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A message from Huw 
The Gospel According to Kittens 
As many of you will know, my life has recently been turned upside down 
because I have acquired two kittens. Or, as a friend put it, they acquired me. 
Jamie and Zoe (the reason for their names is so obvious I don’t need to explain 
it) are absolutely delightful, full of energy and affection. When they zoom 
around at top speed, or ambush each other with acrobatic moves, they make 
me laugh; when they lie on my chest, with strong, deep purrs coming from their 
tiny bodies, I feel deeply loved. 
And yet there have been mishaps. Food has been thrown all around the room, 
when Jamie clawed the tea towel a plate of hot stew was resting on. I almost 
broke my neck when they gave my ankles an affectionate nudge – and I was 
walking downstairs. Some progress is being made. They are beginning to 
recognise that “No” in stern tones means stop whatever you are doing, and 
look innocent, but it must be confusing. Why is scratching the couch a bad 
thing, but the scratch post is fine? Why should eating food I put down on the 
floor be alright, yet food placed on the table be off limits? To a small feline 
mind it must be very confusing. 
Wonderful though I think they are, I recognise I will never be able to 
communicate fully with my cats – their minds, their senses are too different. 
And yet, if I could become a cat, maybe then communication would be 
possible, because I could then approach them on their own terms. For 
Christians something far more wonderful is the true glory of Christmas. 
Whenever we try to think of God, we quickly reach the point where we have to 
admit we will never understand him. (Or should that be her? Or it?) How can we 
get our minds around what it must be like to know everything, do anything, 
and love everyone? All of those are so far beyond our own experience that we 
can say the words without understanding fully what they mean. God is so far 
beyond us, that we can never bridge the gap. But what we cannot do, God did 
– roughly 2000 years ago in Palestine. 
We cannot understand God, but we can understand another human being. The 
baby at Bethlehem is God Incarnate, God made human. And throughout his 
life, supremely in his death and resurrection, everything he said and did showed 
us the loving heart of God in action. This is the deepest reason behind the 
carols, the presents, the food, the festivities – we celebrate because God is with 
us. We are deeply loved. 
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A note from the Editors 
Here we are, approaching Christmas time again, and generally still feeling 
benevolent to our readers after just over three years in the post. We are, of 
course, deeply aware and appreciative of the small army of ‘Parish Maggers’ 
who supply us with useful, interesting, and often amusing material, month after 
month, and generally completely filling our pages. 
And we deeply appreciate you, our readers – our reason for doing all this. 
We wish you all a very happy Christmas and a successful New Year. 

From the Parish Registers 
Funerals etc. 
An Interment of ashes was held for the late Mrs Betty Colbourn at Cranbourne 
St Peter’s Church on Wednesday 2 November 2016. 
An Interment of ashes was held for the late Mrs Alexandra Rose Reade at 
Winkfield St Mary’s Church on Tuesday 8 November 2016. 
A funeral service for the late Mr Barry Stewart took place at Easthampstead 
Crematorium on Thursday 10 November 2016. 

Requiescant in pace 

Bits and Pieces 
Office opening hours (Friday closed): 
Mondays: 9:30am to 12:30pm 
Tuesdays: 9:30am to 12:30pm 

Wednesdays: 9:30am to 3:30pm  
Thursdays: 9:30am to 12:30pm 

Contact info 
Church Office: c/o St Martin’s Church, Church Road, Chavey Down,  
SL5 8RR Phone: 01344 882933  
Website: www.winkfieldandcranbourne.org.uk  
email: admin@winkfieldandcranbourne.org.uk 
If you are arranging an event, please contact Alison Burt in the Church Office, so 
that it can be noted in the Church diary and mentioned on the website. Alison 
will endeavour to keep track of activities and timings etc. You may view event 
details on the website given above. 
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Prayers are held every week at 9.15am on:  
 Monday at St Peter's 
 Tuesday at St Martin's 
 Wednesday at St Mary's 
 Thursday at St Martin's  

For further details please contact the church office. All are welcome to attend 

Events, Notices and Dates for your Diaries 
The deadline for articles etc. for the February Parish Mag is 10 January 2017. 
Collation day is 20 Jan 2017. 
Who’s Who pages in the Winkfield Parish News 
The 3rd page of our magazine is the parish Who’s Who. Please report any 
changes needed to this as soon as possible to: 
wparishmag@winkfieldandcranbourne.org.uk 
Chavey Down Village carol service 
The Chavey Down Village Carol Service will take place on the 17 December in St 
Martin's Church and will start at 5pm (not 6pm). It is being held in aid of the 
Alexander Devine Children's Hospice Service. Following the service, mulled wine 
and mince pies will be served. We will be joined by The Mayor of the Borough 
of Bracknell Forest, Cllr Tony Virgo. 
On the 21st January 2017, St Martin's Church is holding a Burns Night Supper 
and Ceilidh. It will begin at 7pm. Further details will be published soon, but 
people should put the date in their diaries now. 
Christmas Crackers: A festive night out! 
The Spotlights Musical Theatre Group's 2016 Christmas Show is called 
‘Christmas Crackers’ and tickets are now available.   
The show is a festive mix of carols, songs, and readings all helped down by 
lashings of mulled wine and plates of hot mince pies.  This year’s programme 
contains all the seasonal music that people will know and love put, together 
with new songs and new arrangements of some old favourites, like Away In A 
Manger, Ding Dong Merrily and Deck the Halls. Plus, with a Caribbean beat, the 
beautiful song ‘Mary's Boy Child’ and a dreamy version of the old Eartha Kitt 
standard ‘Santa Baby’ sung to the SMTGs very own Father Christmas.  
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The delightful readings include a charming telling of the Christmas story written 
by a young girl of 6, a boozy Christmas tale from The Diary of Adrian Mole, and 
the real story of what happened when Good King Wenceslas looked out! With, 
 as usual, lots of audience participation to get everybody in the true spirit of 
Christmas. 
As ever, and proudly so, the SMTG will be fund raising through their Christmas 
concert for ‘Stepping Stones’, a 
charity for children with Downs 
Syndrome based in Bracknell.  
So get your tickets now and bring 
all your friends along for a 
thoroughly enjoyable show of 
Christmas music and laughter. It's 
not to be missed! 
‘Christmas Crackers’ will be 
performed at the Ascot Life 
Centre, New Road, North Ascot 
on Thursday 8th and Friday 9th at 
730pm and on Saturday 10th at 
230pm. 
Tickets are £10 each (mince pies 
and mulled wine included) and 
are now available from the box 
office on 01344 985346 or you 
can book online at www.ticketsource.co.uk/spotlightsmusicaltheatregroup     

St Mary’s Music and Merriment Concert  
This will take place at 7:30pm on 3 December 2016, and, as in past years, we 
have treats of various kinds to give enjoyment to everybody. 
There is something about a capable children’s choir that is very heart-warming. 
You would succumb very quickly to this feeling if you were to attend the 
rehearsals of the concert’s Junior Concert Choir. These are our local children 
and our friend’s children, and in them is this amazing enthusiastic musicality! 
They are not the only young people who will bring a wealth of musical talent. 
Helen, studying for her A-levels, is a very talented bassoonist, with the National 
Children’s Orchestra and the National Youth Orchestra, and she will be playing 
a solo part, after previous experience in our Concert as a member of the Wind 
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Quintet that provides our instrumental core. We also welcome Laura, a talented 
young harpist, who will also play a solo role, as well as joining our 
instrumentalists.  Her sister Alice will be our glockenspiel player. 
For the first time, as far as we know, the adult choirs comprise the combined 
resources of St Mary’s and St Peter’s. We are deeply grateful to St Peter’s for 
their great contribution to this special occasion. Both the children’s choir and 
the adult choir will be under the direction of Carl Lister, St Peter’s musical 
director, and we are pleased to be able to make use of his energy and talent. 
In addition to their choir, St Mary’s will be in particular evidence with the St 
Mary’s Handbell Ringers, who will give their usual polished performance of 
festive music. There will also be two World Premiere performances the children 
with sing a new song ‘setting of Marion Caragounis’ poem ‘Christmas Day’, and 
the adult choirs will sing a new Christmas anthem, a setting of  Christina 
Rosetti’s poem ‘Beyond the Paling of the Stars’, both by local musician Anthony 
Hodson. 
Our concert is managed by the Friends of St Mary’s Winkfield, whose remit it is 
to support our beautiful church and its amenities as a community asset, and 
this joint effort is a celebration of closer links between our three churches. 
Tickets are already available: £12 for adults, £6 for children over 13.  
Tickets can be obtained from Lesley Philpot, Margaret-Anne Hodson and 
Marian Stevens who also runs the Box Office telephone line 01344 882918. Or 
email Marian at Anthony.locksride@btinternet.com 
Tickets will also available be at the door. 
Warwick Dual Motor Riser Recliner Chair for sale 
A Warwick Riser Recliner mobility chair is still available as surplus to 
requirements. Please refer to the description on page 6 of the September 2016 
Parish Mag, which can also be accessed on 
http://xdotd.com/parishmag. 
Traidcraft Stall. 
It is with regret that I will be giving up the running of the Traidcraft stall at the 
end of January 2017. If anyone would like to take it on, I will help you to get 
started. 
Thank you to everyone for supporting me and the stall over the past few years,; 
I will be running the stall all through December and January, on Sunday, at St 
Martins, to sell of all the stock I have left. 
Adelaide Bunker 
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Winkfield Parochial Charities: Clerk to the Trustees required  
Work Requirements: 
 Available for around 5 hours a week (some during the day but 

otherwise flexible on when) 
 Computer literate with access to the internet 
 Have their own vehicle (for visiting the properties and the bank etc.). 

Main Duties: 
 Dealing with / passing on correspondence, emails and phone calls 
 Scheduling activities 
 Co-ordinating Trustees tasks 
 Preparing for and minuting meetings (usually 4 each year) 

General: 
 An honorarium will be paid 
 Full training will be given 

For further details, please email: winkfieldparochialcharities@outlook.com, or 
call telephone no: 07522 306988 

Save the dates 
Saturday 11th February 2017 2pm - The Bracknell Forest Society 
The Society’s AGM and talk from Dr Christina Hill Williams, Deputy Lieutenant 
of the Royal County of Berkshire, on ‘The History and Role of the High Sheriff” 
followed by afternoon tea. Venue: Birch Hill Community Centre RG12 7WW All 
welcome 
Friday 24 February 2017 8pm Popels Hall: Friends of St Mary’s Winkfield 
AGM 

News from around the parish 
News from St Martins 
We are still seeking more flower arrangers but are very pleased that Katie 
Paramour has agreed to deal with extra cleaning in the Church. We are very 
sorry that Mrs Vicos has had to resign from the cleaning rota due to pressure of 
work but we are all very grateful to her for being one of our cleaners with her 
daughter for so long. Thank you. Katie will take her place on the rota. 
Katie has also indicated she would like to join the Committee of the Friends of 
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St Martins and we are very pleased. All the congregation are 'Friends' of St 
Martins but we have a small Committee working in the background. 
Amy Hoptroff would like to thank all friends and neighbours who sent cards 
and flowers to her on the occasion of her 90th birthday in October. 
Many readers and Parishioners will remember Eric Holborn who, together with 
his wife, were such pillars of strength in the Parish during their lifetimes. He 
used to say: 

On Sundays, weather wet or fine, My church I always visit, 
So when at last I’m carried in, The Lord won't say 'who is it’? 
Will I be recognised? 

This quotation has stuck in 
my mind for many years 
and I always think of it 
when I pass his house in 
Chavey Down Rd. 
A huge thankyou to the 
Congregation of St 
Martin’s who helped, 
donated and gave their 
time so willingly to ensure 
that our first joint Patronal 
Festival was such a huge 
success. Well done 
everyone! 
Ruth Timbrell 
Chavey Down 
Women’s Institute 
Our Christmas party is to 
take place on Monday 12 
December. This event is 
always most enjoyable, 
with visitors from other 
institutes. Our theme this year is Edwardian with entertainment by the Gaslights. 
Our first meeting of 2017 will be on Monday 16 January when our speaker will 
be Andrew Young from Berkshire Lowland Search and Rescue charity. 
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So if you are interested then do come along and join us where a warm 
welcome awaits you. 
In the meantime, on behalf of the committee and all the members of Chavey 
Down Women's Institute, we wish you all a very Happy Christmas and every 
good wish for 2017. 
Janey Bethune-Williams883854 
Friends of St Mary's Winkfield  
Apart from the Music and Merriment Concert on 3/12/16, our next Event will be 
the AGM to be held on Friday 24 February at 8pm in Popels Hall.  The business 
of the meeting will take place at the start of the evening and will be followed 
with an update on the Church Recording project being undertaken by NADFAS. 
Refreshments will be available. 
Organ Restoration 
The organ restoration project has been around for some time and we have 
raised just over £25,000 but we still need a little more money to ensure the 
renovations can begin.  We plan soon to launch an appeal to Sponsor a Pipe: - 
a scheme that many churches have used successfully to raise funds for organ 
restoration. 
 

Music and Merriment Ad 
  



 - 9 -  

SERVICES ACROSS THE PARISH 
Christmas Eve – Carols and Candlelight 
Christmas Eve Carols and Candlelight will take place on:  

 2pm – St Mary’s Church, Winkfield 
 3:30pm – St Mary’s Church, Winkfield 
 4pm – St Peter’s Church, Cranbourne 

The services held at all three churches will be ‘by ticket’ only. Tickets will be free 
of charge and will be available to order from the Church Office. Order forms will 
be available to download from the church website from the beginning of 
November. NB. Sorry, telephone or email bookings will not be accepted. 
Christmas Eve – Family Holy Communion  
This will take place at 6pm in St Martin's church, Church Road, Chavey Down,  

 
The following symbols are used in the tables below: 
 – the collection is to be shared with the Church and the Children’s Society 

 ̂– please bring a new toy for a child or toiletries for an adult and Christmas 
biscuits or sweets for the Foodbank 
 – followed by Communion by Extension at 10:45am 
 – followed by Said Communion at 11:45am 
* – entry by ticket only available from www.winkfieldandcranbourne.org.uk 
St Mary’s – December services 
Dec Day Time Service 

4 2nd Sunday of Advent 
9:30am Family Praise 
11am Holy Communion (BCP) 
12:45, 1:30 and 2:15pm Holy Baptisms 

11 3rd Sunday of Advent 

8am Holy Communion (BCP) 

9:30am Messy Church – A Service of Light 
 

11am Crib Service 

18 4th Sunday of Advent 9:30am Family Praise - 5 Lessons & Carols  
11am 9 Lessons & Carols  
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Dec Day Time Service 

24 Christmas Eve 
2pm Carols by Candlelight * 
3:30pm Carols by Candlelight * 
11:30pm Holy Communion (BCP) 

25 Christmas Day 

There is NO 8am Holy Communion service 
today, and NO 9:30am Family Praise service. 
Please join the 11am Christmas Matins  
service, which is followed by a Said 
Communion service. 
11am Christmas Matins  

St Mary’s – January services 
Jan Day Time Service 

1 The Naming of Christ 

There is NO 9:30am service today. Please 
join the 8am service at St Peter’s Church, 
or the 11am Alternative Carol service, 
followed by a said Holy Communion 
11am Alternative Carols  

8 Baptism of Christ 
8am Holy Communion (BCP) 
9:30am Messy Church 
11 am Family Matins 

15 2nd Sunday of Epiphany 9:30am Family Praise  
11am Holy Communion (BCP) 

22 
3rd Sunday of Epiphany – 
Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity 

8am Holy Communion (BCP)  
9:30am Family Praise 
11am Morning Prayer 

29 4th Sunday of Epiphany 9:30am Family Praise 
11am Morning Prayer 

St Martin’s, Chavey Down – December services 
Dec Day Time Service 

4  2nd Sunday of Advent 9:30am Family/All Age – Service of 
Light & Gift Service   ̂

11  3rd Sunday of Advent 9:30am Holy Communion 
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Dec Day Time Service 
17 Saturday 5pm Chavey Down Carols 
18 4th Sunday of Advent 9:30am 9 Lessons & Carols 
24 Christmas Eve 6pm Holy Communion 
25 Christmas Day 9:30am Holy Communion 

St Martin’s, Chavey Down – January services 
Jan Day Time Service 

1  The Naming of Christ 
There is NO 9:30am service at St Martin’s 
today. Please join the 8am service at St 
Peter’s church or the 11am Alternative 
Carol  service  at St Mary’s church 

8  Baptism of Christ 9:30am Holy Communion 
15 2nd Sunday of Epiphany 9:30am Morning Prayer 

22 
3rd Sunday of Epiphany – 
Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity 

9:30am Holy Communion 

29 4th Sunday of Epiphany 9:30am Morning Prayer 

St Peter’s, Cranbourne – December services 
Dec Day Time Service 

4 2nd Sunday of Advent 8am Holy Communion (BCP) 
11am SPATS/All Age Family  

11 3rd Sunday of Advent 11am Holy Communion 
12:45, 1:30 and 2:15pm Holy Baptism 

18 4th Sunday of Advent 
8am Holy Communion (BCP) 
11am Morning Prayer 
6:30pm 9 Lessons & Carols 

24 Christmas Eve 4pm Carols by Candlelight * 
8pm Communion by Candlelight 

25 Christmas Day 

10am SPATS All Together  
There is NO 11am service here today. 
Please join the 10am SPATS All Together 
service . 
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St Peter’s, Cranbourne – January services 
Jan Day Time Service 

1 The Naming of Christ 

8am Holy Communion (BCP) 
There is NO 11am service here today. 
Please join the 8am service at St Peter’s 
Church, or the 11am Alternative Carol  
service at St Mary’s Church. 

8 Baptism of Christ 11am Holy Communion 
12:45, 1:30 and 2:15pm Holy Baptism 

15 2nd Sunday of Epiphany 8am Holy Communion (BCP) 
11am Morning Prayer 

22 3rd Sunday of Epiphany  11am Holy Communion 

29 4th Sunday of Epiphany 8am Holy Communion (BCP) 
11am Morning Prayer 

The week following 22/1/17 is the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 

Winkfield Row Methodist Church –Dec ’16/Jan ‘17 
How to find the Winkfield Row Methodist Church: 
We are located in Winkfield Row opposite Lambrook  
School: Winkfield Row, Bracknell RG42 6NE.  
Telephone: 01344 411417 
Morning worship 10:30am (unless stated). All are welcome! 
4 December Revd Jackie Case 
11 December Mrs Diana Middleditch (tbc) 
18 December 3pm “Carols by Candlelight” conducted by  
Mrs M Garton (tbc) 
25 December 9:30am Revd Jackie Case 
January 2017 services 
1 January No Service 
8 January Mr Tony King 
15 January Revd Jackie Case: Covenant Service 
22 January Joint Service at St Martin’s 
29 January Mr J Cunningham 
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Flowers & Cleaning Rotas 

St Mary’s – December 2016 and January 2017 
Dates Flowers 
2 and 9 Dec  Alex Jolly ????- ADVENT - Memorial Table only 
16 Dec Doreen Potter - ADVENT - Memorial Table only 
23 Dec All church flower arrangers - CHRISTMAS  
30 Dec Doreen Potter (Wedding 31st)  
January 2017  
6 and 13 Jan Jane Hodgson/Anna Clayton 
20 and 27 Jan Penny Cardwell 
Doreen writes: “A big thank you to all St Mary's Flower Arrangers and every 
happiness in 2017 
St Martin’s – December 2016, January 2016 
Dates Flowers Cleaning 
4 Dec TBA / TBA Mrs Vicos 
11 Dec TBA / TBA Mrs Vicos 
18 Dec Mrs Zerilli/Mrs Randall Mrs Luff 
25 Dec ALL FLOWER ARRANGERS   
January 2017  
1 Jan Mrs Zerilli/Mrs Randall Mrs Luff 
8 Jan Mrs Timbrell/Mrs Phillips Mrs Crane 
15 Jan Mrs Timbrell/Mrs Phillips Mrs Crane 
22 Jan Mrs Bunker/Mrs Smith Mrs Paramor 
29 Jan Mrs Bunker/Mrs Smith Mrs Paramor 
More flower arrangers needed for St Martins 
Two more flower arrangers needed: can you help, please? Ruth Timbrell 

What’s on in December 2016 & January 2017 
Special Events (Also see Regular events on page 14) 
Day Dec Event Time/place 

Sat 3 Music & Merriment Christmas Concert at St Mary’s Church: 
Community concert run by the Friends of St Mary’s Winkfield 
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Day Dec Event Time/place 

Mon 5 A Cuppa & Chat with the Vicar: 2-3pm. All are welcome 
Wed 7 Junior School Verification Surgery – see footnote1 
Sat 10 Junior School Verification Surgery – see footnote1 

Mon 12 Chavey Down Women’s Institute Christmas Party 
Fri 23 Holy Matrimony – Lister & Craddock: 2pm at St Peter’s Church 
Sat 31 Holy Matrimony – Dresch & Padbury: 2:30pm at St Mary’s 

Church January 2017 
Tues 3 Winkfield Standing 

Committee Meeting 
8.00am at St Martin’s Church 
Hall 

Thu 5 World Ship Society – William Mayes will talk on his travels from 
January to June 2016. Carnation Hall 7:45 for 8pm. All welcome.  

Sat 7 Baptism Preparation 9.30am at St Mary’s Church 
Wed 11 Cranbourne Standing Committee Meeting 8am venue to be 

advised 
1 10am at the church office – by appointment only (telephone bookings will not 
be accepted) – please email admin@winkfieldandcranbourne.org.uk for an 
appointment. 
Mon 16 Chavey Down WI. The speaker will be Andrew Young from 

Berkshire Lowland Search and Rescue charity. 
Thu 19 Winkfield PCC Meeting 8pm at St Mary’s Church 

Tue 21 7pm St Martin’s Burns-night supper 
Wed 25 Cranbourne PCC Meeting 8pm at St Peter’s Church 

NB. All content in these lists may be subject to change without notice. 
Regular events: 
Day Event 

Mondays not 
including Bank 
Holidays 

Ascot Bridge Club – Chavey Down, Ascot. For more 
information please call David Calcutt on 886412, or visit the 
web site www.ascotbridge.org.uk 
Pilates with Amanda Mann at St Martin’s Church from 
9:30-10:30am & 10:45-11:45am. Visit the website: 
www.amandamann.uk.com or email 
info@amandamann.uk.com or call Amanda on 07767 
816499 
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Day Event 
Ballet With Victoria Lyons at St Peters Hall. For more 
information call 638538. 
Ascot Yoga 7:45-9pm at Carnation hall. Visit 
www.ascotzumba.co.uk for more info or contact Flo Young 
on 07711077038 or email Flo@ascotzumba.co.uk 
Fun Adult Jive Classes at King Edwards Hall, SL5 8PD. 
Contact Debra on 07748 391776 or email  
john@jive-cats.co.uk 

2nd Monday of 
the month 

Whist Drive at 7:30pm in the White Hart, Church Road, SL4 
4SE 

Tuesdays Short Mat Bowls at Carnation Hall at 7pm. For more 
information please ring 882137 and 301158 

1st Tuesday of 
the month 

St Mary’s Women’s Guild meeting at 2:30pm, now always 
at St Mary’s church. 

Wednesdays 

EXTEND – fun, fitness & movement classes for the 
over-60s. 10:30-11:30am at St Martin’s Church Hall, 
SL5 8RR. Please contact Elizabeth Wright AISTID tel: 
883078 or email: lizziewright25@hotmail.com 
Zumba gold class at St Peter’s church hall 7-8pm 
Chavey Down Association Bingo Club at St Martin’s Hall 
(fortnightly) at 8pm: contact Monica or David on 884348. 
The NOMADS Table Tennis Club at Carnation Hall. For 
more information contact Mike on 773939. 
Pilates classes at Carnation Hall: contact Rebecca on 0774 
8603145, email: pilatesascot@btinternet.com or visit 
www.pilatesascot.co.uk. 

2nd Wednesday 
of the month 

Ascot Horticultural Society meets at 7:45pm in King 
Edward’s Hall, North Ascot (unless otherwise stated). All 
welcome. Admission: members £1.00 and visitors £2.50. 
Details on www.ascothorticulturalsociety.org.uk or call 
Peter Cleare on 01344 622086. 

Thursdays The Carnation Badminton Club plays on Thursdays at 
Carnation Hall, 8-10pm. New members welcome. 
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Day Event 
Ballroom and Latin American dance classes, at the British 
Legion Hall in Hatchet Lane, Cranbourne: Pay as you go. To 
find out more, call 621353 or email 
dancejanet@hotmail.com 
Yoga at St Peters Church from 9:30-10:45 am. Contact Lucy 
on 07769 252250, or email lucyvicjackson@gmail.com 

More news from around the parish 
St Mary’s bell ringers 
The bell ringers have enjoyed several social events this past month. Harvest 
supper at Popels Hall was a lovely evening of good food, poetry and music 
ending with a sing song of traditional uplifting pieces (words supplied!!). Thanks 
to the Women's Guild for organising this event - definitely worth putting in 
your diaries for next year. 
The auction of promises in the White Hart in aid of the Friends of St Mary's was 
both an interesting and entertaining evening, raising valuable funds. The tower 
ringers "sold" a quarter peel and the hand bell ringers were "bought" by Phil in 
the pub to ring on Christmas Eve in the early evening. 
Thanks to Tony and Sue for hosting there annual "bangers and bangers" 
evening, a little early this year due to their many commitments, but thoroughly 
enjoyed by all. 
This was followed by Bell Sunday when the tower was open for visitors to see 
the bells and have a go at ringing - this always popular! The hand bells rang a 
lovely piece as part of the service and we demonstrated on hand bells how the 
tower bells are moved to make different "tunes". Thanks to everyone who 
made cakes for this event and to those who supported us by buying them. 
Sadly the Guildford Cathedral Hand Bell service was cancelled this year due to 
renovation work being carried out at the Cathedral ,and it was deemed unsafe 
for us to manoeuvre all the kit involved with all the scaffolding in place. We look 
forward to going back next year. 
Meanwhile the tower bells are rung every week and the hand bells are 
practicing hard for the Christmas concert. 
Jill Glennerster 01344-884071 
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St Mary's Junior Choir 
The choristers joined with the adult choir for the Remembrance Sunday service 
and all read the poems beautifully. 
Rehearsals for the Crib service, 11 December, have started and the choristers 
will once again, read as well as sing.  They will also join the adult choir for the 
service of 9 Lessons and Carols on 18 December and the Alternative Carols 
service on January 1 2017.  
Lesley Philpot 
St Mary’s Women’s Guild  
Ascot Priory 
Rev. Huw Mordecai reported on the meeting between the Trustees and 
members of the congregation on the 17th October. The invitation was 
extended at the last minute and very many local people turned up to lend their 
support.  There may be another meeting – this has been requested, with the 
plea for plenty of warning. 
Church Recording Up-date 
To date there have been three meetings all very fascinating.  The task will take 
four years to complete and the meetings take place on the 2nd Thursday of 
each month at 1:30pm. 
Flower Rota 
Mrs. Potter stated that the names of flower arrangers for November are all as 
detailed in the Parish magazine. She will prepare two arrangements for 
Remembrance Sunday. 
Remembrance Sunday 
Judy Warren will lay the Guild wreath and three other Guild members will carry 
the banner. 
Christmas tree 
The tree will be delivered on Tuesday, 29 November and a note was made of 
the names of members prepared to help decorate it at 10am on Friday, 
2 December 2016, the day before the Music and Merriment concert.  
Christmas Concert – Music and Merriment 
The ladies present agreed to provide mince pies – two dozen each please. 
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Exhibition at the V& A: Opus Anglicanum 
This comprises Masterpieces of English Medieval Embroidery running through 
to 5February.  Pam Brown had prepared an information sheet and members 
interested in visiting the exhibition signed up at the end of the meeting.  Friday 
20 January 2017 was the date selected. 
Future Speakers  
6 December Rev Huw Mordecai and Mary Knight 
 Christmas Service at St. Mary’s Church 
2017 
7 February Pam and Jean Brown 
 Brief Encounters – more holiday news 
7 March Rev Huw Mordecai – Charlotte Brontë 
Talk 
Anthony Hodson talked about the history and activities of the Mercers 
Company of the City of London, of which he had been Master in 2001/2002 
Margaret-Anne Hodson answered questions and displayed Mercer artifacts. 
The Mercers were originally merchants in early medieval days, retailing in fine 
ladies’ wear in their stalls near St Mary-le-Bow, Cheapside. They took offices in 
the Hospital of St Thomas opposite (this was a minor order set up in memory of 
the murdered St Thomas a-Becket). When Henry VIII dissolved the monasteries, 
the Mercers bought the site from the king, and their Hall is there today. 
The London Guilds were originally fellowships protecting their trades, and most 
became known as Livery Companies, of which there are 110 actively operating 
today. Some, particularly the ‘modern’ companies, are still concerned with their 
guild activity (e.g. the Goldsmiths), but many (like the Mercers) have evolved 
into philanthropic organisations with interests not closely associated with the 
trade of their name. The Mercers Company has had a long association with 
education, not only excellent independent schools like the St Paul’s Boys’ and 
Girl’s Schools, but also state schools, the majority. Of these, the very successful 
Thomas Telford School in Telford, Shropshire, became the governance model 
for Academies. 
The Mercers also support a wide range of general charitable, artistic and 
educational causes, and sponsor a number of churches, including St James 
Garlickhythe (the recently installed Lord Mayor of London was organist there!). 
The Rev. Huw Mordecai closed with meeting with a prayer. 
Lesley Philpot, President 
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St Mary’s choir 
November is a month of remembering, with All Souls’ and All Saints’ Days just 
on the beginning of the month and Remembrance Sunday celebrated this year 
on 13 November. For the Sunday nearest All Saints’ Day, the junior choristers 
sang a delightful version of ‘When the Saints go marching in’ which was great 
to hear; and we all sang that favourite hymn for the season ‘For all the saints 
who from their labours rest.’ 
Our civic Remembrance Service on November 13th was a time to reflect on the 
sacrifices made by soldiers and civilians in many conflicts over the last hundred 
years. After the two-minute silence, the service contained three well-loved 
hymns of remembrance and junior members of St. Mary’s, including those in 
the choir, gave readings again reminding us of the tragedy of conflict. Huw 
pointed out the great contribution made in wartime to those in reserved jobs, 
who just got on and provided vital services in worrying times. 
By the time you read this we shall be in the season of Advent, looking towards 
that wonderful, though so often over-commercialised, festival of Christmas. Our 
choirs will be taking part in all the usual Christmas celebrations at St. Mary’s, 
including the Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols and Midnight Communion on 
Christmas Eve. You will find details of these and other services on the “Services 
for December” page of this magazine. Do come along and join us, in choir or in 
congregation, to celebrate the birth of our Saviour and the real festive season.  
And don’t forget “Music & Merriment” at St. Mary’s on December 3th at 
7.30pm.  Please see the advertisement in this magazine and come along for a 
joyful evening of pre-Christmas entertainment.  
As usual, our choir practice is every Thursday evening at 7.30pm and we warm 
up at 10.20am before the 11.00am Sunday service. Looking forward to seeing 
you and making you welcome. 
Marian Stevens 01344 882918 or anthony.locksride@btinternet.com) 
Cats Protection League writes … 
We are urgently looking for homes for a number of young adult semi-feral cats. 
If you can offer any of them a home then please contact us on telephone 
number 0845 371 4212 (Mon - Fri, 9am - 5pm and Saturday, 9am - 3pm) or 
please email Anne Campbell on neutering.cpbracknell@gmail.com. 
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Children’s Corner 
 
 
 
 
 
NATIVITY PLAY 
To see the story of the first Christmas 
through the eyes of little children 
makes it fresh and new. I like the story 
of the little boy who so wanted to be 
Joseph but was picked as the inn 
keeper instead. All went well until the 
nativity play started and Mary and 
Joseph arrived at the inn. The boy 
playing the innkeeper greeted them 
with ‘Come in Mary love, there’s plenty 
of room for you, but Joseph can get 
lost!’ 
Mary may insist that her teddy is the 
Baby Jesus, the angels may trip over 
their robes made from sheets, but 
every nativity play shows the wonder 
of the story of the first Christmas when 
the son of God was born a baby, like 
us. Tea towels used as shepherd’s 
headdresses and angels’ haloes made 
from wire coat hangers only serve to 
underline the humanity of it all. A baby 
born in a stable – a simple story that 
changes the world.  

LOTS OF LOVE  
Time to make some Christmas 
decorations? Cut out two shapes like 
the pattern below, one in red card, one 
in green card. Don’t forget to cut the 
slits. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Interlock the 2 shapes by weaving the 
strips under and over their opposite 
colour. This will give you a heart shape. 
Use a little glue to 
hold them together if 
needed. Punch a hole 
in the top at the 
centre and thread 
with cord to hang 
your decoration. You can make lots in 
different colours and decorate them 
with sequins or stickers too. Nice 
symbols of love to decorate your 
Christmas. 

 

The Cat's Christmas Hymns:  
Oh, Come All Ye Fishful 
Silent Mice 
Joy to the Curled 
The First Meow 
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