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A message from Huw 
The Generosity of God 
At the start of this century I spent three years working in Australia. It is a 
beautiful country, and I received a warm welcome from so many people 
there. Nevertheless I decided to return as there were so many things I was 
missing. As well as family and friends, I hadn’t realised how important old 
buildings and Radio 4 are to my wellbeing. 

My first Autumn back I was amazed at the intensity of the colours, as the 
trees changed and dropped their leaves. Where I had been in Australia that 
simply didn’t happen (and the only change in seasons I noticed was going 
from incredibly hot, in the 80s, to unbearably hot, over 110!). While I’d been 
away I’d forgotten what a beautiful time of year this, how much there is to 
see and enjoy. Indeed, one of the wonders of our climate is the way it 
changes, so that each season brings something fresh to enjoy (or moan 
about, as the mood takes you). 

There are many true things we can say about God. The most basic is that 
God is love, and that conviction underpins all our Christian thinking, 
praying and action. Flowing out from that we can also say that God is just, 
God is merciful, God is forgiving and many more. As I look out at the 
Autumn leaves, nature itself reminds me that God is generous; God has 
created a wonderful world, filling it with so many amazing plants and 
animals, and giving us all things richly to enjoy (1 Tim 6.17). You don’t have 
to travel to see God’s generous beauty; the poet Gerard Manley Hopkins 
rejoiced in kingfishers and dragonflies, and lovingly asserted that, “The 
world is charged with the grandeur of God”. [See also pages 17 and 18.] 

All around us we see examples of God’s generosity. And, just as we are 
called to mirror God by being loving, just, merciful and so forth, we are also 
called be a generous people. Where there are needs in the world, God is 
calling us to meet those needs. Not only when there is a big disaster, when 
so many people do dig deep to help those in distress, but through regular 
giving to charities of all kinds. None of us can give to every good cause we 
hear about, and if we tried we’d be in need of help ourselves very quickly. 
But we are called upon to be tender hearted, and to use the judgment God 
has given us to decide what we can do to be part of his generous work in the 
world. 
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A note from the editors – simple arithmetic 
Huw reported last month that the cost of running St Mary’s and St Martin’s 
churches is about £100,000 per annum. Including fund-raising projects, this 
nearly all comes (or should do so) from our parishioners, and particularly, 
perhaps, from those who attend church regularly – or not so regularly. How 
many people are we talking about? 

We can perhaps guess that this number is between 100 and 200 individuals 
or families. That means on average a contribution is needed of between 
£500 and £1000 per year per individual or family. Gift Aid adds 25% to  
after-tax income, so that this would mean between £400 and £800 per 
annum given, on average, in the first place. 

Some people are in a position to give more to maintain our churches, others 
do not have the income to afford the sums mentioned. For the latter, what they 
cannot provide falls on others to make up. All a matter of simple arithmetic.  

From the Parish Registers 
Weddings & blessings – August & September 2017 
Congratulations to the following couples, married recently 
Mark Poole & Kirsty Morris married at St Mary’s on 18 August 
Kim & Michael Bradley renewal of wedding vows on 26 August 
Dean Fox & Klaudia Zadrozna married at St Peter’s on 15 September 

Baptisms – August & September 2017 
Welcome to the following children baptised into God’s church recently: 

Ralphi Mellor 6 August  
Erica May 13 August 
Charlotte Fisher 13th August 
Rufus Hodson 20th August 

Isla Platts 3rd September 
Hugo Woods 3rd September 
Rebekah Jolly 10th September 

iii) Funerals etc. – August & September 
An Interment of Ashes for the late Mr James Holland was held at St Peter’s 
church on Saturday 19th August. 

A funeral service for the late Mr Peter Smith was held at Easthampstead Park 
Crematorium on Wednesday 6th September. 

A funeral service for the late Mrs Shirley Cox was held at St Mary’s church 
on Wednesday 15h September. 

Requiescant in pace 
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Thank you 
From Ruth Timbrell 
My family and I would like to give a huge thankyou to everyone who has 
given us such wonderful support and help during the last month's of my 
husband's life. Supporters are far too numerous to list, but you know who 
you are and we thank you. Whether it was cards, callers, flowers, plants and 
cakes you were all there. The kindness we have been shown is outstanding 
but so warming. A special thank you to Green Meadows surgery staff for the 
love and care they extended to Charles and for attending his funeral. Thank 
you all. 

Ruth Timbrell . 

We are very sad to announce these recent deaths 
Charles Timbrell 
Adrian Hoare writes: Charles died on 13th September after suffering several 
years of ill-health. In spite of this he remained remarkably cheerful, 
supported and cared for so well by his wife Ruth. 

They were both, in a manner of speaking, people of letters; Ruth typing 
them in the course of her work and Charles maintaining the typewriters 
upon which those letters were written. That of course was how they met. 

During the War Charles served with the Royal Corps of Signals, having a 
good memory and an aptitude for Morse Code. Later, his work with 
Remington’s took him to the Netherlands and Germany. 

In 1962 he was a founder member of the Chavey Down Association and 
over the years held the three posts of Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer, 
as well as being a determined fund-raiser for the Association. 

His great love (apart from his family, Ruth and Aaron) was railways. He built 
locomotives and a very wide variety of artefacts with a skill that is almost 
beyond admiration. His versatility was such that he could also do 
embroidery. 

He was a talented and a patient man. 

Alan Butcher 
Ruth Timbrell writes: Sadly Alan passed away on 12th September at Frimley 
Park Hospital and our prayers are with his wife Jean and the family Alan was 



 - 4 -  

organist at St Martins for over 40 years and loved by us all. Although very ill, 
he attended the unveiling of the War Memorials at Chavey Down. Thank 
you, Alan, for the pleasure you gave us all and for your input to the services 
at St Martin’s. Ruth Timbrell. 

Adrian Hoare writes: In his working life Alan was a partner in the printing 
firm of Butcher Hunt of Ascot. His knowledge and expertise were readily 
available and very welcome to Brian Cox and myself during the 1990s when 
we struggled to complete the printing of the Winkfield Parish News. He will 
long be remembered by past and present members of St Martin’s 
congregation. 

Shirley Cox 12th October 1940 – 4th September 2017 
We were very sad to report the death of Shirley Cox in last month’s Parish 
Mag. Shirley suffered a stroke at home and died a week later in Frimley 
Park Hospital with her family by her side. 

Shirley was an active member of our church over many decades. 

Shirley was born in Chalvey just after the start of World War 2 to Stanley and 
Kathleen Brett, and was joined by a sister Hilary after the war. Stan and Kath 
were hard working and loving parents, and we have them to thank for 
Shirley’s love and support of her own family. She was christened at St 
Peter’s Church in Chalvey, as, coincidentally, had been her future husband 
Brian, a few years earlier. Educated at Hallidon House School, Stoke Poges, 
Shirley was a model student, being awarded the Form Prize for most of her 
years there! She also learned the piano, sparking a life-long love of music. 
Other interests included roller skating (at which, we are told, she excelled!) 
and a love of animals, particularly horses and dogs.  

Shirley spent most of her early working life at Coopers Mechanical Joints in 
Slough where she progressed up the career ladder. Her time there had a 
big impact on her life as she made many friends through whom she met her 
future husband!  

In 1963, Shirley married and became Mrs Brian Cox at St Mary’s Church, 
Farnham Royal. Together they moved to Staines and then to Burnham, 
where Brian built their house.  

Over the following years Shirley and Brian were blessed with three 
children: Suzy, Jane and Kate. Shirley became a Director of Brian’s 
companies: Youngman and Cox Ltd and Pryors Ltd, both based in Windsor. 

In 1975 Shirley and her family moved to Maidens Green and joined the 
congregation of St Mary’s Church. Over the next forty plus years Shirley 
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was member and leader of the Choir of St Mary’s, an enthusiastic member 
of the handbell ringers and a member of the PCC.  She was most proud of 
her staunch support for the Book of Common Prayer in worship. 

Shirley will be remembered for her sense of fairness, and for not being 
afraid to upset the applecart in pursuit of what she believed to be right and 
proper! 

Shirley leaves her husband Brian, three daughters, Suzy, Jane and Kate and 
eight grandchildren. She was immensely proud and supportive of them all. 
She will be missed greatly. 

Bits and Pieces 
Office opening hours  
Now Monday-Friday 9:30am – 12noon 

Contact info 
Church Office: c/o St Martin’s Church, Church Road,  
Chavey Down, SL5 8RR Phone: 01344 882933  
Website: www.winkfieldandcranbourne.org.uk  
email: admin@winkfieldandcranbourne.org.uk 
If you are arranging an event, please contact Alison Burt in the Church 
Office, so that it can be noted in the Church diary and mentioned on the 
website. Alison will endeavour to keep track of activities and timings etc. 
You may view event details on the website given above. 

Prayers are held every week at 9:15am on:  

 Monday at St Peter's 
 Tuesday at St Martin's 

 Wednesday at St Mary's 
 Thursday at St Martin's  

For further details please contact the church office. All are welcome to 
attend. 

Friends of St Mary’s Winkfield contact info 
The Friends of St Mary’s Winkfield website is www.fosmw.com – see this for 
Friends’ activities and events. Or contact the Friends at info@fosmw.com 

Parish Mag on-line 
The editorial part of the Winkfield Parish News for present and past years 
(back to 2014) can be accessed at www.fosmw.com/parishmag. Web 
editions are in colour and may have additional material. 
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Events, Notices and Dates for your Diaries 
The deadline for articles etc. for the December/January Parish Mag is 10 
November. Collation day is 24 November. 

The 3rd page of our magazine is the parish Who’s Who. Please report any 
changes or corrections needed, as soon as possible, to info@fosmw.com 

Chavey Down Women’s Institute 
Our meeting this month takes the form of an open meeting to which all 
visitors, family and friends are most welcome. 

The speaker is Mr Chris Thomas, an excellent speaker who we have had 
before. He is speaking on the origins of Christmas, a celebratory history 
which should be most interesting. 

So do come along and join us on Monday 20 November in St Martin’s 
Church Hall at 7:30pm. 

Janey Bethune-Williams 01344 883854 

Royal British Legion 
Royal British Legion Cranbourne and Winkfield Branch, W.S are holding a 
Christmas Bazaar on Saturday 11 November commencing at 10am until 
1pm in the King Edwards Church Hall, King Edwards Road, North Ascot, 
SL5 8PD. To book a table please phone 01344 890716. 

Wendy Sivyer Secretary 

Music and Merriment Concert  
This popular annual event will take place on Saturday 2nd December at 
7:30pm in St Mary’s church, Winkfield. 

Anthony Hodson, Chairman of the Concert Committee said: "With only a 
few weeks to go now, it is all action for many people to bring the concert to 
fruition for a glorious evening on 2 December. 

“Our choirs, orchestra and handbell ringers will be rehearsing hard all 
through November, and we really hope that our church communities will 
give their efforts the strong support that they deserve for their hard work - 
they will give us a great performance. 

“As in past years, we are proud to introduce some very talented young 
musicians, including an 8-year violinist, who started learning the violin at 
the age of 4. Who knows – this may be the start of a brilliant career that you 
helped to encourage!!!” 
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Tickets are available from Marian Stevens (01344 882918) or Lesley Philpot 
(01344 427561) or Margaret-Anne Hodson (01344 483347). Tickets cost only 
£12, or £6 for under-13s. 

They can also be purchased on line at no extra cost on the Friends of St 
Mary’s website www.fosmw.com  

Living Contemplatively 
Consider having ‘A Quiet Day with Fr. Erik Varden, OCSO, Abbot of Mount 
Saint Bernard Abbey', 11 November, 9am – 1pm at Ascot Priory. For details, 
or bookings, go to www.eventbrite.com and find ‘Living Contemplatively’ 
or contact Fr Darrell on 01344 621310.  

Become a Trustee of Winkfield Parochial Charities 
Winkfield Parochial Charities have been providing Almshouse 
accommodation in the Parish for over a hundred years. 

We maintain eight almshouse flats near to St. Mary’s Church for retired 
women who have limited financial resources and wish to live 
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independently; we also look after Popel’s Hall. Our volunteer trustees 
manage these properties. 

There is no fund raising involved as the Charities were established to be 
self-financing. You would need to be able to attend a meeting every three 
months, on a weekday evening, and become involved in carrying out the 
actions agreed at these meetings. 

If you would like more information, please call or text the Clerk to the 
Trustees, Richard Wyatt on 07974 824583 or e-mail 
winkfieldparochialcharities@outlook.com . 

News from around the Parish 
St Mary's Choirs (adult and junior) 
The Junior choir returned to rehearsals in September and began to rehearse 
for the Autumn season. 

The young choristers in addition to singing their own selected song at the 
Family Matins service in September also provided additional choral 
assistance to the 09:30 members who performed a short play at that service. 

Both Junior choir and adult choir members, with extra singers, sang at the 
Evensong service before the Harvest supper and again at the United 
9:30/11am congregations Harvest Festival service on 1 October.  

The Junior choir will sing with the Adult choir at the Remembrance service 
on Sunday 12 November. 

Both choirs will begin, very soon, rehearsals for the Christmas services. 

Lesley Philpot 01344 427561 Lesleyphilpot50@gmail.com  

Bell Ringers Report October 2017 
September started in a very sociable way for the bell ringers – our annual 
BBQ, and the weather was kind to us! Thanks to Sarah for hosting this 
successful event.  

Following this some of us went to visit Janet, a bell ringer who moved out of 
the area, for her house warming. Although just a day later, the weather was 
dreadful and it poured down the whole time. Despite this we had a lovely 
time – the kitchen, as usual, being the focal point with delicious sandwiches 
and cakes on offer. 

Continued on page 15. 
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SERVICES ACROSS THE BENEFICE 
St Mary’s – October services 
Nov Day Time Service 

5 
4th Sunday before 
Advent 

9:30am 

No 9:30am service in 
church today.  Please join 
the 10am Joint Patronal 
Service at St Martin's 
Church Road, SL5 8RR 

11am 

No 11am service in church 
today. Please join the 10am 
Joint Patronal Service at St 
Martin's Church Road, 
Chavey Down, SL5 8RR 

12:45pm Holy Baptisms 

12 Remembrance 

8am Holy Communion (BCP) 

9:30am Messy Remembrance 

10:45am Remembrance 

19 
2nd Sunday before 
Advent 

9:30am Family Praise  

11am Holy Communion (BCP) 

26 Christ the King  

8am Holy Communion (BCP)  

9:30am Family Praise 

11am Morning Prayer 

29 Wednesday 7:30pm Compline 

St Martin’s, Chavey Down – November services 
Nov Day Time Service 

5 
4th Sunday before 
Advent 
St Martin’s Patronal 

9:30am 
No 9:30am service in 
church today. Please join 
the 10am service  

10am Joint Patronal at St Martin’s  

12  Remembrance 9:30am Remembrance 
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19 
2nd Sunday before 
Advent 

9:30am Morning Prayer 

26 Christ the King 
9:30am Holy Communion 

9:30am Holy Baptism 

St Peter’s, Cranbourne – November services 
Date Day Time Service 

5 
4th Sunday before 
Advent 

8am Holy Communion (BCP) 

10am 

Please join the 10am Joint 
Patronal Service at St 
Martin's, Church Road, 
Chavey Down, SL5 8RR 

11am 

No 11am service in 
church today. Please join 
the 10am Joint Patronal 
Service at  
St Martin's, Church Road, 
Chavey Down, SL5 8RR 

12 Remembrance 10:45am Remembrance 

19 
2nd Sunday before 
Advent 

8am Holy Communion (BCP) 
11am Morning Prayer 

26 Christ the King 11am Holy Communion 

Winkfield Row Methodist Church – November 
How to find the Winkfield Row Methodist Church: 
We are located in Winkfield Row opposite Lambrook  
School: Winkfield Row, Bracknell RG42 6NE.  
Telephone: 01344 411417 
Morning worship 10:30am (unless stated). All are welcome! 

November 2017 Sunday services 
Sunday 12 November at 10:30am. Rev. Jackie Case. Holy Communion. 

Sunday 26 November at 10:30am. Rev. Roy Smith. 

 

Flowers & Cleaning Rotas 
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St Mary’s – November 2017 
Dates Flowers 
3 and 10 November Esther Bond and Doreen Potter 

(10 November is Remembrance Day) 
17 and 27 November Doreen Potter 

St Martin’s – November 2017 
Dates Flowers Cleaning 
5 November TBA / TBA   
12 November Mrs Zerilli/Mrs Randall Mrs Jenkins 
19 November Mrs Zerilli/Mrs Randall Mrs Jenkins 
26 November Mrs Timbrell/Mrs Phillips Mrs Dickinson 
More flower arrangers needed for St Martin’s 
St Martin’s church still requires two more flower arrangers. Please help if 
you can. Training and assistance will be given if needed. It would be such a 
help when arrangers have illness to cope with to have two more on the rota. 
Please contact Ruth Timbrell on 882068. 

What’s on in November 2017 
Special Events (also see Regular events on page12) 
Day Nov Event Time/place 

Sat 4 Baptism Preparation 9:30am at St Mary’s 

Tues 7 

Cranbourne and Winkfield Community Orchestra – 
Rehearsal 
CWCO are rehearsing at St Peters at 7:30 - 9pm. 
Whether you are just starting out on a new musical 
adventure, a lapsed player or a proficient musician you can 
join us. School age, working, retired, all are welcome. 
If you are interested phone or email me. Carl Lister - 0793 
263 2114 - carlister@btinternet.com . 

Sat 11 

Royal British Legion Cranbourne and Winkfield Branch, 
Christmas Bazaar on Saturday 11 November. See page 6. 

‘Quiet day’ with Fr. Erik Varden, 9am – 1pm at Ascot Priory. 
See Living Contemplatively on page 7. 

Tues 14 
Cranbourne and Winkfield Community Orchestra – Rehearsal 
See entry for 7 November above 
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Day Nov Event Time/place 

Tues 21 Cranbourne and Winkfield Community Orchestra – Rehearsal 
See entry for 7 November above 

Fri 24 Parish Mag collation 

 29 

Primary School Verification Signing Surgery 
10am at the church office – by appointment only (telephone 
bookings will not be accepted) – please email 
admin@winkfieldandcranbourne.org.uk from Wednesday  
1 November 2017 for an appointment. 

For your diaries 
Music and Merriment concert at St Mary’s on Saturday 2 December. See 
page 6. Tickets available on-line from www.fosmw.com. 

The last Chat & Craft meeting of 2017 will be Thursday 7th December. 

‘Carols round the Tree’, Carnation Hall, 3:30pm 17 December 

NB. All content in these lists may be subject to change without notice. 

Regular events 
Day Event 

Mondays not 
including Bank 
Holidays 
 
 
 
 
 
Mondays not 
including Bank 
Holidays (cont.) 

Ascot Bridge Club – Chavey Down, Ascot. For more 
information please call David Calcutt on 886412, or 
visit the web site www.ascotbridge.org.uk 

Pilates with Amanda Mann at St Martin’s Church from 
9:30-10:30am & 10:45-11:45am. Visit the website: 
www.amandamann.uk.com or email 
info@amandamann.uk.com or call Amanda on 
07767 816499 

Ballet With Victoria Lyons at St Peters Hall. For more 
information call 638538. 

Ascot Yoga 7:45-9pm at Carnation hall. Visit 
www.AscotFitness.co.uk for more info or contact Flo 
Young on 07711077038 email Flo@AscotFitness.co.uk 

Fun Adult Jive Classes at King Edwards Hall, SL5 8PD. 
Contact Debra on 07748 391776 or email  
john@jive-cats.co.uk 

Continued on page 14 
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Music and Merriment  
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2nd Monday of 
the month 

Whist Drive at 7:30pm in the White Hart, Church Road, 
SL4 4SE 

Tuesdays  
Short Mat Bowls at Carnation Hall at 7pm. For more 
information please ring 882137 and 301158  

1st Tuesday of 
the month  

St Mary’s Women’s Guild meeting at 2:30pm, now 
always at St Mary’s church. 

Wednesdays 

EXTEND – fun, fitness & movement classes for the 
over-60s. 10:30-11:30am at St Martin’s Church Hall, SL5 
8RR. Please contact Elizabeth Wright AISTID tel: 
883078 or email: lizziewright25@hotmail.com. 

Zumba gold class at St Peter’s church hall 7-8pm. 

Chavey Down Association Bingo Club at St Martin’s 
Hall (fortnightly) at 8pm contact Monica or David on 
884348. 

The NOMADS Table Tennis Club at Carnation Hall, For 
more information contact Mike on 773939. 

Pilates classes at Carnation Hall: Contact Rebecca on 
0774 860 3145, email: pilatesascot@btinternet.com or 
visit www.pilatesascot.co.uk. 

Soft Furnishing/Dressmaking Courses on 
Wednesdays. Day and evening courses. Places 
available. Please contact Sally Beer on 882528 for 
further details of the venue schedule and timings. 

2nd Wednesday 
of the month 

Ascot Horticultural Society meets at 7:45pm in King 
Edward’s Hall, North Ascot (unless otherwise stated). 
All welcome. Admission: members £1.00 and visitors 
£2.50. Details on www.ascothorticulturalsociety.org.uk 
or call Peter Cleare on 01344 622086. 

Thursdays 

CHAT & CRAFT – now including Scrabble and Bridge. 
Between 2 and 4pm at St Peters Church. Entry £1. 
Open to all. Finish that project etc. For more info 
please contact Jane Lister on 0798 408 7820 .Also 
check with Special Events (see page 12). 

The Carnation Badminton Club plays on Thursdays at 
Carnation Hall, 8-10pm. New members welcome. 
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Thursdays 
(cont.) 

CLUBBERCISE Dance Fitness class at Carnation Hall 7-
8pm, For more info, please see www.Ascot 
Fitness.co.uk or contact Flo Young on 07711077038 or 
Flo@AscotFitness.co.uk 

Yoga at St Peter’s Church from 9:30-10:45am. Contact 
Lucy on 07769 252250, or email 
lucyvicjackson@gmail.com 

More news from around the parish 
Bell Ringers Report October 2017 (continued from page 8) 
As many of you will be aware our church was part of the National Heritage 
Open Day – the church was open to visitors from 10am to 4pm. There were 
numerous visitors who wanted to look around the tower and showed an 
interest in our lovely bells. 

The hand bell ringers attended the rehearsal for the annual Guildford 
Festival on October 28th – a service well worth attending if you are free, with 
an enormous orchestra of bells and chimes ranging from tiny to those the 
size of dustbins!! 

Now we will be practising hard for Bell Sunday on October 22nd and, of 
course, the December Music and Merriment concert, another event that we 
always enjoy. 

Rounding off September for us was the Harvest Supper – a lovely event with 
delicious food and great entertainment. We rang three “Golden Oldies” on 
our hand bells, John Kimbell played his squeezebox (amazing!!) and Trevor 
led a musical ‘round’ before we finished off with rousing communal singing. 
A date for your diaries for next year!! 

We were sad to say “good bye” to Shirley Cox – not only a good friend to 
many of us, but also a strong leader and ringer of the hand-bell group in the 
past. It was in her time that the band grew and developed. We are grateful 
to her and the others of that time who bought the bells, the tables, the 
drapes and hangers that enabled us to carry on this amazing hobby.  

Our thoughts and prayers are with our good friend Brian, who is also a 
tower bell ringer, and his family. 

Jill Glennerster 01344-884071 
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Friends of St Mary's Winkfield 
The Friends of St Mary’s Winkfield have passed on to the PCC the full 
proceeds of the successful Fun Day event on 30 August. This amounted to a 
total of £1,513.37, with Gift Aid being claimable on donations made to the 
event by generous donors. 

Our next event is the Christmas concert ‘Music and Merriment’ which will 
take place on 2 December as a Benefice event that includes singers and 
instrumentalists from all three churches. Rehearsals have already started for 
the children’s and adult choirs, and for the instrumentalists also. 

This is an event well worth supporting to help church finances. Tickets are 
available in church at £12 for adults and £6 for under 13 year olds. You can 
also purchase tickets on-line (paying by card) – 
visit www.fosmw.com and go to the concert 
page by pressing the red button on the home 
page. 

If you haven’t already joined the Friends of St Mary’s please think about it. 
Application forms are always in the Church. The ‘Friends of St Mary’s 
Winkfield’ is a registered charity that has been established to ensure that St 
Mary’s Church is able to remain open for, not only regular Sunday worship, 
but also for Baptisms and Weddings and as a community asset that can be 
used for public concerts like ‘Music and Merriment’, open to all. 

Lesley Philpot Chairman 

St Mary’s Women’s Guild - Meeting 3 October  
After the Guild Prayer, the Guild thanked members for assisting at the first 
Heritage Day. Members and Huw deemed it to have been a successful day. 
About 12 couples plus 7 others visited St Mary’s.  All visitors were shown 
around the church with many wanting a visit to the Tower. We understand 
that a new Tower Bell Ringer may come of this!! 

Harvest weekend 
The Guild thanked Doreen Potter and the Flower arrangers for the 
wonderful decorations in the Church for the Harvest services. Lesley Philpot 
also thanked those who had helped with the organisation of the Harvest 
Supper on 30 September after the Evensong service. 

Mary Knight had taken the Evensong service, which was excellent, with a 
visiting organist and a larger than usual choir.  
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The delicious supper was once again, prepared by Moira Gaw ably 
assisted by Sharon Cakebread, and was thoroughly enjoyed by all.  

Thanks were also given for the entertainment by the Hand Bell Ringers, John 
Kimbell (a virtuoso on the ‘squeeze-box’!), Trevor Scott, Sue Bish, Peter 
Giles and Tony Bish who acted as compere. It was a very successful 
evening. 

Huw Mordecai 
The speaker at our meeting was Huw Mordecai who talked about his very 
recent visit to India and showed some wonderful photographs. He visited 
Delhi, Agra, and Jaipur, known as the golden triangle.  

His account of his visit was mesmerising and the photographs and 
description of the Taj Mahal were quite breath taking. I am sure that Huw 
would be available for all groups and organisations for further talks.  

Lesley Philpot, President 

Thoughts of all sorts 
Gerard Manley Hopkins and ‘God’s Grandeur’ 
Gerard Manley Hopkins (1844-1889) is by any standards a major poet who 
revolutionised poetry’s approach to the rhythm (‘sprung rhythms’) and 
vivid imagery of words. Although happy with accepted forms of poetry (e.g. 
God’s Grandeur – see page 1 – is a 14-line sonnet), and making use of 
normal prosodic techniques like alliteration, he moved into an attractive 
word and rhythm world that was all his own. His use of words was unusual, 
but capturing an essential element, often driven by metaphor. This makes 
much of his verse difficult to understand, but it is worth the effort of trying. 

Hopkins was a Balliol classicist and a life-long friend of the poet Robert 
Bridges. Teaching was at the heart of his professional life after Oxford, but 
he was not a natural teacher, and his religious life was his mainspring. 

Born an Anglican, he converted to Catholicism at the age of 22 under the 
auspices of the great John Newman (later Cardinal; also a convert to 
Catholicism, and subsequently a leader of the Tractarian Oxford Movement; 
Newman wrote the poem ‘Dream of Gerontius’, set to music by Elgar, also a 
Catholic). In 1868 Hopkins’ developing religious life led him to see his 
poetry as incompatible with his religious life, so he stopped writing it, and 
even made a bonfire of his existing poetry, but, seven years later, accepted 
that there was no conflict. He became ordained as a Jesuit priest in 1877. 
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Not really successful as a professor of Classics in Dublin, and not really 
feeling at home in Ireland, he suffered from depression and other illnesses, 
and died of typhoid at the age of only 45. His poetry of the time reflects his 
struggle with depression and also with seeking to understand why God 
should burden him with so many unhappinesses. But he died happy. 

At the time of his death, hardly any of his poetry had been published – not 
because it was of no value, but because he felt that the egotism of a poet 
publishing for acclaim was contrary to his vows as a priest.  

His sense of relationship with God permeates all of his poetry, as ‘God’s 
Grandeur’ shows. Footnotes may help interpretation of his unusual style. 

God’s Grandeur 
The world is charged with the grandeur of God1.  
    It will flame out, like shining from shook foil;  
    It gathers to a greatness, like the ooze of oil  
Crushed2. Why do men then now not reck3 his rod4?  
Generations have trod, have trod, have trod5;  
    And all is seared6 with trade; bleared, smeared with toil;  
    And wears man's smudge7 and shares man's smell: the soil  
Is bare now8, nor can foot feel, being shod9.  

And for all this, nature is never spent10;  
    There lives the dearest freshness deep down things;  
And though the last lights off the black West went11  
    Oh, morning, at the brown brink12 eastward, springs.  
Because the Holy Ghost over the bent13  
    World broods with warm breast and with ah! bright wings. 

                                                      
1 ‘Grandeur of God’/ ‘shining from shook’are just two examples of  the emphatic 
aalliteration that occurs more than 10 times in this short poem. 
2 Perhaps an analogy to pressing olives to created many barrels of oil.  
3 ‘reck’: pay attention to 
4 ‘rod’: authority 
5 Repetition to indicate relentlessness 
6 ‘seared’: scorched and damaged on the outside  
7 ‘smudge’: superficial markings 
8 The grass is worn away by men’s feet 
9 Shoes take away the direct nature-relationship of bare-footedness  
10 ‘spent’ – used up 
11 ‘last lights … went’: night fell. 
12 ‘brown brink’: first light at the edge of what can be seen – i.e. the horizon 
13 ‘bent’: damaged 
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Cats Protection 
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Children’s Corner 
 

 
 
 
 
St Hugh of Lincoln 
17th November 

In the Middle Ages, bishops were very 
important people. They were not only 
men of the church but also involved in 
running the country. They lived in great 
palaces and did not have much to do with 
ordinary people. 

Bishop Hugh of Lincoln was different. He 
became known and loved for his charity 
to the poor; he cared for lepers and even 
risked his own life to prevent the killing 
of Jewish people during riots. 

The Bishop rebuilt Lincoln Cathedral 
after it was destroyed by a great 
earthquake in 1185, but to him people 
were always more important than all the 
carved stones. 

If you go to Lincoln, look out for the 
pictures of swans because St. Hugh is 
usually shown with a swan. He had a pet 

swan which guarded 
him while he was 
asleep. 

Bible Hs 

All the answers to this quiz begin with the 
letter H. Which ‘H’… 

1. Was a son of Noah? (Genesis, 
chapter 5) 

2. Was David’s first capital?  
(2 Samuel, chapter 2) 

3. Was Herod’s wife? (Matthew, 
chapter 14) 

4. Did Goliath have that was made 
of bronze? (1 Samuel, chapter 
17)  

5. Was the King of Tyre who sent 
cedar wood for the Temple? (1 
Kings, chapter 5) 

6. Was hung on the willows by the 
rivers of Babylon? (Psalm 137) 

7. Jesus said the 
birds have 
nests and 
foxes have 
these (Luke, 
chapter 9) 

8. What are pleasant words like?  
(Proverbs, chapter 16) 

 

Do you have a hobby?  
Yes, I like sitting in the corner collecting 
dust. 

 

Answers: 1. Ham  2.Hebron   
3. Herodias  4. helmet  5. Hiram   
6. harps  7. holes   8. honeycomb 
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