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A message from Huw 
I was a stranger and you welcomed me? 
Recently I attended a funeral of a young man, who I used to teach. He was 
only 40, and the death of any young person brings a special poignancy, 
especially as we think of all that person could have gone on to achieve but 
now will not. 
However, this service will stay in my mind for a different reason. Raj was a Sikh 
and, although I have several Sikh friends, this was the first time I had attended 
any of their religious ceremonies, let alone a funeral. As a result I have to admit 
that I felt out of place. For most of the service I thought I was the only non-
Sikh present (I wasn’t) and that everyone else knew exactly what was going 
on, which left me feeling uncomfortable. 
In fact the people round about me were kind and helpful. It is a Sikh custom 
for everyone, men and women, to cover their heads when they pray. 
Someone went to get me a head scarf, and helped my clumsy efforts to get it 
in place. Personally I am not used to an open casket at a funeral but, when the 
time came, I was gently guided into line so that I could see Raj for one final 
time and pay my respects. Although I was very worried that I would be giving 
offense by getting something wrong, when I spoke to some of his family and 
friends after the service it was clear that they were glad I had been there; my 
attendance had meant something. 
The experience of being an outsider looking in was a salutary one. For me, 
and I suspect most of you who will read this article, church is familiar territory. 
Normally we know exactly what is going on; even if things are different in a 
special service we still know roughly what is happening and can relax and 
enjoy how things unfold. For most of the population things are very different.  
Many people never go to a church at all, and do not know anyone who does. 
A half-remembered episode of The Vicar of Dibley might be all they have to 
guide them if they do summon up the courage and come in. Having been in 
once, they can be put off by all sorts of things – unless they receive a friendly 
welcome. And that welcome needs to be more than a “Good Morning” when 
they enter, or a friendly nod of the head. Being British most of us feel deeply 
embarrassed at the thought of talking to strangers, but we need to conquer 
that. Tactful help with the peculiarities of the service, a bit of a chat at the end 
of the service, these are essential and the duty of us all – not just the person in 
robes up at the front. 
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We are coming to the time of year when people are most likely to visit our 
churches. Both Remembrance and then Christmas see people coming who 
may not think about church at any other time. How ready are we to welcome 
them? 

From the Parish Registers 
Weddings & blessings 
Congratulations to the following couples, married recently: 
27 August 2016  Ryan Garbett & Victoria Osborn 
30 September 2016 Darren Barton-Taylor & Lauren Walker 
Baptisms 
Welcome to the following children, baptised into God’s church 
recently: 
4 September 2016 
 Thalia Bradley 
 Ellen Day 
 Imogen Day 
 Darcy Loveys-MacDonald 
 Benjamin Wickens 
 Oliver Wickens 

2 October 2016 
 William Fullager 
9 October 2016 
 Harry Burrows 
 George Hynes 

Funerals etc. 
A funeral service for the late Mrs Joan Bettison took place at Easthampstead 
Crematorium on Friday, 26 August 2016. 
An Interment of ashes was held for the late Mrs Joan Beck at Winkfield 
St Mary’s Church on Friday, 16 September 2016. 
A funeral service for the late Mrs Freda Hammett took place at St Peter’s 
Church, Cranbourne and at Slough Crematorium on Thursday, 22 September 
2016. 

Requiescant in pace 

In memoriam 
The late Molly Pask née King 

Many local people will remember Molly and her parents, with whom she lived 
in Longhill Road. Molly attended St Augustine's school, Ascot Priory; she was a 
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member of the Chavey down Gymnastic Club, and also May queen for Chavey 
Down, and she was very involved with her mother in local activities. 
Molly married Michael Pask of Mathisons Bracknell. They had 3 children and 
several grandchildren. Her mother’s maiden-name was ‘Berry’ and she lived in 
Priory Road, where indeed the Berry Family still reside. Molly was a friend of 
Ruth Timbrell's for over 80 years and they attended school together and both 
worked together in Bracknell in the same office. 
Her funeral took place on 12 October at Ascot Priory with which she and her 
mother’s family had had such a long association/ 
Ruth Timbrell 

Bits and Pieces 
Office opening hours (Friday closed): 
Mondays: 9:30am to 12:30pm 
Tuesdays: 9:30am to 12:30pm 

Wednesdays: 9:30am to 3:30pm  
Thursdays: 9:30am to 12:30pm 

Contact info 
Church Office: c/o St Martin’s Church, Church Road, Chavey Down,  
SL5 8RR Phone: 01344 882933  
Website: www.winkfieldandcranbourne.org.uk  
email: admin@winkfieldandcranbourne.org.uk 
If you are arranging an event, please contact Alison Burt in the Church Office, so 
that it can be noted in the Church diary and mentioned on the website. Alison 
will endeavour to keep track of activities and timings etc. You may view event 
details on the website given above. 
Morning office (daily prayers) – Everyone is welcome to attend. 
Tuesdays: 9:15am, usually Mary Knight, will be at St Martin’s 
Fridays: 9:30am will be at St Peter’s – but check with the office! 

Events, Notices and Dates for your Diaries 
The deadline for articles etc. for the December/January Parish Mag is 10 
November 2016. Collation day is 2 December. 
Who’s Who pages in the Winkfield Parish News 
The 3rd page of our magazine is the parish Who’s Who. Please report any 
changes needed to this as soon as possible to: 
wparishmag@winkfieldandcranbourne.org.uk 
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St Martin’s, Fai hFinders 
This is a group for all 11+ year olds in the Winkfield & Cranbourne Benefice, 
and is now meeting at Tanglewood, Birch Lane, Off Long Hill Road, Chavey 
Down, Ascot, Berkshire, SL5 8RF.  
It will meet every month on the 3rd Sunday at 9:30am. If you have any 
questions, please contact Barbara Knight by telephone 01344 882270 or email 
her at barbara.knight6@gmail.com.  
If you would like to be part of the leader/helper team please contact Barbara 
Knight – details as stated above. 
Dates in 2016 
 16 October  
 20 November 
 18 December

Dates in 2017 
 15 January  
 19 February  
 19 March 

Dates in 2017 cont. 
 16 April  
 21 May  
 18 June  
 16 July 

 
Exodus Youth 

Group 
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Spotlights, Christmas Crackers and the Green Goddess 

Following the Spotlights Musical Theatre Group's (SMTG) very successful last 
concert "From Footlights to Spotlights" its members have now turned their 
attention to their Christmas show "Christmas Crackers", an evening of festive 
fayre that's both drinkable – mulled wine and mince pies – and musical. Musical 
because Christmas Crackers will contain something old and something new as 
far as seasonal music is concerned but new, also, in a few other respects as well.  
"Our music director, Serena Kay, is taking a well -earned rest from the group for 
the Christmas season so that she can concentrate on her teaching 
commitments till the end of the Christmas term", says John Woodward- 
Roberts, the SMTG’s Chairman, "and we look forward to her returning to us in 
January next year. In the meantime her shoes will be filled by Paul Jackson, a 
local choirmaster, who knows us well and who performed with us last Christmas 
and in the concert just gone. He brings a wealth of new musical carols and 
seasonal songs", says John, "which it will be a pleasure to perform".  
But more than that what's also new is that earlier this year Miss Diana Moran, 
the fitness guru, aka 'The Green Goddess', graciously accepted the group’s 
request that she become their honorary President. "Four of us met her by 
chance at a social occasion two years ago", says John, "and the seed was sown 
in our minds that she would be perfect for us. We are delighted that she has 
accepted the post and we look forward to welcoming her to "Christmas 
Crackers".  
As ever, and proudly so, the SMTG will be fund raising through their Christmas 
concert for "Stepping Stones", a charity for children with Downs Syndrome 
based in Bracknell.  
"Christmas Crackers" will be performed at the Ascot Life Centre, New Road, 
North Ascot on Thursday 8th and Friday 9th December at 7:30pm and on 
Saturday 10th December at 2:30pm. 
Tickets are £10 each (mince pies and mulled wine included) and are now 
available from the box office on 01344 985346 or you can book online at 
www.ticketsource.co.uk/spotlightsmusicaltheatregroup  
Please contact Anne Whittington on 01344 883758. 
Flowers for Fun 

Alison Phillips, one of our arrangers at St Martins, would like to stage a Flower 
Hands-on Workshop for church flowers .Alison would like to involve younger 
people as well as anyone who wants to try their hand at flower arranging. 
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Alison is an excellent demonstrator and is Chairman of the Bracknell Flower 
Club; they were awarded medals at Chelsea over the last two years 
Anyone interested please contact Alison on 882733: if there is enough interest. 
a workshop can be organised. 
Warwick Dual Motor Riser Recliner Chair for sale 
A Warwick Riser Recliner mobility chair is still available as surplus to 
requirements. Please refer to the description on page 6 of the September 2016 
Parish Mag, which can also be accessed on 
http://xdotd.com/parishmag. 

News from around the parish 
Chavey Down Women’s Institute 
Our monthly meeting this month takes the form of a craft meeting. 
This year we are having Emma Potter on crochet so if you want to learn to 
crochet now is your chance. The meeting is on Monday 21 November at 
7:30pm in St Martin’s church hall. 
A very warm welcome awaits you. 
Janey Bethune-Williams 01344 883854 

Charity sponsor requests 
This is a new section; we will accept requests at our discretion. Eds. 
Jill Glennerster  
I am cycling in "Ride the Night" - a women-only night ride from Windsor race 
course to London and back in aid of women v cancer. Please sponsor me on 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Glennerster-Jill 

St Mary’s Music and Merriment Concert  
7:30pm on 3 December 2016 

It must be about the 25th Anniversary of the annual Christmas Concert at St 
Mary’s Church, and it is still going strong as a major fund raiser for our beloved 
church, thanks to the many people who have come, not only to support such a 
worthy cause, but also to have a rollicking good evening. It is not for nothing 
that we called the concert ‘Music and Merriment over the last few years.  
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In the 6 years that I have been running the show (helped by an effective and 
enthusiastic committee), we have focused on local talent in our immediate and 
neighbouring communities. So we have St Mary’s Handbell ringers, and we 
have choirs that this year for the first time come from the St Mary’s and St 
Peter’s singing communities, all directed by St Peter’s accomplished musical 
director, Carl Lister. We will have Y4 to Y7 children from our local schools; we 
train into a polished Junior Concert Choir, singing like angels.  
We have brilliant local readers who know how to bring a smile to your face.  
We also present very talented young musicians. This year we feature Helen, 
National Youth Orchestra bassoonist, who has played with us before, and 
harpist Laura, whose sister Alice will be helping us on the glockenspiel. 
And, of course, we give the floor to our enthusiastic audience, with some 
favourite Christmas carols. At the interval, the Women’s Guild provides mulled 
wine and mince pies that will tone the larynx and encourage vocal energy.  
All of this is supported by a small army of enthusiastic helpers – and the result is 
a community effort that surely deserves support by everybody who is prepared 
to have a happy evening of quality home-grown entertainment to help our 
church and all of its local community. 
Revd Huw Mordecai will be acting as Master of Ceremonies,  
The Junior Concert Choir is a particular feature – and it really 
does comprise local children who gain confidence and enjoyment in singing, 
thanks to the coaching that we give them. It is not too late for your child (or 
children) to join the choir if you can apply within the week of publication of the 
Parish Mag – the first rehearsal is on 6t November. One parent comes at half-
price with each child!! Contact me on aeh@xdotd.com, or by telephone: 
Anthony Hodson 01344 310665 
Music and Merriment tickets for 7:30pm 3 December 
Tickets are already available: £12 for adults, £6 for children over 13.  
Tickets can be obtained from Lesley Philpot, Margaret-Anne Hodson and 
Marian Stevens who also runs the Box Office telephone line 01344 882918. Or 
email Marian at Anthony.locksride@btinternet.com 
Do book soon. Tickets will also available be at the door. 
You will enjoy supporting our beautiful church. 
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Music and Merriment flier 
   



 - 9 -  

SERVICES ACROSS THE PARISH 
St Mary’s – November services 
Nov Day Time Service 

6 3rd Sunday before 
Advent  

9:30am There is no 9:30am or 11am 
service on 6 Nov. Please join 
the 10am Joint Patronal 
Service at St Martin's. 

11am 

13 Remembrance day 
8am Holy Communion (BCP) 
9:30am Messy Remembrance 
10:45am Remembrance (Civic) 

20 Christ the King 
9:30am Family Praise 
11am Holy Communion (BCP) 

27 1st Sunday of Advent 
8am Holy Communion (BCP) 
9:30am Family Praise 
11am Advent Carols 

St Martin’s, Chavey Down – November services 
Nov Day Time Service 

6 3rd Sunday before 
Advent 

9:30am 
No 9:30am service in church 
today. Please join the 10am 
Joint Patronal Service  

10am Joint Patronal Service at St 
Martins 

13 Remembrance Sunday 
Advent 

9:30am Remembrance 
20 Christ the King 9:30am

m 
Holy Communion (BCP) 

27 1st Sunday of Advent 9:30am 
Holy Communion –  
Advent Carols –  
Gift Service 

6 November St Martins Patronal joint service  
Refreshments are being provided by St Martins – please see clipboard at the 
back of the Church.  
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13 November Remembrance Sunday 
For the very first time in its history St Martins will be able to commemorate 
Remembrance Sunday at our very own War Memorials. It is an event that 
Chavey Down has wanted for some 100 years. 
St Peter’s, Cranbourne – November services 
Nov Day Time Service 

6 3rd Sunday before Advent 

8am Holy Communion (BCP) 

11am 
There is no 11am service on 6 
Nov . Please join the 10am 
Joint Patronal Service at St 
Martin's – see above 

13 Remembrance Sunday 10:45am Remembrance 

20 Christ the King 8am Holy Communion (BCP) 
11am Morning Prayer 

27 1st Sunday of Advent 11am 
Holy Communion – Advent 
Carols –  
Gift Service 

Winkfield Row Methodist Church – October 2016 
How to find the Winkfield Row Methodist Church: 
We are located in Winkfield Row opposite Lambrook  
School: Winkfield Row, Bracknell RG42 6NE.  
Telephone: 01344 411417 
Morning worship 10:30am (unless stated). All are welcome! 
6 November Mrs Christine Morgan 
13 November Remembrance Sunday – Mr Jonny Cunningham 
20 November Revd Jackie Case (Holy Communion)  
27 November Mrs Sylvia Boys 

Flowers & Cleaning Rotas 

St Mary’s – October 2016 
Dates Flowers 
4 and 11 November 
7th & 14th 

Penny Cardwell and Doreen Potter 
18 Nov Esther Bond and Doreen Potter 
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Dates Flowers 
25 Nov Esther Bond - Memorial Table only ADVENT 
St Martin’s – October 2016 
Dates Flowers Cleaning 
6 Nov Mrs Bunker/Mrs Smith Mrs Paramor 
13 Nov Mrs Fanning /Mrs Logan Mrs Jenkins 
20 Nov Mrs Fanning /Mrs Logan Mrs Jenkins 
27 Nov Mrs Atkinson Mrs Dickinson 
More flower arrangers needed for St Martins 
Two more flower arrangers needed: can you help, please? Ruth Timbrell 
Christmas Eve – Carols and Candlelight 
Christmas Eve Carols and Candlelight will take place on:  

 2pm – St Mary’s Church, Winkfield 
 3:30pm – St Mary’s Church, Winkfield 
 4pm – St Peter’s Church, Cranbourne 

The services held at all three churches will be ‘by ticket’ only. Tickets will be free 
of charge and will be available to order from the Church Office. Order forms will 
be available to download from the church website from the beginning of 
November. NB. Sorry, telephone or email bookings will not be accepted. 
Christmas Eve – Family Holy Communion  
This will take place at 6pm in St Martin's church, Church Road, Chavey Down, 
SL5 8RR. All are welcome to attend. 

What’s on in November 2016 
Regular events: 
Day Event 

Mondays not 
including Bank 
Holidays 

Ascot Bridge Club – Chavey Down, Ascot. For more 
information please call David Calcutt on 886412, or visit the 
web site www.ascotbridge.org.uk 
Pilates with Amanda Mann at St Martin’s Church from 
9:30-10:30am & 10:45-11:45am. Visit the website: 
www.amandamann.uk.com or email 
info@amandamann.uk.com or call Amanda on 07767 
816499 
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Day Event 
Ballet With Victoria Lyons at St Peters Hall. For more 
information call 638538. 
Ascot Yoga 7:45-9pm at Carnation hall. Visit 
www.ascotzumba.co.uk for more info or contact Flo Young 
on 07711077038 or email Flo@ascotzumba.co.uk 
Fun Adult Jive Classes at King Edwards Hall, SL5 8PD. 
Contact Debra on 07748 391776 or email  
john@jive-cats.co.uk 

2nd Monday of 
the month 

Whist Drive at 7:30pm in the White Hart, Church Road, SL4 
4SE 

Tuesdays Short Mat Bowls at Carnation Hall at 7pm. For more 
information please ring 882137 and 301158 

1st Tuesday of 
the month 

St Mary’s Women’s Guild meeting at 2:30pm, now always 
at St Mary’s church. 

Wednesdays 

EXTEND – fun, fitness & movement classes for the 
over-60s. 10:30-11:30am at St Martin’s Church Hall, 
SL5 8RR. Please contact Elizabeth Wright AISTID tel: 
883078 or email: lizziewright25@hotmail.com 
Zumba gold class at St Peter’s church hall 7-8pm 
Chavey Down Association Bingo Club at St Martin’s Hall 
(fortnightly) at 8pm: contact Monica or David on 884348. 
The NOMADS Table Tennis Club at Carnation Hall. For 
more information contact Mike on 773939. 
Pilates classes at Carnation Hall: contact Rebecca on 0774 
8603145, email: pilatesascot@btinternet.com or visit 
www.pilatesascot.co.uk. 

2nd Wednesday 
of the month 

Ascot Horticultural Society meets at 7:45pm in King 
Edward’s Hall, North Ascot (unless otherwise stated). All 
welcome. Admission: members £1.00 and visitors £2.50. 
Details on www.ascothorticulturalsociety.org.uk or call 
Peter Cleare on 01344 622086. 

Thursdays 

Indoor carpet bowling (no skill required) 2pm to 3:30pm at 
St Peter’s church 
The Carnation Badminton Club plays on Thursdays at 
Carnation Hall, 8-10pm. New members welcome. 
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Day Event 
Ballroom and Latin American dance classes, at the British 
Legion Hall in Hatchet Lane, Cranbourne: Pay as you go. To 
find out more, call 621353 or email 
dancejanet@hotmail.com 

Other events in November 
Day Nov Event Time/place 

Sat 5 

Baptism Preparation: 9:30am at St Mary’s Church – contact the 
church office for further details. 
Cats Protection Christmas 
Fair 

1pm to 4pm, Carnation Hall. 
See page 19 

Sun 6 
Patronal Service 10am St Martins 

Exodus Youth Group 6-7pm St Peter’s Church. See 
page 4 

Tues 8 Winkfield Standing 
Committee 8-9pm at the church office 

Wed 9 Cranbourne Standing 
Committee 8-9pm venue to be advised 

Sun 13 Remembrance Day  
Ciivic Service 10:45am St Mary’s 

Sun 20 Faithfinders Youth Group 9:30am at Tanglewood, Birch 
Lane. See page 4. 

Mon 21 Chavey Down WI 7:30pm St Martins church hall 
Wed 23 Cranbourne PCC Meeting 8m at St Peter’s Church 
Thur 24 Winkfield PCC Meeting 8pm at St Mary’s Church 

Wed 30 

Junior School Verification Surgery: 10am at the church office – 
by appointment only (telephone bookings will not be accepted) 
– please email admin@winkfieldandcranbourne.org.uk from 
Tuesday 1st November 2016 for an appointment. 
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More news from around the parish 
Friends of St Mary's Winkfield 
Bargain Hunt, look to your laurels!! 
The first Friends’ Auction of Promises and Wine and Cheese Party took place at 
the White Hart pub, on Sunday evening 16 October, and what a happy and 
generous part it was. After a welcome by Huw, and conviviality provided by 
landlord Phil and his wife Jean, the auction commenced under the effective but 
light-hearted gavel of auctioneer James Strugnell., 
Friends, colleagues and local businesses had been extremely generous and 
provided over forty Promises, which ranged from a Day at the Races to a 
professionally cooked Dinner for Four At Home – the latter being just one 
instance of imaginative selling of local time and talent. James saw to it that all 
Promises were sold. All proceeds will be for renovation projects at St Mary's. 
It was a thoroughly enjoyable evening and we will certainly do it again before 
very long. Those who stayed at home missed a fine occasion! 
If you are not already a Friend please do join us. Application forms are available 
in the Church. 
Lesley Philpot  
St Mary’s Bell ringers 
The bell ringers have been busy again this month. 
The tower hosted the monthly branch practice whereby ringers come from 
around East Berks and South Bucks for two hours of ringing. We choose the 
methods and the visitors join in and help us to improve. Hopefully our 
neighbours enjoyed the extra practice. 
The following day was the annual tower outing – this time around Newbury. 
Thanks to Janet for organising this event. Ringing, cake and lunch were enjoyed 
by all. 
Tony and Trevor gave a talk on bell ringing to the Women's Guild one 
afternoon, which was appreciated and enjoyed by all who attended (see full 
Women’s Guild Report on page 16). 
The hand bell ringers were delighted to be asked to ring at the harvest supper 
in Popels Hall. It was a lovely evening of food and fun – well worth putting in 
your diaries for next year! 
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We are now practicing hard for Bell Sunday on 23 October. This is a good 
opportunity to try your hand at both hand and tower bells – the tower will be 
open for people to climb up to see the bells as well. There may be cake..... 
The evening of Christmas music is an event we always enjoy so were delighted 
to be asked to ring our bells and be a part of the show. We have chosen a 
lovely piece which we hope you will enjoy. 
As always beginners would be warmly welcomed - Monday at 7:45pm for 
tower bells and Wednesday at 7:30pm for hand bells. 
Jill Glennerster 01344 884071 
St Mary's Junior Choir 
The choristers sang well at the Family Matins on 9 October. 
Several of the choristers will read at the Remembrance service on 13 
November. 
The RSCM Voice for Life course is progressing. 
The junior choir will sing at the Crib service on 11 December and will join with 
the adult choir on 18 December for the service of 9 Lessons and Carols. They 
will form part of the Concert Choir that will be working towards to Music and 
Merriment Christmas concert on 3 December. 
Lesley Philpot 
St Mary’s Women’s Guild 
September  
The Guild thanked Mrs Potter and the flower arrangers for the beautiful 
autumnal flower arrangements in the church for the Harvest festival services.  
The Revd Huw Mordecai led the Evensong service before the Harvest supper 
and many people enjoyed the Harvest supper, back in Popels Hall. 
Mrs de Verinne thanked Guild members for the flowers she received on her 90th 
birthday. 
Mrs Doughty and the Rev. Huw Mordecai updated members with the latest 
developments relating to Ascot Priory.  
Mrs Philpot advised members that the Church Recording project had begun, 
and anyone interested in joining the group was welcome to do so. The 
meetings are listed in the church diary.  
Future Speakers:- 

1 November  - Anthony Hodson 



 - 16 -  

Speakers today 
Tony Bish and Trevor Scott both Tower Bell Ringers gave a full and interesting 
talk about the history of Bells. They began by explaining that the bell is a simple 
percussion instrument, most of them made of cast metal in the shape of a 
hollow cup, whose sides form a resonator which vibrates in a single tone upon 
being struck. They vary in size from tiny decorative items to large cast bells up 
to 16ft tall weighing several tons. 
Historically bells were associated with religious rituals around the world and 
were introduced to European Christian services around 400 AD and spread to 
Great Britain by Monks and Friars. In the Western world the common form of 
church associated bells are usually found within a tower or ‘bell cote’. Such bells 
are fixed or mounted on a spindle enabling them to swing. By the 1300s, 
improvements were made by the introduction of half wheels to swing the bell 
higher, and this allowed the sound to travel further. 
Following the Reformation, many churches began to re-hang bells, often using 
the new technology, mounting them on whole wheels which gave greater 
control. With a further addition of the stay and slider this became known as ‘full 
circle ringing’, a technique peculiar to the British Isles and a few countries with 
historical connections to Great Britain. This ability to have greater control is what 
has led to the art of ‘British Ringing style’; and by the 1600s, orderly ringing, 
involving changing note patterns had taken place.  
The new approaches began to flourish in and around London, and in the late 
17th century an important milestone in the development of change ringing was 
the publication of Tintinnalogia by Richard Duckworh and Fabian Steadman; 
this laid down "Plain and Easier Rules for Ringing All Sorts of Plain Changes". 
Steadman followed this with an early guide "Campanalogia", with dozens of 
new methods, including Grandsire and his Steadman's principal, both of which 
are still rung today at St Mary's. 
World War 1 had a large effect on Church attendance and many ringers failed 
to return; and during the Second War all Church bells were silenced, to be rung 
only to warn of invasion. 
The 1950 s saw a rapid increase in the number of young ringers. The 
Millennium brought a renewed interest in Ringing when a project "Ring in 
2000" was introduced to attract 5,000 new ringers to learn in time for the 
Millennium. Approximately 95% of all the church bells in the UK were rung on 1 
January 2000. 
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In 2012 the Olympic Games torch procession took place over a journey of 8,000 
miles, and bells were rung along the route to celebrate the journey. At the 
opening ceremony, three minutes of ringing any and every type of bell 
captured the public's attention. Sir Bradley Wiggins tolled ‘The Great Olympic 
Bell’ cast at the Whitechapel Bell Foundry. This weighs 23 tons and is the largest 
harmonically tuned bell in the world. 
Bells have many other uses apart from Church Tower Bells. At St Mary's we 
have our set of Hand bells used mainly for playing tunes, but originally towers 
would have had a small set to practice changing ringing changes.  
At the end of this most fascinating talk Trevor asked for volunteers for ring 
changing with our hand bells. With an excellent teacher we weren't too bad! 
The Rev. Huw Mordecai closed with meeting with a prayer. 
Lesley Philpot, President 
St Mary’s choir 
This year we celebrated Harvest at St Mary’s on the first weekend of October. 
On Saturday 1st, a short Evensong in church with harvest hymns was followed 
by a superb harvest supper in Popel’s Hall. We are very grateful to Moira Gaw, 
who prepared much of the delicious meal, served with the help of many 
members of St Mary’s Guild. Our sincere thanks go to all those who 
contributed. After the meal, the Bell-ringers and others entertained us with 
hand-bells, saxophone solos, readings; and we concluded the evening with 
some rousing “community singing” – altogether a very jolly occasion. Thanks 
again to everyone who took part. 
A combined harvest service was held at 10am on Sunday 2 October for the 
usual 9:30 and 11am congregations. It was good to see many folk there, of all 
ages; and the service combined elements from the regular 9:30am and 11am 
services. The choir had only to raise their voices with the congregation to praise 
God for all his blessings to us, but we were also remembering those millions 
throughout the world who are suffering and in need. A big thank you to Huw 
for organising this service so thoughtfully. 
Looking ahead into November, we have Remembrance Sunday on the 13th 
and we will shortly be planning our programme for the seasons of Advent and 
Christmas. This is an excellent time of the year to come along and find out more 
about the choir and what we do. Take part! Abandon your TV screens for an 
evening and try a little choral singing! We are all born, for free, with a wonderful 
musical instrument our voices!  
Try it out with us: We are all amateurs and you will be very welcome.  
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As always, we meet each Thursday evening – Juniors: 7pm to 7:30pm;  
Seniors:– 7:30 to 8:30 pm 
Lastly, please do not forget your tickets for “Music & Merriment” on 3 
December at 7:30pm. Our Christmas concert has the usual mix of popular and 
familiar pieces with the sparkling addition of exciting, new items. It will be a 
splendid pre-Christmas evening of musical entertainment to put everyone in 
the mood for the festive season. Tickets are now available and full information 
can be found on pages 6, 7 and 8. 
Marian Stevens (01344 882918 or anthony.locksride@btinternet.com) 

Spotlights ad 
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 Cats Protection   
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Children’s Corner 
 
 
 
 
 
 
St MARTIN DE PORRES 
Martin was born in 1579 in Lima, Peru, 
the son of a former slave. He grew up 
in poverty and was taken in by a 
religious order as a servant boy. The 
monks looked down on Martin 
because he was mixed-race, but in 
time his behaviour led to the 
Dominican Order stopping their racial 
limits on admission and he was made 
a full brother. He worked tirelessly on 
behalf of the poor, starting an 
orphanage and a children's hospital.  
During his lifetime he was seen in 
other places. An African slave said that 
Martin came to comfort him and many 
others. When the same man later saw 
him in Peru, he was very happy to 
meet him again and asked Martin if he 
had had a good voyage; but Martin 
had never left Lima. 
In pictures, Martin de Porres is shown 
as a young man with a broom, since 
he thought all work sacred, no matter 
how lowly. He is also shown with a 
dog, cat and mouse, all eating in peace 
from the one dish.  
 

DOG, CAT & MOUSE 
St Martin de Porres is often shown 
with mice because, according to one 
story, the monastery had problems 
with rodents and decided to put traps 
out. Martin was so upset that he spoke 
to the mice and agreed that if they 
would leave the monastery, he would 
feed them at the back door of the 
kitchen. From that day forward, no 
mouse was seen in the monastery. 
Which of these animals do you think 
are actually mentioned by name in the 
Bible? 

1. Cat 
2. Horse 
3. Dog 
4. Mouse 
5. Lamb 
6. Frog 
7. Monkey 
8. Lion 
9. Donkey 
10. Ox 

Answers at the bottom of the page.
 

How does a group of dolphins make 
a decision? 
Flipper coin. 
How do sheep sign their letters? 
‘Ewes sincerely.’ 


Answer: all are in the Bible except numbers 1 and 7, the 
cat and the monkey. 
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