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A message from Huw 
Communication Problems 
It’s often said that we live in an age of instant communication. We get bombarded by emails, making it possible for some people to resolve work issues even when they are on holiday. Texts keep some of us up-to-date with our friends, while others chose to publicize their lives through Facebook. All of which has enormous benefits of course. Simple enquiries can be dealt with rapidly, such as where and when to meet, and even more complicated matters can be resolved. A month ago I had a problem with my computer, which got solved by a very helpful young chap – the last time I met him was 15 years ago, when he was aged 12 and I was reading his dormitory a bedtime story on a Christian camp. 
So far so good. And yet problems come in the wake of progress. Not only is there the issue that we may want a holiday without reminders from work, but technology can let us down. Recently I’ve been aware of all sorts of emails going astray and, as a result, I think I’ve told someone about something, but they’re still in the dark. In a situation like that, the other person could easily feel that I was deliberately keeping something from them, and misunderstandings could grow. And emails, and even more texts, are notoriously easy to misinterpret. Precisely because we fire them off so quickly we may appear to be curt and dismissive, when that is far from our intent. In fact, some organizations have now started advising their employees not to email each other for any matter more complicated than: “What is the date of the next meeting?” 
Meeting and talking face to face does avoid many problems. Tone of voice and body language help us to interpret the spoken word, and yet nothing is perfect. That piece of advice – was it meant to be helpful, or was it patronising? Maybe even critical? Is that person not talking to me because they’re busy and haven’t noticed me, or was it a deliberate snub? Even if we could be sure that everything we say really is crystal clear, what happens when the person listening is tired and gets hold of the wrong end of the stick? Or if I was tired, and not really that clear in the first place? 
The Church, like any other group, has to live with these realities. And yet we are called upon to love our neighbours, even when we feel they are being deliberately obtuse or obstructive. To love our enemies, and give them the benefit of the doubt. To treat each other gently and to take the time to discover what someone really meant, before jumping to conclusions. Far, far 
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easier said than done. And yet this is the work God calls us to – and God does understand us perfectly. A note from the Editors 
The impact of technology on society – what a topic! It is even older than the wheel – much older. And yet the pace of change in the era of mobile phones and the Internet is so great that people in our society can easily be overwhelmed into addiction and daunted confusion. And even without that level of issue, as Huw points out, it is easy to fall into traps, particularly with communications that can become so distorted as to undermine relationships. 
A recent issue of ‘Scientific American Mind’ comments on many aspects and issues of modern technology, particularly texting and social media. For example: “Apart from the addictive nature of our new digital way of connecting, it does not seem to satisfy our deep-seated need for true human contact. Instead what it seems to have spawned is the illusion of social connection via a medium that [puts people on high alert, hoping for] the novelty and pleasure of a text, instant message, tweet, or Facebook update.” 
It’s not all bad – we can now do all sorts of things that could never be done without the technology. And for many people, technology is a pathway away from loneliness and isolation, access to services, and an enhanced way of keeping up with old friends and family, particularly when they live far away. 
But we all need to be sensitive and helpful to the plight of people, including friends and family – who are affected by the downside of technology. And we need to be super-alert to the ingenious dangers created by those who use modern communications for their evil ends, or who spread trouble, not only through computer viruses, but also through social-media-conveyed memes (mental viruses) that spread dangerous but plausible messages. From the Parish Registers 
Notices for weddings, baptisms and funerals 
These will be provided in the November magazine. Special notices 
In memoriam: Mr Derek Sarney 1933-2016 
The funeral service for the late Mr Derek Sarney took place at Easthampstead Crematorium on September 2nd 2016. 
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Derek was born in Church Road Chavey Down in 1933; he attended Winkfield School and won a scholarship to Ranelagh Grammar School 
He was a choir boy at St Martin’s and a member of the Chavey Down Gymnastic Club. He joined the RAF for his National service 
He later worked for British Rail in London and travelled all over the world He worked in Oxford until his retirement, and moved to Sunninghill in 1963. Bits and Pieces 
Office opening hours (Friday closed): 
Mondays: 9:30am to 12:30pm Tuesdays: 9:30am to 12:30pm Wednesdays: 9:30am to 3:30pm  Thursdays: 9:30am to 12:30pm 
Contact info 
Church Office: c/o St Martin’s Church, Church Road, Chavey Down,  SL5 8RR Phone: 01344 882933  Website: www.winkfieldandcranbourne.org.uk  email: admin@winkfieldandcranbourne.org.uk If you are arranging an event, please contact Alison Burt in the Church Office, so that it can be noted in the Church diary and mentioned on the website. Alison will endeavour to keep track of activities and timings etc. You may view event details on the website given above. 
Morning office (daily prayers) – Everyone is welcome to attend. Tuesdays: 9:15am, usually Mary Knight, will be at St Martin’s Fridays: 9:30am will be at St Peter’s – but check with the office! Events, Notices and Dates for your Diaries 
The deadline for articles etc. for the November Parish Mag is 10th October 2016. Collation day is 28th October. Who’s Who pages in the Winkfield Parish News 
The 3rd page of our magazine is the parish Who’s Who. Please report any changes needed to this as soon as possible to: wparishmag@winkfieldandcranbourne.org.uk Harvest Brunch St Martins 2nd October 
Help is required, please, to set up Saturday early evening for the brunch on 1st October, Contact Ruth Timbrell 882068. If you intend coming to the brunch 
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please do sign the clipboard at the back of the Church so that the caterer can shop accordingly. Friends of St Mary's Church 16th October 
A Wine and Cheese evening with Auction of Promises will take place on Sunday 16th October in the White Hart.  All proceeds will be for renovation projects at St Mary's. 
Our aim is to ensure this magnificent building remains in the best condition possible – so please support us.  Details of the Wine and Cheese evening are available on page 8 of this magazine. 
If you are not already a Friend please do join us.  Application forms are available in the Church. 
Lesley Philpot Bracknell Forest Society events 
Come along and celebrate our friendly communities! 
Bracknell Forest WOW! Week of Walks 3rd to 9th October 
14 have been organised. And on the last day are the Gatherings: 
Neighbourhood Day Gatherings Sunday 9th October all at 3pm 
16 have been organised. They are all at 3pm. 
Do pick up a sticker and download a certificate. For more details, visit www.thebracknellforestsociety.org.uk/WOW.html Binfield, Warfield & Winkfield Arts Week 

It's the 12th year for our popular local Arts Week; a week of FREE arts events for all the family organised by the three local Parishes of Binfield, Warfield and Winkfield to encourage participation in and appreciation of all aspects of arts in our local area. 
There are over 40 events including arts & crafts workshops for children and adults; music performances; talks; theatre and the successful three-day Arts and Crafts Exhibition at Brownlow Hall   It's your opportunity to sample some of the vast range of arts & crafts activities that occur locally and are available year round. Maybe you will be inspired to take up something new or rekindle an interest in activities you enjoyed previously. 
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All events are provided FREE access to locals. There are some small charges for materials at some of the Adult Craft Workshops reflecting the costs of craft materials you will be taking home with you. Check events before booking. 
BOOKING TICKETS (from 9th October 2016) 
All tickets are FREE to locals. Tickets are available on-line from 5pm Sunday 9th October and by telephone starting the next morning, Monday 10th October during normal office hours  9am-4pm. Phone 01344 885110.You cannot obtain tickets from the artists or at the venues. Local Residents are given priority; you will need to give your full contact details when you book. 
The following take place at St Peters Cranbourne. 
Sun 23rd Young musicians  5:30 – 7pm 
Mon 24th Serenata Quartet perform 7:30 – 9 pm. 
Tue 25th TRASH percussion workshop and performance – for children 3–4pm 

TRASH percussion workshop and performance – for adults and children 7:30 – 9pm 
Wed 26th Play the alp horn, workshop – for children 3-4pm. 

Play the alp horn, workshop/performance for families  7:30– 8:30pm. 
Thur 27th The Exalti Trio perform.  7:30–9pm. 
Fri 28th Shakespeare's dreams and nightmare.  7.30 – 9.15pm. 
Sat 29th Jane Austin and the Brontës – daughters of the vicarage.  7:30 – 9pm. 
Sun 30th Eton College music students’ concert.  5:30 – 7:15pm. 
Full details of the week, including booking arrangements, can be found on the Arts-Week website: 
http://arts-week.org/ Warwick Dual Motor Riser Recliner Chair for sale 
A Warwick Riser Recliner mobility chair is still available as surplus to requirements. Please refer to the description on page 6 of the September 2016 Parish Mag, which can also be accessed on 
http://xdotd.com/parishmag. 
Please contact Anne Whittington on 01344 883758. 
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Recording St Mary’s 
Huw your Interim Minister and Lesley your Churchwarden have agreed that the Windlebrook DFAS Church Recording Group will record our extraordinary and historic church and some of its unique features.  We will be meeting two or three times a month in the church. 
We will record the memorials, both on the walls and on the floor, including the 17th century beefeater, the builder of the dome of St Paul’s and the early victim of the Indian Mutiny.  We will record the woodwork, including the unusual oak pillars and the lovely roof.  You have some beautiful windows, both old and more modern.  We will record the Royal Arms above the south door, the Benefice Board , the bells, which are so much part of Parish life, and the two tapestries that  we are planning to hang on the walls soon – and so much more. 
For each item we record, we will describe it in detail, and research it as much as we can.  For example we may be able to find out more information linking the subject of a memorial to the parish, or discover a bit more of the history of an object. 
If you would be interested in joining the recording group, or would like to find out more information, please contact Alison Day of NADFAS on alisongcday@ntlworld.com.  If you have memories, or information about items in the church, particularly little nuggets that might not otherwise be known, we would be very interested in this; please, in the first instance, pass them to Lesley Philpot. 
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Windlebrook DFAS are one of the Societies of NADFAS, the National Association of Decorative and Fine Arts Societies, one of whose projects is to record the contents of places of worship of all denominations and religions.  Since 1973 more than 1,700 places of worship have been recorded. 
 Music and merriment ad 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
  Glockenspiel player needed for the Christmas Concert! 
Instrument provided for confident keyboard player who would like to take part. Contact Anthony Hodson 310665 or aeh@xdotd.com 
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 Friends AoP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 News from around the parish 
Chavey Down Women’s Institute 
We have no report this month. 
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SERVICES ACROSS THE PARISH 
St Mary’s – October services 
Oct Day Time Service 

2 19th Sunday after Trinity 
9:30am No 9:30am service today 
10am Joint Harvest 
11am No 11am service today 
12:45, 1:30 & 2:30pm Holy Baptisms 

9 20th Sunday after Trinity 
8am Holy Communion (BCP) 
9:30am Messy Church 
11am Family Matins 

16 21st Sunday after Trinity 9:30am Family Praise 
11am Holy Communion (BCP) 

23 22nd Sunday after Trinity Bell Sunday 
8am Holy Communion (BCP) 
9:30am Family Praise 
11am Morning Prayer 

30 23rd Sunday after Trinity All Saints / All Souls 
8am Holy Communion (BCP) 
9:30am Family Praise 
11am Morning Prayer 

St Martin’s, Chavey Down – October services 
Oct Day Time Form of service 
2 19th Sunday after Trinity 8am Holy Communion (BCP) 

11am SPATS/All Age Family - Harvest 
9 20th Sunday after Trinity 11am Holy Communion 

12:45, 1:30 and 2:15pm Holy Baptism 
16 21st Sunday after Trinity 8am Holy Communion (BCP) 

11am Morning Prayer 
23 22nd Sunday after Trinity 9:30am Holy Communion 
30 23rd Sunday after Trinity All Saints / All Souls 9:30am Holy Communion 
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St Peter’s, Cranbourne – October services 
Oct Day Time Form of service 

2 19th Sunday after Trinity 8am Holy Communion (BCP) 
11am SPATS/All Age Family - Harvest 

9 20th Sunday after Trinity 11am Holy Communion 
12:45, 1:30 and  2:15pm Holy Baptism 

16 21st Sunday after Trinity 8am Holy Communion (BCP) 
11am Morning Prayer 

23 22nd Sunday after Trinity 11am Holy Communion 
30 23rd Sunday after Trinity All Saints/All Souls 11am Morning Prayer Remembrance 2016 
All Souls - Sunday 30th October 
By tradition this time of year is when the Church remembers loved ones who have died. As part of our main morning worship – each of our churches will incorporate a time of remembrance and will mention the names of those who have died. 
 St Martin's at 9:30am 
 St Mary's at 11am 
 St Peter's at 11am 

If you would like a loved one mentioned at any of the above mentioned services, please contact the Church office during office hours before 12:30pm on Wednesday 28th October, or complete an All Souls notelet in church before the start of your respective service. Remembrance Day - Sunday 13th November 
Our services on Remembrance Day will be as follows: 
 St Martin's at 9:30am 
 St Mary's (civic service) at 10:45am 
 St Peter's at 10:45am 
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Winkfield Row Methodist Church – October 2016 
How to find the Winkfield Row Methodist Church: We are located in Winkfield Row opposite Lambrook  School: Winkfield Row, Bracknell RG42 6NE.  Telephone: 01344 411417 
Morning worship 10:30am (unless stated). All are welcome! 
Oct 2nd   Mr Tony King Oct 9th    Revd Jackie Case (Holy Communion) Oct 16th   Mr David Morgan Oct 23rd    Mrs Irene Robinson Oct 30th  Revd John Amankwatia Flowers & Cleaning Rotas 
St Mary’s – October 2016 
Dates Flowers October 7th & 14th Esther Bond October 21st & 28th Jane Hodgson and Anna Clayton St Martin’s – October 2016 
Dates Flowers Cleaning Oct 2nd Mrs Zerilli/Mrs Randall Mrs Luff Oct 9th Mrs Zerilli/Mrs Randall Mrs Luff Oct 16th Mrs Timbrell/Mrs Phillips Mrs Crane Oct 23rd Mrs Timbrell/Mrs Phillips Mrs Crane Oct 30th Mrs Bunker/Mrs Smith Mrs Paramor More flower arrangers needed for St Martins 
Two more flower arrangers needed: can you help, please? Ruth Timbrell What’s on in October 2016 
Regular events: 
Day Event 
Mondays not including Bank 

Ascot Bridge Club – Chavey Down, Ascot. For more information please call David Calcutt on 886412, or visit the web site www.ascotbridge.org.uk 
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Day Event Holidays Pilates with Amanda Mann at St Martin’s Church from 9:30-10:30am & 10:45-11:45am. Visit the website: www.amandamann.uk.com or email info@amandamann.uk.com or call Amanda on 07767 816499 Ballet With Victoria Lyons at St Peters Hall. For more information call 638538. 
Ascot Yoga 7:45-9pm at Carnation hall. Visit www.ascotzumba.co.uk for more info or contact Flo Young on 07711077038 or email Flo@ascotzumba.co.uk 
Fun Adult Jive Classes at King Edwards Hall, SL5 8PD. Contact Debra on 07748 391776 or email  john@jive-cats.co.uk 2nd Monday of the month Whist Drive at 7:30pm in the White Hart, Church Road, SL4 4SE 

Tuesdays Short Mat Bowls at Carnation Hall at 7pm. For more information please ring 882137 and 301158 
1st Tuesday of the month St Mary’s Women’s Guild meeting at 2:30pm, now always at St Mary’s church. 

Wednesdays 

EXTEND – fun, fitness & movement classes for the over-60s. 10:30-11:30am at St Martin’s Church Hall, SL5 8RR. Please contact Elizabeth Wright AISTID tel: 883078 or email: lizziewright25@hotmail.com Zumba gold class at St Peter’s church hall 7-8pm 
Chavey Down Association Bingo Club at St Martin’s Hall (fortnightly) at 8pm: contact Monica or David on 884348. 
The NOMADS Table Tennis Club at Carnation Hall. For more information contact Mike on 773939. 
Pilates classes at Carnation Hall: contact Rebecca on 0774 8603145, email: pilatesascot@btinternet.com or visit www.pilatesascot.co.uk. 

2nd Wednesday of the month 
Ascot Horticultural Society meets at 7:45pm in King Edward’s Hall, North Ascot (unless otherwise stated). All welcome. Admission: members £1.00 and visitors £2.50. Details on www.ascothorticulturalsociety.org.uk or call Peter Cleare on 01344 622086. 
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Day Event 

Thursdays 

Indoor carpet bowling (no skill required) 2pm to 3:30pm at St Peter’s church 
The Carnation Badminton Club plays on Thursdays at Carnation Hall, 8-10pm. New members welcome. 
Ballroom and Latin American dance classes, at the British Legion Hall in Hatchet Lane, Cranbourne: Pay as you go. To find out more, call 621353 or e-mail dancejanet@hotmail.com Other events in October 

Day Oct Event Time/place 
Sat 1 Baptism Preparation 9:30am at St Mary’s Church 

St Mary’s Harvest Supper Popel’s Hall 
Sun 2 Harvest Brunch St Martin’s tba 
Mon-Sun 3-9 Bracknell Forest Week of Walks – see page 4 
Wed 5 Ranelagh School Verification Surgeries (footnote below1) 10am to 12 noon By appointment only 
Sat 8 Ranelagh School Verification Surgeries (footnote below) 10am to 12 noon By appointment only 
Sun 9 Bracknell Forest Neighbourhood Day Gatherings - see p4 
Wed 12 Ranelagh School Verification Surgeries (footnote below) 10.00am to 12 noon By appointment only 
Fri 14 Spotlights Jubilee Concert see page 4 Carnation Hall 7:30pm Box Office: 01344 205651 Sat 15 
Sun 16 Friends of St Marys Winkfield:  Cheese, Wine & Auction of Promises 

6pm at the White Hart FREE to Members, £12 others; See p 8 
Sun 23rd to Sun 30th Binfield, Warfield & Winkfield Arts Week – see page 5 
                                                 
1 Please email the church office to book an appointment space.  NB. Telephone 
bookings will not be accepted 
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Day Oct Event Time/place 
Sun 30 All Souls Sunday See page 10 
Remembrance Day is Sunday 13th November More news from around the parish 
St Mary’s Bell ringers 
The bells have continued to be rung throughout August despite holidays! 
We enjoyed our annual BBQ where the weather was kind to us, after a rainy start to the day. The food was excellent with contributions from everyone involved and was a lovely evening - thanks to Debby for hosting the event. 
The tower continues to have many visitors on a Monday evening, which allows us to improve our practice. There is a ringing outing coming up on 24th September which promises to be fun - it is always interesting to ring in different towers with different bells. 
The hand bells are busy practicing for several upcoming events, not least the Harvest Supper on 1st October, where we hope you will enjoy our repertoire as part of the evening’s entertainment. 
Bell Sunday is October 23rd this year where all are welcome to take a tour of the tower and try their hand at both tower and hand bells. The hand bells will be ringing a piece during the service and there may be cake!! 
Do mark this is in your diary and join us to celebrate the part of the bells in our lovely church. 
We are particularly looking forward to participating in the Music and Merriment concert on 3/12/16 – another date for your diaries! - and will be practicing hard to bring you something special! [We are very grateful as ever for the hand bell ringers’ participation in this popular event! Eds.] 
As always you are welcome to try the tower bells on any Monday at 7:45pm, or the hand bells on any Wednesday at 7:30pm. You will be given a warm welcome at either or both. 
Jill Glennerster 01344 884071 St Mary’s Women’s Guild 
Rev. Huw Mordecai read out tributes to Babs Winter and Joan Beck (whose ashes are to be buried at St Mary’s at 10am on Friday, 16th September). 
 



 - 15 -  

90th Birthday Party 
Mrs Whittington was delighted that so many people had attended the party at her house in August.  The important birthday for the 3 Guild ladies was celebrated in style with a wonderful afternoon tea. 
Harvest Supper and Harvest Festival 1 and 2 October. 
Members were reminded that Harvest this year would begin on Saturday 1 October with a short service in the church before moving to Popel's Hall for supper.  The Harvest service on 2 October would be a united 9:30am/11am service. 
Future Speakers:- 
 4th October 2017: Tony Bish 
 1st November: Anthony Hodson 

Speaker – Mrs E Mordecai 
Mrs Mordecai said that her association with the Sudan goes back some 60 years.  As a newly qualified young teacher she began her career at the Kendrick School in Reading, where her subjects were French and Religious Knowledge.  At the end of three years she thought it was time to move on and became interested in girls’ education overseas, and in 1953 obtained a Government job based in the Sudan. 
She was given a very warm welcome in Khartoum and learnt that Anglo-Egyptian Sudan was a very big country – over 1,000 miles long with mainly Muslim Arabs in the North (where there was a Girls’ Secondary School) and the South being the heart of Africa was Christian.  The Southern Tribes spoke in many different tongues but English was the medium adopted in the area.  This was to be the part where her teaching experience was to be used and she was sent to collect her camp kit – long dresses and boots to protect her against the mosquitoes. 
She had a 5-hour plane journey, followed by a two week voyage in a paddle steamer travelling with about 12-18 first-class passengers.  The boat travelled at about 5 miles per hour, initially through desert country before the terrain became greener with sightings of elephants and crocodiles.  The journey continued over poor roads – some 240 miles west to reach Maridi where she took up her post in the intermediate school for girls.  Over a period of 4/5 days a lorry had been collecting girls, who then were enrolled for 10 months of education.  They all felt very privileged to be given such a great opportunity to learn and were very enthusiastic about their studies. 
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Mrs Mordecai said that at the end of the academic year she was given home leave.  On her return 12-15 Europeans from the Public Works Department had been employed to build a dam over the small river, and this was how she met her husband, who was the Clerk of Works.  They were married the following year, although it was quite difficult to organize a Christian wedding in a Muslim country.  They honeymooned in Uganda; it was a relief on return to the UK to find that their marriage had been recorded at Somerset House. 
Mrs. Mordecai resumed her teaching in England but, by the time she reached retirement, her husband had died and her two children had grown up.  She switched her attention to women in the Church of England – could they be ordained? She did a year of theological training at Oxford and became a Deaconess initially and then a Deacon in the Diocese of Coventry.  (She was ordained in the same year as Huw.) While she was working in a parish in Worcestershire Civil War broke out in the Sudan.  She attended a Sudan Church Meeting in 1994 and met up with a former pupil from the Kendrick School who was teaching in the Unity High School in Khartoum.  Thus aged around 70 she decided to return to the Sudan in 1995 where she taught English for a year.  Her post was in a good secondary school and on Sunday evenings she attended the service in the Cathedral. 
To this day Mrs Mordecai keeps in touch with some of the girls she taught in the Sudan, Her interest in the country continues as she collects postcards which are sold and the funds raised, approximately £6- 8,000k per annum, provide a valuable source of income. 
It was a fascinating talk and Mrs Mordecai brought many photographs which were on display for members to see. 
The Revd Huw Mordecai closed the meeting with a prayer. 
Lesley Philpot, President Friends of St Martins 
The Friends of St Martins still need two more flower arrangers. Help will be given. We do not want to close the ranks and lose one of our excellent Church Cleaners.   Ruth Timbrell Secretary. St Mary’s choir 
After a summer break, the Senior and Junior Choirs will be meeting again: 
Junior Choir Thursdays 7pm to 7:30pm Senior Choir  Thursdays 7:30pm to 8:30pm Warm-up before Sunday service 10:15am 
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New singers will always be made very welcome, so, if you enjoy a bit of a sing, do consider coming along to join us. Enthusiasm is more important than superior musical skills If you cannot commit to coming every Sunday, we will be pleased to see you whenever you can be with us! Our next major festival is Harvest Festival Sunday on September 25th. 
Marian Stevens - 01344 882918 or anthony.locksride@btinternet.com St Mary's Junior Choir 
The choristers returned to rehearsals on 8th September, and sang at the 11am Family Matins service on 11th September. 
It is 18 months since the junior choir was formed and the members have performed at the Family Matins services plus several special services. To develop this choir further we have embarked on the RSCM Voice for Life course, and all choristers have been given the first module book.  This course provides training in five core areas: 
 Using the voice well, 
 Musical skills and understanding, 
 Repertoire, 
 Belonging to the choir and # 
 Choir in context. 

The knowledge and expertise gained during this course will enable the choristers to participate more easily in other services. 
The choristers will also sing at the family Matins service on 9th October. 
Lesley Philpot Thoughts of all sorts 
G is for Gabriel 
Everyone loves angels, and arguably the best loved is Gabriel. Gabriel is an ecumenical character, being a ‘chief angel’, in Jewish, Christian and Muslim angelology. He turns up in Daniel ch 8 v16: who sees before him [someone with] the appearance of a man, and reports: ‘and I heard a man’s voice between the banks of U’Lai, which called and said, Gabriel, make this man to understand the vision.’ 
In the Talmud, Gabriel appears as the destroyer of the hosts of Sennacherib, is the man who showed the Joseph the way, and was one of the angels who buried Moses. He is apparently the only angel who can speak both Cyrillic and 
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Chaldee, though why the other angels should have a linguistic difficulty we are not told. We are more familiar with Gabriel in his New Testament role, for it is Gabriel who tells Zacharias of the impending birth of John the Baptist (Luke ch1 v13), and, of course, it is Gabriel who salutes the Virgin Mary with the news that she is to bear The Christ (Luke ch1 v26). 
Not content with doing his stuff in Jewish and Christian history, Gabriel contributes handsomely to Muslim beliefs. According to the Quran, it was Gabriel who took Muhammad to heaven on Al Borak and revealed to him his ‘prophetic love’. Muslims call him the ‘chief of the four favoured angels, and the spirit of truth’. 
So what are angels? In Christianity and Islam, angels are superhuman beings who are the special servants and messengers of God. The word comes from the Greek word angelos ( , meaning messenger. In the folk lore of Jew and Arab, they often appear as horsemen riding through the air. In Christian folklore, angels are represented as young and beautiful beings, often strumming harps or blowing trumpets, and invariably provided with wings. In the early middle Ages, Christian Europe believed that there were three orders of angels (i) seraphim and cherubim2,  (ii) ‘virtues and powers’ (iii)  angels and archangels. The senior group of all the angels was the archangels, and the chief of the archangels was Gabriel. So it is that when God sends out a truly earth-shaking message, it is Gabriel, whose name means ‘Man of God’, who is sent to carry the message. 
The senior position held by Gabriel in Christian folk-lore continued into the 17th century.  In John Milton’s ‘Paradise Lost’, 1549, it is Gabriel who, having remained faithful to God after the revolt of the former angel Satan, became chief of the surviving angels and was placed in charge of the guards watching over Paradise. In pre-Reformation England, the Angelus of Ave Bell, was frequently referred to as the Gabriel bell, rung in remembrance of the archangel’s message to the Virgin Mary. The swinging sign outside the oldest continuous public house in the kingdom is a reminder to the citizens of Nottingham of that famous meeting: the Salutation 
Mendicant 
 
                                                  
2 I am reminded her of the mother who called her twin daughters Cherubim and 
Seraphim, because they ‘continually do cry’! 
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Friends of St Mary’s Winkfield Prize Quiz 
To be eligible, you or your family must be a member of the Friends of St Mary’s. You may become a Friend by application to Lesley Philpot, who will supply you with the necessary form to fill in; please return it with a cheque. 
The entry fee for this quiz is £2. Please return the entry form below, with the entry fee to Mrs Philpot. The first winning entry opened (at random) on the 22nd day of October (Hurry! Hurry!) wins £15; the second wins £10, and the third wins £5. The winners will be announced in the November issue. 
The Friends of St Mary’s Winkfield (Charity number 1162342) have been established to help preserve our heritage in our beautiful church. 
Cut out your entry here   ✂   ✂   ✂   ✂   ✂   ✂   ✂   ✂   ✂   ✂   ✂   ✂   ✂ Friends of St Mary’s Quiz Question: October 2016: 
A distinguished artisan is commemorated in the church, who had three sons, Thomas, William and John. What was his name and what did he do? 
My answer: 
 
My name: 
 
My telephone number or email address: 
 
I or my family are members of the Friends of St Mary’s Winkfield. ▢ (tick) 
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Children’s Corner 
 
 
 St FRANCIS 
4th October is the feast day of St Francis of Assisi. When Francis came to God people thought he had gone mad and even his own father disowned him. But Francis’ simple way of life soon attracted others. He and his companions went out to preach two by two. Unlike the preachers and priests that people were used to, they wore sackcloth and went barefoot. They were different in other ways too; they lived a very simple life and celebrated God’s creation. 
And to Francis all of God's creation was equally important. In one famous story a wolf had been eating people. The town wanted to kill the wolf but Francis talked the wolf into never killing again. And the townspeople made sure that the wolf always had plenty to eat. 
Even blindness did not discourage Francis’ spirit when he wrote his beautiful ‘Canticle of the Sun’ praising God through the miracle of His creation. Francis died aged only 45, worn out with years of poverty and wandering. 
 

SWIM, FISH, SWIM 
How do you make a paper fish swim? Cut a fish shape from a sheet of ordinary writing paper. Make it 10-12cm long, and decorate it making sure that the colours won’t run when the fish gets wet. In the centre of the fish’s body cut a small circle and then a very narrow slit from the tail to the circle. 
 
 
 
Now, keeping its surface dry, gently lay the fish on the surface of a bath or large bowl of water and carefully place a few drops of cooking oil into the central hole. The oil will expand through the slit and drive the fish through the water. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
What’s black and white and goes round and round? 
A zebra stuck in a revolving door. 
Why did the homeless turtle cross the road? 
To get to the Shell station. 
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