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A message from Huw 
What star should we follow? 
A story is told of three stonecutters in mediaeval times. This was painful, 
slow work, which almost certainly resulted in injuries, small or great. Each 
of the workers was asked, “What are you doing?”. The first replied, “Just 
enough to keep the overseer from beating me for laziness”. The second, 
“Making money to buy food for my family tonight”. And the third? The third 
rejoiced, “I am building a cathedral!”. It is easy to imagine which of the 
three worked best, and got most satisfaction out of the task. 

What are we working for in our churches? Are we simply concerned with 
paying our bills, and keeping things going as they are? Or do we have a 
larger vision before us, of a task that God is calling us to, which will serve 
him and bless the people round about us?  

Twelve days after Christmas we celebrate the feast of the Epiphany, the visit 
of the Wise Men to the baby Jesus. There are hints in the Bible that their 
journey may have taken two years, and much of it in the worst weather. “It 
was no summer progress. A cold coming they had of it at this time of the 
year, just the worst time of the year to take a journey, and specially a long 
journey. The ways deep, the weather sharp, the days short,” as Lancelot 
Andrewes famously put it. And when they arrived, it is clear that they didn’t 
know exactly what they are looking for – but they made the journey 
anyway, with the ambiguous sign of a star leading them on. 

What star are we following as a Benefice? Where do we want our churches 
to be in five years’ time, or ten? What inheritance do we want to leave to the 
next generation of people who will worship here? Flourishing churches, of 
course, but is there more? 

On Saturday 27 January, from 2-6, I have booked Ascot Priory. My hope is 
that as many people as possible, from all the congregations, will make the 
time to come together. And as we pray, and talk, and explore hopes and 
fears, together we will begin to discover what God is calling us to do as a 
body; that together we will discover the star that God wants us to follow. If 
one person has a good idea in isolation nothing much changes; if a group 
discover a common cause that excites them all, everything can change. And 
if we are following the vision that God is giving us, who knows what will 
happen? 
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May you all have a very happy Christmas – and an exciting New Year, as 
together we follow where God is leading. 

Huw 

A note from the editors – an angel at the door? 
One day this week, my doorbell rang, and it was a young lady offering for 
sale jewellery that she had made. I had to tell her that I was very sorry but I 
didn’t buy jewellery. She explained that she was Latvian, from Riga; she was 
a student, and had been advised to stay in England for a while to improve 
her English (which was in fact fairly fluent). We started to talk about ways of 
life, and she said that being actively kind in person to other people was so 
very important, and she talked about her charity work in Riga. We are like 
threads in a fabric, she said – we need to support each other, or should do 
so, with personal acts of good – and if we all did, how much better a world 
would it be? She said she was the daughter of a Lutheran pastor in Riga, and 
it was inspirational for me to see that love for one’s fellow human beings had 
so well survived the horrors of Soviet occupation for so many years, and had 
blossomed into sincere goodness in people like this girl. 

When Margaret-Anne arrived home from her work with disabled children, 
we were still talking. So, to introduce her, I asked the girl her name.  

Angela, she said. 

From the Parish Registers 
Baptisms – August & September 2017 
Welcome to the following children baptised into God’s church recently: 

Theodore Luck  7 October 2017 
Alexander Owens 8 October 2017 
Eva Salmon  8 October 2017 
Theodora Hayes-Lapham 15 October 2017 
Oliver Lord  22 October 2017 

iii) Funerals etc. – August & September 
A funeral service for the late Mr Charles Timbrell was held at St Martin’s 
church on Friday 6 October followed by a burial at St Mary’s church. 

A funeral service for the late Mrs Daphne Parsons was held at 
Easthampstead Crematorium on Tuesday 31 October 2017. 

Requiescant in pace 
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Thank you 
From Adelaide Bunker 
Thank you to every one who supported my table top sales in November. 
We have raised £152.60 for church funds. 

Adelaide. 

Well done, Adelaide! Eds. 

Bits and Pieces 
Office opening hours  
Now Monday-Friday 9:30am – 12noon 

Contact info 
Church Office: c/o St Martin’s Church, Church Road,  
Chavey Down, SL5 8RR Phone: 01344 882933  
Website: www.winkfieldandcranbourne.org.uk  
email: admin@winkfieldandcranbourne.org.uk 
If you are arranging an event, please contact Alison Burt in the Church 
Office, so that it can be noted in the Church diary and mentioned on the 
website. Alison will endeavour to keep track of activities and timings etc. 
You may view event details on the website given above. 

Prayers are held every week at 9:15am on:  

 Monday at St Peter's 
 Tuesday at St Martin's 

 Wednesday at St Mary's 
 Thursday at St Martin's  

For further details please contact the church office. All are welcome to 
attend. 

Friends of St Mary’s Winkfield contact info 
The Friends of St Mary’s Winkfield website is www.fosmw.com – see this for 
Friends’ activities and events. Or contact the Friends at info@fosmw.com 

Parish Mag on-line 
The editorial part of the Winkfield Parish News for present and past years 
(back to 2014) can be accessed at www.fosmw.com/parishmag. Web 
editions are in colour and may have additional material. 
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Events, Notices and Dates for your Diaries 
The deadline for articles etc. for the February Parish Mag is 10 January. 
Collation day is 26 January – to be confirmed. 

The 3rd page of our magazine is the parish Who’s Who. Please report any 
changes or corrections needed, as soon as possible, to info@fosmw.com 

Chavey Down Women’s Institute  
Our Christmas party is to take place on Monday 18 December. 

This event is always most enjoyable, with visitors from other institutes. Our 
theme this year is ‘Strictly Disco!’, with entertainment by the ‘Swinging 
Sixties’. 

Our first meeting of 2018 will be on Monday 15 January when our speaker 
will be Gavin McGavin with ‘Tales from the Television’. 

So if you are interested then do come along and join us: a warm welcome 
awaits you. 

In the meantime on behalf of the committee and all the members of Chavey 
Down WI we wish you all a very Happy Christmas and every good wish for 
2018. 

Janey Bethune-Williams 01344 883854 

Chavey Down Village Carol Service 16 December 
The annual, Chavey Down Village Carol Service will be held on Saturday 
16 December at 5pm in St Martin’s Church, Church Road, Chavey Down, 
SL5 8RR. 
This year’s service is being held in aid of the Bracknell Night Shelter, which 
supports homeless people in the Bracknell area. 
Following the service mulled wine and mince pies will be served in the hall. 
This really is a lovely community event and a great way to get people in the 
Christmas spirit. 
Richard Hyslop 

SingHealthy Christmas Concert 
Join us for the SingHealthy Christmas Concert at 7:30pm on 16 December at 
St Crispin’s School, Wokingham. There is something for all the family with 
seasonal carols, the Ascot Brass band, Clasp Choir, St Michael’s School 
Choir and the combined SingHealthy choirs!  
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This fun concert will raise funds for Macmillan Cancer Support and 
Wokingham in Need. Tickets are available at singhealthy.co.uk/tickets at 
£11 or £9 concessions. 

Carols round the Tree, Carnation Hall 17 December 
Back by popular demand is ‘Carols round the Tree’, at Carnation Hall, at 
3:30pm on Sunday 17 December. 

Moira Gaw 

Friends of St Mary's Winkfield 
High on the list of priorities is closure (at last) on the starting of the 
restoration of the organ. We have identified the work that needs doing, and 
have a quote for this work from a good organ-builder that is financially 
viable. The next stage is to receive approval for the church ‘faculty’ that will 
enable us to go ahead.  

Fund-raising is still in progress. We have been generously supported by 
the Organ Sponsorship Appeal that was launched in April 2017, and so far 
this has reached nearly 80% of the appeal’s target of £7,500, and the 
contributions are still coming in.  

If you have not sponsored pipes, please consider doing so, either by giving 
a cash or cheque donation to me Lesley Philpot (01344 427461) or treasurer 
Anthony Hodson (01344 483347) or by using a donation button on the 
Friend’s website www.fosmw.com. Card purchase can be used online.   

On the home-page of the website, click the blue button ‘Sponsor pipes’ and 
follow the instructions. The pipes that you sponsor will soon be marked as 
‘Taken’, and hovering over your pipe will indicate a dedication, if you so 
wish, or just the word ‘Sponsored’. Here is an example slice of the page 
where sponsorship is listed – each button represents a pipe.  

The work is planned to take place during July/August 2018. We will be 
without an organ for church services for that period ,when our excellent 
piano will be used.  

If you haven’t already joined the Friends of St Mary’s please think about it.  
The Friends Association has been formed to ensure St Mary’s Church is 
able to remain open, not only for regular Sunday worship, but also for 
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Baptisms and Weddings and community events like our Music and 
Merriment concert. Application forms are always in the Church.    

The Friends’ AGM will take place on 23 February at 8pm in Popels Hall. This 
will be a time to celebrate the more than two years since the Friends 
started, and successful fund-raising of more than £12,000 to date, all for the 
benefit of St Mary’s church and therefore the Benefice as a whole.  

Lesley Philpot, Chairman  

Music and Merriment Concert  2/12/17 
By the time you open your parish mags, the concert will be a memory – and 
we hope, a very happy one. (If you read this before 2/12/17 DO COME!!!) 

It remains for us to thank the many people who helped to put it together, by 
performing, organising or helping in so many ways. You are an inspiration 
to what working together in a community can be like! 

Thank you! 

Anthony Hodson 

Become a Trustee of Winkfield Parochial Charities 
Winkfield Parochial Charities have been providing Almshouse 
accommodation in the Parish for over a hundred years. 

We maintain eight almshouse flats near to St. Mary’s Church for retired 
women who have limited financial resources and wish to live 
independently; we also look after Popel’s Hall. Our volunteer trustees 
manage these properties. 

There is no fund raising involved, as the Charities were established to be 
self-financing. You would need to be able to attend a meeting every three 
months, on a weekday evening, and become involved in carrying out the 
actions agreed at these meetings. 

If you would like more information, please call or text the Clerk to the 
Trustees, Richard Wyatt on 07974 824583 or e-mail 
winkfieldparochialcharities@outlook.com . 

News from around the Parish 
St Mary's Choirs (adult and junior) 
The Junior Choir joined with the adult choir for the Remembrance Sunday 
service and several members read at that service. 
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The choristers are now rehearsing for the Crib service on December 10 and 
the service of Nine Lessons and Carols on 17 December.  They are also 
members of the Junior Concert Choir and preparing for the Music and 
Merriment concert on 2 December.  

Members of the adult choir, along with St Mary’s extra singers, are also 
preparing for the Music and Merriment concert on 2 December and will be 
performing another of Anthony Hodson’s excellent compositions called 
‘Glory for Christmas’.  The adult choir will lead the singing at the service of 
Nine Lessons and Carols on 17 December. 

Lesley Philpot                Lesleyphilpot50@gmail.com 01344 427561 

Bell Ringers Report November 2017  
The Handbell Ringers of Great Britain (HRGB) celebrated its 50th birthday 
this year with an abundance of celebratory rallies. One that we attended 
was in Cobham, and great fun, with wonderful ringing. The next was on 
Trafalgar Day (21 October) with a suitably British theme. This was also 
attended by Fred Gramman, a nationally acclaimed conductor and 
arranger of hand bell music from the American Church in Paris, which was a 
huge honour. He and his ringers treated us to several pieces and he then 
conducted us through the massed ringing pieces. – a wonderful event!! 

Four of us were able to attend Guildford Cathedral for the annual service for 
hand bells, and this too was a memorable event. The Cathedral has been 
refurbished and is absolutely beautiful with improved lighting and 
acoustics – well worth a visit if you are in the area. 

We are now looking forward to all our festive commitments – particularly 
the Music and Merriment concert in St Mary’s on 2 December. 

Meanwhile the tower ringers managed to reach the final of the striking 
competition; we were one of the last five bands, but, sadly, did not win! 
However we did pick up tips from the judges, so we will be practicing hard 
and trying again next year. 

Our  annual ‘bangers and bangers’ event was its usual success’ with masses 
of sausages and fireworks, and the weather was kind to us. Thanks to Tony 
and Sue for hosting this on the best BBQ ever built!! 

If you would like to have a go at ringing, call Tony for tower bells and me for 
hand bells. 

All bell ringers wish you a Merry Christmas. 

Jill Glennerster 01344 884071 
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The Woodley Concert Band have collaborated in the Music and Merriment 
Christmas concert for a number of years – enjoy their great talent!!!  

Woodley Concert Band 
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SERVICES ACROSS THE BENEFICE 
Special keys in these tables – PLEASE NOTE! 

 
The collection is to be shared with the Church and the Children’s 
Society. 

 ̂
Please bring a new toy for a child or toiletries for an adult and 
Christmas biscuits or sweets for the Foodbank 

 Followed by Communion by Extension at 10:45am 
 Followed by Said Communion at 11:45am 

* 
Entry by ticket only available from 
www.winkfieldandcranbourne.org.uk 

St Mary’s – December services 
Date Day Time Service 

3 1st Sunday of Advent 
9:30am Family Praise 
11am Holy Communion (BCP) 
12:45pm Holy Baptisms 

5 Tuesday 7:30pm Compline 

10 2nd Sunday of Advent 
8am Holy Communion (BCP) 
9:30am Messy Christingle  
11am Crib Service 

17 3rd Sunday of Advent 
9:30am Family Praise - 5 Lessons & 

Carols  
11am 9 Lessons & Carols  

24 Christmas Eve 

There will be NO 8am. 9:30am or 11am 
services at  St Mary’s today. Please join 
the afternoon and evening services. 
2pm Carols & Candlelight * 
3:30pm Carols & Candlelight * 
11:30pm Holy Communion (BCP) 
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Date Day Time Service 

25 Christmas Day 

There will be NO 8am or 9:30am 
services at St Mary’s today. Please join 
the 11am Christmas Matins  service.   
11am Christmas Matins  

31 
1st Sunday of 
Christmas 

There will be NO 9:30am Family Praise 
service today. Please join the 11am 
Alternative Carol service.  
11am Alternative Carols 

St Mary’s – January 2018 services 
Date Day Time Service 

7 The Baptism of Christ 

9:30am Family Praise 

11am Holy Communion (BCP) 

12:45pm Holy Baptisms 

14 
2nd Sunday of 
Epiphany 

8am Holy Communion (BCP) 

9:30am Messy Church 

11am Family Matins 

21 

3rd Sunday of 
Epiphany – Week of 
Prayer for Christian 
Unity 

9:30am Family Praise 

11am Holy Communion (BCP) 

28 
4th Sunday of 
Epiphany 

8am Holy Communion (BCP) 

9:30am Family Praise 

11am Morning Prayer 

St Martin’s, Chavey Down – December services 

Date Day Time Service 
3 1st Sunday of Advent 9:30am Family/All Age  ̂

10 2nd Sunday of Advent 9:30am Holy Communion 
16 Saturday 5pm Chavey Down Carols 

17 3rd Sunday of Advent 9:30am Nine Lessons & Carols 
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Date Day Time Service 

24 Christmas Eve 
9:30am 

No 9:30am service at St 
Martin’s today.  Please 
join the 6pm Family 
Communion service. 

6pm Family Communion 

25 Christmas Day 9:30am Holy Communion 

31 
1st Sunday of 
Christmas 

9:30am 

No 9:30am service at St 
Martin’s today. Please 
join the 11am Alternative 
Carol service at  St 
Mary’s Church, Church 
Road, SL4  4SF.  All are 
welcome. 

St Martin’s, Chavey Down – January services 
Date Day Time Service 

7 The Baptism of Christ 9:30am All Age 

14 2nd Sunday of 
Epiphany 

9:30am Holy Communion 

21 

3rd Sunday of 
Epiphany – Week of 
Prayer for Christian 
Unity 

9:30am Morning Prayer 

28 4th Sunday of 
Epiphany 

9:30am Holy Communion 

St Peter’s, Cranbourne – December services 
Date Day Time Service 

3 2nd Sunday of Advent 
8am Holy Communion (BCP) 
11am SPATS/All Age  

10 3rd Sunday of Advent 
11am Holy Communion 
12:45pm Holy Baptisms 

13 Wednesday 7:30pm Compline 
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Date Day Time Service 

17 3rd Sunday of Advent 

8am Holy Communion (BCP) 

11am 

No 11am service in church 
today.  Please join the 
6:30pm  
9 Lessons & Carols service. 

6:30pm 9 Lessons & Carols 

24 Christmas Eve 
11am 

No 11am service at 
St Peter’s today.  Please join 
the afternoon and evening 
services. 

4pm Carols & Candlelight * 
8pm Communion by Candlelight 

25 Christmas Day 10am SPATS/All Age  

31 
1st Sunday of 
Christmas 

No 8am or 11am services at St Peter’s 
today. Please join the 11am Alternative 
Carol service at St Mary’s Church, Church 
Road, SL4  4SF.  All are welcome.  

St Peter’s, Cranbourne – January 2018 services 
Date Day Time Service 

7 The Baptism of Christ 
8am Holy Communion (BCP) 
11am SPATS – All Together 

14 
2nd Sunday of 
Epiphany 

11am Holy Communion 
12:45pm Holy Baptisms 

21 

3rd Sunday of 
Epiphany – Week of 
Prayer for Christian 
Unity 

8am Holy Communion (BCP) 

11am Morning Prayer 

28 
4th Sunday of 
Epiphany 

11am Holy Communion (BCP) 

Winkfield Row Methodist Church – Dec & Jan 
How to find the Winkfield Row Methodist Church: 
We are located in Winkfield Row opposite Lambrook  
School: Winkfield Row, Bracknell RG42 6NE.  
Telephone: 01344 411417 
Morning worship 10:30am (unless stated). All are welcome! 
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December 2017 and January 2018 services 
3 December: no service. 

10 December 10:30am: Revd Jackie Case. Holy Communion. 

17 December: 3pm Maggy Garton: Carols service. 

24 December: No service. 

25 December 9:30am: Revd Jackie Case: Christmas Day. 

31 December: no service. 

7 January10:30am: Revd Jackie Case: Holy Communion/Covenant service. 

14 January 14th: no service. 

21 January: United Service at St. Martins. 

28 January: no service. 

Flowers & Cleaning Rotas 

St Mary’s – December 2017/January 2018 
Dates Flowers 
1 and 8 December Doreen Potter - Memorial Table ADVENT 
15 December Jane Hodgson and Anna Clayton - Memorial 

Table ADVENT 
22 December Jane Hodgson, Anna Clayton and Church flower 

arrangers. 
5 and 12 January 2018  Penny Cardwell and Doreen Potter 
19 and 26 January  2018 Esther Bond and Doreen Potter 

St Martin’s – December  & January 2018 
Dates Flowers Cleaning 
3 December Mrs Timbrell/Mrs Phillips Mrs Crane 
10 December Mrs Bunker/Mrs Smith Mrs Paramor 
17 December Mrs Bunker/Mrs Smith Mrs Paramor 
24 December ALL FLOWER ARRANGERS  
31 December Mrs Fanning /Mrs Logan Mrs Jenkins 
6 January Mrs Fanning /Mrs Logan Mrs Jenkins 
14 January Mrs Atkinson Mrs Dickinson 
21 January TBA / TBA Mrs Paramor 
29 January TBA / TBA Mrs Paramor 
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More flower arrangers needed for St Martin’s 
St Martin’s church still requires two more flower arrangers. Please help if 
you can. Training and assistance will be given if needed. It would be such a 
help when arrangers have illness to cope with to have two more on the rota. 
Please contact Ruth Timbrell on 882068. 

What’s on in December 2017/January 2018 
Special December Events (also see Regular events on p15) 
Day Dec Event Time/place 

Sat 2 
Music & Merriment Concert 
Tickets available at the door 

7:30pm St Mary’s Church-  

Sun 3 Exodus Youth Group 6pm at St Peter’s 

Wed 6 

Primary School Verification Signing Surgery – 10am at the 
church office – by appointment only (telephone bookings will 
not be accepted) – please email 
admin@winkfieldandcranbourne.org.uk for an appointment. 

Sat 9 Primary School Verification Signing Surgery - cancelled 

Sat 16 

Chavey Down Village Carol Service, 5pm in St Martin’s 
Church, Church Road, Chavey Down, SL5 8RR. See p4 

Primary School Verification Signing Surgery – 10am at the 
church office – by appointment only (telephone bookings will 
not be accepted) – please email 
admin@winkfieldandcranbourne.org.uk for an appointment. 
The SingHealthy Christmas Concert, 7:30pm at St Crispin’s 
School, Wokingham. See p4. 

Sun 
17 

17 

Woodley Concert Band: ‘A Christmas Celebration’. 2:30pm 
and 7:30pm at Bulmershe School, Woodley. 
Matinée £10 with under 16’s only £2 
Evening £12, £10 concessions. See page 8. 

Carols round the Tree, 3:30pm, Carnation Hall. 

Mon 18 
Chavey Down Women’s Institute Christmas Party. 
See page 4. 
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Special January Events (also see Regular events on p15) 
Day Jan Event Time/place 

Thu 4 No Chat & Craft today. Next session on 11 January 

Sat 6 No Baptism Preparation. Next session 3 February 

Sun 7 Exodus Youth Group 6-7pm at Tanglewood, SL5 8RF 

Wed 10 Deadline for the February Parish Mag 

Mon 15 
Chavey Down Women’s Institute meeting, with Gavin 
McGavin speaking on ‘Tales from the Television’. 

Fri 26 Collation day for the February Parish Mag 

Sat 27 Huw’s Together-Day 2pm-6pm, Ascot Priory 

NB. All content in these lists may be subject to change without notice. 

Regular events 
Day Event 

Mondays not 
including Bank 
Holidays (cont.) 

Ascot Bridge Club – Chavey Down, Ascot. For more 
information please call David Calcutt on 886412, or 
visit the web site www.ascotbridge.org.uk 

Pilates with Amanda Mann at St Martin’s Church from 
9:30-10:30am & 10:45-11:45am. Visit the website: 
www.amandamann.uk.com or email 
info@amandamann.uk.com or call Amanda on 
07767 816499 

Ballet With Victoria Lyons at St Peters Hall. For more 
information call 638538. 

Ascot Yoga 7:45-9pm at Carnation hall. Visit 
www.AscotFitness.co.uk for more info or contact Flo 
Young on 07711077038 email Flo@AscotFitness.co.uk 

Fun Adult Jive Classes at King Edwards Hall, SL5 8PD. 
Contact Debra on 07748 391776 or email  
john@jive-cats.co.uk 

2nd Monday of 
the month 

Whist Drive at 7:30pm in the White Hart, Church Road, 
SL4 4SE 
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Day Event 

Tuesdays  
Short Mat Bowls at Carnation Hall at 7pm. For more 
information please ring 882137 and 301158  

1st Tuesday of 
the month  

St Mary’s Women’s Guild meeting at 2:30pm, now 
always at St Mary’s church. No January meeting. 

Wednesdays 

EXTEND – fun, fitness & movement classes for the 
over-60s. 10:30-11:30am at St Martin’s Church Hall, SL5 
8RR. Please contact Elizabeth Wright AISTID tel: 
883078 or email: lizziewright25@hotmail.com. 

Zumba gold class at St Peter’s church hall 7-8pm. 

Chavey Down Association Bingo Club at St Martin’s 
Hall (fortnightly) at 8pm contact Monica or David on 
884348. 

The NOMADS Table Tennis Club at Carnation Hall, For 
more information contact Mike on 773939. 

Pilates classes at Carnation Hall: Contact Rebecca on 
0774 860 3145, email: pilatesascot@btinternet.com or 
visit www.pilatesascot.co.uk. 

Soft Furnishing/Dressmaking Courses on 
Wednesdays. Day and evening courses. Places 
available. Please contact Sally Beer on 882528 for 
further details of the venue schedule and timings. 

2nd Wednesday 
of the month 

Ascot Horticultural Society meets at 7:45pm in King 
Edward’s Hall, North Ascot (unless otherwise stated). 
All welcome. Admission: members £1.00 and visitors 
£2.50. Details on www.ascothorticulturalsociety.org.uk 
or call Peter Cleare on 01344 622086. 

Thursdays 

CHAT & CRAFT – now including Scrabble and Bridge. 
Between 2 and 4pm at St Peters Church. Entry £1. 
Open to all. Finish that project etc. For more info 
please contact Jane Lister on 0798 408 7820. Also 
check with Special Events (see page Error! 
Bookmark not defined.). 

The Carnation Badminton Club plays on Thursdays at 
Carnation Hall, 8-10pm. New members welcome. 



 - 17 -  

Day Event 

Thursdays 
(cont.) 

CLUBBERCISE Dance Fitness class at Carnation Hall 7-
8pm, For more info, please see www.Ascot 
Fitness.co.uk or contact Flo Young on 07711077038 or 
Flo@AscotFitness.co.uk 

More news from around the parish 
St Mary’s Women’s Guild – Meeting 7 November  
It was good to see Jane Cullen at the meeting accompanied by her son Tim 
and his wife. Jane has not been able to attend meetings for some time.  Oriol 
Bowden and Hilary, accompanying Geoff Ryan our speaker, were also 
present. 

Following the Guild prayer thanks were expressed to Mrs Blackburn for her 
kindness in inviting all members to her lovely home for coffee in October.   

Mrs Potter advised members that the flower arrangers were all in place for 
the Christmas floral decorations. 

It was agreed that Audrey de Verinne would lay the wreath for the Guild on 
Remembrance Sunday and the Banner would be carried by Doreen Potter, 
Jean Spratley and Rosa Taylor. 

The Christmas tree would be delivered on Tuesday, 28 November and Mrs. 
Philpot made a note of those willing to help with the decorations on 
1 December at 10am. 

Several members offered to provide mince pies for the Music and 
Merriment Christmas Concert on 2 December. 

Geoff Ryan 
It was good to welcome Geoff Ryan back to share more of his childhood 
memories.  He explained that he had spent his early years living in 
Guildford and looked back with fondness on his teen-age years, featuring 
bicycles and great friendships.  

In particular he remembered the summer of 1964, when, aged 13, he and 
his best friend Alan – always known at Big Al, not for his size but his kind 
heart – had a particular adventure.  The boys rode to school (a round trip of 
six miles) in all weathers.  At week-ends they would visit the local tip to 
scavenge for spare parts for their bikes.  They would then visit Sid, the Zen 
of bicycle mechanics, who used his knowledge to help the boys build 
magnificent models.   
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At the start of the long summer holidays they set out with another friend, 
Chris, on a pre-arranged course to put their newly restored bikes to the test.  
Geoff then described in graphic details a crash involving all three of the lads 
and, unfortunately, all three bikes were left un-ridable.  The good news was 
that no-one was seriously injured – just their pride perhaps and, of course, 
their much prized cycles!!  An extremely interesting afternoon. 

Revd Huw Mordecai closed the meeting with prayer.   

Thoughts of all sorts 
Out of the mouths of babes … 
Camels 
In a little girl’s Christmas drawing, two of the camels were approaching the 
inn, over which was pictured a huge star. The third camel and its rider were 
going directly away from it. ‘Why is the third man going in a different 
direction?’ her mother asked. She replied, ‘Oh, he’s looking for a place to 
park.’ 

Christmas presents 
Catching her in the act, I confronted our three-year-old granddaughter. 
‘Are you opening your little sister’s presents?’ I demanded. ‘No,’ she 
innocently replied, ‘I'm just helping her learn to share.’ 

Virgin mother 
A ten-year old, under the tutelage of her grandmother, was becoming quite 
knowledgeable about the Bible. Then one day she floored her grandmother 
by asking, ‘Which Virgin was the mother of Jesus? The Virgin Mary or the 
King James Virgin?’ 

St Nicholas – 6 December 
Another look at this much-loved saint 
One account of how Father Christmas began tells of a man named Nicholas 
who was born in the third centre in the Greek village of Patara, on what is 
today the southern coast of Turkey. His family were both devout and 
wealthy, and when his parents died in an epidemic, Nicholas decided to use 
his inheritance to help people. He gave to the needy, the sick, the suffering. 
He dedicated his whole life to God’s service, and was made Bishop of Myra 
while still a young man. As a bishop in later life, he joined other bishops and 
priests in prison under the emperor Diocletian’s fierce persecution of 
Christians across the Roman Empire. 
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Finally released, Nicholas was all the more determined to shed abroad the 
news of God’s love. He did so by giving. One story of his generosity 
explains why we hang Christmas stockings over our mantelpieces today. 
There was a poor family with three daughters who needed dowries if they 
were to marry, and not be sold into slavery. Nicholas heard of their plight, 
and tossed three bags of gold into their home through an open window – 
thus saving the girls from a life of misery.  

The bags of gold landed in stockings or shoes left before the fire to dry. 
Hence the custom of children hanging out stockings – in the hope of 
attracting presents of their own from St Nicholas - on Christmas Eve. That is 
why three gold balls, sometimes represented as oranges, are one of the 
symbols of St Nicholas.  

The example of St Nicholas has never been forgotten - in bygone years 
boys in Germany and Poland would dress up as bishops on 6 December, 
and beg alms for the poor. In the Netherlands and Belgium ‘St Nicholas’ 
would arrive on a steamship from Spain to ride a white horse on his gift-
giving rounds. To this day, 6 December is still the main day for gift-giving 
and merry-making in much of Europe. Many feel that simple gift-giving in 
early Advent helps preserve a Christmas Day focus on the Christ Child. 
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Children’s Corner 
 

 
 
 
 
CHRISTMAS CARDS 
Time to write your Christmas cards 
again – what designs have you 
picked to send this year? Are they 
religious ones?  

Look in the shops at all the different 
designs, traditional and modern. 
Traditional religious cards have 
usually included the Nativity – Mary, 
Joseph and the baby Jesus. But what 
else would you count as religious? 
The Three Kings? The Bible doesn’t 
say they were kings, or that there 
were three; just that they were Wise 
Men, who travelled far to bring 
special gifts for the baby Jesus.  

Do you know why there are so many 
robins on Christmas cards? The first 
postmen in Victorian times wore red and 
were called robins, so robins were 
shown as delivering cards.  

Whatever kind of card 
you send this year, be 
sure to include a kind 
message with love for 
your friends. Our love 
is a tiny echo of God’s 
love for all the world. 

 

CARD or DECORATION 
Here is a simple 3-D Christmas tree that 
you can use as a decoration or a card. 
You will need green card, crayons, glitter 
or paint, scissors and sticky tape. 

Fold a piece of card in half, then cut it in 
half. Put the two pieces together and fold 
them in half again. 

Draw half a Christmas tree opposite the 
fold. Cut along the line and you will have 
two identical trees. Fold the trees in half, 
very lightly, hardly creasing the centre 
line to mark the centre of the tree. Cut a 
slit along the bottom half of the centre of 
one tree and along the top half of the 
centre of the 
other tree. 
Slip the two 
trees 
together along the slits. To help the tree 
to stand firmly, use sticky tape to fasten 
the parts together where they meet.  

Decorate the tree. If you are using it as a 
card then leave an area free of 
decorations so that you can write on it. 

 

 

What goes red white 
red white red white? 

Santa rolling down a hill. 
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