper. 

Jill Glennerster 
01344-884071 

The Music and Merriment Concert 2/12/18 

In the darkened church, two children, Ben and Emily, stood on the chancel steps 
singing ‘Once in Royal David’s City’ to start the Music and Merriment Concert at 
St Mary’s. As their confident and clear young voices sang out, they were joined by 
the other members of the Junior Concert Choir, who had processed up the 
centre-aisle carrying multi-coloured glowsticks.  
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One performer wrote afterwards: "… it was a most successful evening that lived 
up to its title "Music and Merriment". The ‘merriment’ part was epitomised by 
two hilarious readings, first, the Motorists Psalm, intoned by John Edwards, and 
later John and Marian Stevens explored the consequences of ‘There’s a hole in my 
bucket’. Sue Bish’s reading took a more serious line - a moving narrative: Joseph, 
bewildered by the strange events that had taken over the life of Mary, her baby 
son and himself, realises that all this is part of God’s plan for humanity’s 
salvation. 

Later, John and Caroline Kimbell brought new hilarity in their rendition of Chris 
Sugden’s ‘The Ivy and the Holly’ (remember the Kippers?), which points out that 
these two plant species are hardly up to their Christmas acclaim! 

Great instrumental talent was shown by the 5Ts Brass Quintet, playing Len 
Tyler’s ‘Pentatonics’: a first performance played with enthusiasm and liveliness 
by five skilled brass-players; it had five short movements with varying moods, 
show-casing each brass instrument. Later on, the St Mary’s handbell ringers gave 
a skilful, convincing and enjoyable performance of Christmas music, rounded off 
by Tallis’ Canon. John and Caroline Kimbell successfully marshalled the audience 
into singing the Canon’s well-known words as a round. 

The programme featured three young instrumentalists, all of whom gave fine 
performances, expressive and virtuosic. Abi Kent showed off the alto saxophone’s 
singing qualities as well as its jazzy heritage. Abbey Hardy introduced, for many, a 
new voice – the lyrical and plaintive tone of the oboe, finishing up with a lively 
movement from a baroque concerto by Marcello. 

In the second half, 10-year-old violinist Sarah Aizawa brilliantly brought out the 
mood changes of Monti’s well-known gypsy piece Czardas, switching from 
romantic to virtuosic, and her amazing technique, played entirely from memory, 
allowed the fast notes to fly from her violin at break-neck speed. Su Mei Kong, 
her accompanist, said afterwards “She wanted to play those bits really fast, and 
she could do it, so that’s how it went”. Su Mei had also accompanied the other 
solo instrumentalists with her usual skill and sensitivity. 

The Junior Concert Choir had their turn, starting off with ‘Rudolf ‘– yes, the 
reindeer – played by Ben complete with flashing red nose. The children acted out 
the dismay of Rudolph, teased for his nose, and the joy when Santa hired him as 
guide. 

They then sang another first performance, of a round that set the famous 
Christmas poem ‘Love came down at Christmas’, and they finished with ‘Sing 
high, sing low’ – a lovely modern carol to a gentle Calypso rhythm, sung with 
actions to bring out the words. They were very obviously enjoying themselves! 
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Later in the programme, the children joined the adult choir, now known as the 
Senior Concert Choir, in another first performance, making a choir of 35. They all 

have a fine performance of a 
new carol by Anthony, 
setting words by Marion 
Caragounis. A lilting tune for 
the first verse led to 
awareness of the starkness 
of the Christmas story. But 
the third verse creates a 
joyful realisation of what 
Christmas is about, as the 
original tune is overlaid by a 
joyous descant of Christmas 
joy. 

The Seniors had had an 
earlier outing in the programme, with two lively pieces under Paul Jackson’s 
baton. The first was Wilberg’s modern arrangement of the well-known ‘Ding 
Dong merrily on high’, with the lower voices used as emphasis in an off-beat 
rhythm. Jonathan Holl skilfully supplied the challenging organ accompaniment. 
Their second piece was what can only be described as a ‘patter carol’, in which a 
story of the Nativity and its aftermath is told at breakneck speed, accompanied by 
Su Mei Kong’s virtuosic piano-playing. 

Most people were unaware, but this was the first ‘outing’ of St Mary’s organ after 
completion of its renovation by organ builder Tarquin Wiggins – accomplished 
(apart from a trimming or so) just two days before the concert. Jonathan Holl 
provided the accompaniment for all of the audience carols; he also accompanied 
Wilberg’s fast-flowing ‘Ding Dong’, as reported earlier, and ‘Radiant Star’. 

All in all, it was a very successful concert, with an enjoyable interval at which 
everybody enjoyed the traditional mince-pies and mulled wine provided and 
served by the Women’s Guild. Many kind remarks have been given, but the 
appreciation of the concert was well demonstrated by the very successful retiring 
collection that (with HMRC’s small donations scheme) just topped £400. 

More than 60 people were (voluntarily) involved in the Music and Merriment 
concert, mostly performers but with many helpers ensuring that everything ran 
smoothly and the Friends of St Mary’s Winkfield would like to express their 
gratitude to all who took part in this great venture. 
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Friends of St Mary's Winkfield (www.fosmw.com) 

St Mary’s Organ 

Many have admired the sound of the re-furbished organ and the greatest 
compliment came from one of the choristers who had taken part in the Music 
and Merriment concert: “The organ is magnificent – you must be very pleased 
that all your fundraising work has now paid off”! 

There are still one or two things to attend to and all should be finally completed 
by the end of January. 

A recital to celebrate the renovation is planned for early summer, and details will 
be advised as soon as known. 

Electrical Re-wiring 

The next project is the electrical re-wiring at St Mary’s. The Diocese has been 
approached for assistance in selecting a company to undertake this work. We 
hope details will be available and discussed at the AGM on 28 February. 

Joining Friends of St Mary’s Winkfield (FOSMW) 

Thank you to those who have recently joined FOSMW. If you haven’t yet joined 
then please consider doing so. Application forms are available in the Church and 
online (www.fosmw.com). 

St Mary’s Women’s Guild – December meeting 

The Guild thanked members for decorating the Christmas Tree in time for the 
Christmas concert. The tree was kindly donated, once again, by Oaktree Garden 
Centre.  

Thanks were extended to Jonathan Hemsley who purchased two trees in pots, 
also from Oaktree Garden Centre, and set up the lighting system. The cost of 
approximately £150 was covered by private donations. The trees were sited just 
outside the main Church door. 

The purchase of a new frontal for Ordinary time (green) was discussed. This 
frontal is the one that is used most and is looking a little shabby particularly when 
alongside the new Pulpit Fall which the Guild purchased a couple of years ago. 
Guild members agreed that this was something they should work towards. 

It was agreed that the flowers for the Memorial service for Ann Whittington 
would be purchased by the Guild and arranged by Doreen Potter. The colours for 
Advent are purple and white so blooms would be purchased in accordance with 
this scheme. 



– 18 – 

John Kimbell’s invitation to the Guild for a visit to Lambrook was readily accepted 
and the date chosen is 7 May. 

The meeting ended with a short Advent Service led by Huw. 

Lesley Philpot President 

Thoughts of all sorts 
27 February - George Herbert: priest and poet  

If we were to name someone prominent from the 17th century, we might 
mention Rembrandt or Shakespeare. It is unlikely we would remember George 
Herbert, although for many people his poetry is both inspirational and well-
known. He was a prolific writer, a gifted speaker and musician. His hymns are 
still sung today, and include ‘King of Glory, King of Peace’ and ‘Teach me, my God 
and King’.  

Herbert was born into a wealthy family in Mid-Wales on 3rd April 1593. His 
father was a Member of Parliament who died when Herbert was 3 years old. His 
mother moved her large family to London where, aged 12, Herbert entered 
Westminster School. In 1609, his mother remarried, and Herbert left home to be 
a student at Trinity College, Cambridge.  

By the age of 23, Herbert had graduated with two degrees. He was fluent in Latin 
and Greek and in 1620 was elected as the University's Public Orator. He held this 
position for seven years, and for a short time was MP in his home town in Wales.  

Although Herbert was securing an illustrious future and his speeches had gained 
the attention of King James 1, he was restless. He felt God was calling him to the 
priesthood and much of Herbert’s poetry expressed his inner spiritual conflicts. 

When the King died in 1625, and two influential patrons also died at about the 
same time, Herbert responded to God’s call on his life and gave up his secular 
ambitions. He married in 1629, and became a priest in a small Anglican church in 
Bemerton in Wiltshire. 

Here he found inner peace at last, serving God in the local community. His poetic 
talent continued to flourish along with his musicianship as a skilled lutenist. After 
only three years as a priest, he died of tuberculosis on 1st March 1633. He was 39. 

Some 90 of Herbert’s poems have been set to music by such composers as Ralph 
Vaughan Williams and Benjamin Britten. His most well-known hymns are Teach 
me my God and King, Let all the world in every corner sing and King of glory, 
king of peace. 
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A number of artistic commemorations of Herbert exists in several churches and 
cathedrals including a stained-glass window in Westminster Abbey and a statue 
at the front of Salisbury Cathedral. 

The Gate Of The Year - ‘God Knows' 

This poem was written by Minnie Haskins, an English academic, poet and one-
time Methodist missionary in India, who died in Royal Tunbridge Wells in 1957. 
When she worked at the London School of Economics in the 1930’s, the senior 
tutor described her as: “a woman of unusual capacity and character … a rare 
understanding and sympathy and infinite patience, combined with a great deal 
of love and interest in people.” She helped establish personnel management. 
And I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year: 
“Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown.”  
And he replied: 
“Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the Hand of God. 
That shall be to you better than light and safer than a known way.” 
So I went forth, and finding the Hand of God, trod gladly into the night. 
And He led me towards the hills and the breaking of day in the lone East.  

So heart be still:  
What need our little life 
Our human life to know,  
If God hath comprehension?  
In all the dizzy strife 
Of things both high and low,  
God hideth His intention.  

God knows. His will 
Is best. The stretch of years 
Which wind ahead, so dim 
To our imperfect vision,  

Are clear to God. Our fears 
Are premature; In Him,  
All time hath full provision.  

Then rest: until 
God moves to lift the veil 
From our impatient eyes,  
When, as the sweeter features 
Of Life’s stern face we hail,  
Fair beyond all surmise 
God’s thought around His creatures 
Our mind shall fill.  

STOP PRESS - NEW ELECTORAL ROLL 
Notice is hereby given that, under the Church Representation Rules, a new 
Church Electoral Roll is being prepared. All persons who wish to be officially 
connected to the church must fill in a new form by 1 March 2019, even if they 
were previously on the Electoral Role. Application forms will be available in all 
three churches  and must returned to the Parish Office. The new Roll will come 
into operation on 12 March 2019. 

A fuller statement of this notice can be found (and should be read) on the Parish 
Mag web page: www.fosmw.com/parishmag 
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Children’s Corner 
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