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A very happy Huw 
Dear Friends, 
As I write this I’m still getting used to the wonderful news that I will be the new Interim Minister for St Martin’s, St Mary’s and St Peter’s (strictly alphabetical order, so no one can complain). Although the wording “Interim Minister” sounds a bit odd, in practice I will be indistinguishable from any other vicar. Over the past few months I have come to love these churches and their people, and find it hard to believe I’ve been lucky enough to have been selected to work here. 
At my interview, the Bishop asked me what my priorities would be if I got the post, and I thought it might be useful if I shared these with you. They arise out of the conversations I have had with people, and may change over time, but this is what I think needs focussing on now. Worship: As Christians I believe that the worship of God needs to be at the heart of everything we do. Without being complacent, I think all three churches are strong here; our services are very different, but they all encourage us to go deeper with God. In the midst of all the activity that lies ahead we must not forget the call to worship. Pastoral: A lot of excellent caring goes on already, but I think even more can be done. All of our churches have members who are getting older, and find it harder to get out, people who are ill for a while, or those who are struggling with something tough, like bereavement. Without wishing to shirk my responsibility, it would be great to have a team of people (properly trained and equipped) who were willing to share in the work of caring for those in need. Outreach: What can we do to look beyond our present activities, to reach out to new people? Well, all sorts of things, and I hope many more ideas will be bubbling up. But one area every church knows it is weak on, is any sort of activity for teenagers. St Martin’s has the exciting Faith Finders, for young people up to 13, but we need to go further. Again, I am hoping that group of volunteers can be formed and trained, so that we can care for students at Secondary School – and it would make sense to address this area as a combined Benefice, rather than as three separate churches. 
All sorts of things lie ahead – work, and change, and lots of fun! For now the words of the Psalm I read this morning are still ringing in my head: 
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O give thanks unto the Lord, for he is good: for his mercy endureth for ever. (Ps 107.1) Let’s go forward together! 
God Bless, Huw A note from the Editors 
It is our privilege as editors to lead the way in this magazine in welcoming Huw to his post as Interim Minister. We are delighted that the decision has been made to appoint him to this post, and we will do all that we can to support him with the great responsibilities that he has taken on. 
Huw has outlined his priorities, and they contain ideas that we all need to take to heart. It is now up to all of us, as members of the Joint Benefice, not just of the individual congregational groups, to see that his ideas take root and blossom!  
Another important church announcement is the appointment of The Rt Revd Dr Steven Croft as the new Bishop of Oxford, after a vacancy of 18 months. Bishop Steven has “a passion for mission and evangelism and for finding creative ways of sharing the Gospel. He is the co-author of the Emmaus and Pilgrim courses, both of which are resources to help people engage with the Christian faith.” (from http://www.oxford.anglican.org press release). 
Bishop Steven expects to take up office in the early autumn. From the Parish Registers 
Baptisms 
Welcome to the following children, baptised into God’s church recently: 
13th March 2016 Matilda Birchmore   Millicent Huntley   Mila Simmen 
3rd April 2016  Isla Ayres Funerals 
A Funeral Service for the late Mrs Rhona Ratcliffe was held at St Mary’s church, on 7th March 2016 
A Funeral Service for the late Mr Brian Cooley was held at St Mary’s church, on 16th March 2016 

Requiescant in pace 
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Bits and Pieces 
Office opening hours (Friday closed):  
Mondays: 9:30am to 12:30pm Tuesdays: 9:30am to 12:30pm Wednesdays: 9:30am to 3:30pm  Thursdays: 9:30am to 12:30pm 
Contact info 
Church Office: c/o St Martin’s Church, Church Road, Chavey Down,  SL5 8RR Phone: 01344 882933  Website: www.winkfieldandcranbourne.org.uk  email: admin@winkfieldandcranbourne.org.uk If you are arranging an event, please contact Alison Burt in the Church Office, so that it can be noted in the Church diary and mentioned on the website. Alison will endeavour to keep track of activities and timings etc. You may view event details on the website given above. 
Morning office (daily prayers) – Everyone is welcome to attend. Tuesdays: 9:15am, usually Mary Knight, will be at St Martin’s Fridays: 9:30am will be at St Peter’s – but check with the office! Who’s Who pages in the Winkfield Parish News 
The 3rd page of our magazine is the parish Who’s Who. Please report any changes needed to this as soon as possible to: wparishmag@winkfieldandcranbourne.org.uk Thanks 
Elizabeth Mordecai says ‘Many thanks for your help!’  
Recently an appeal was published in the magazine for old postcards. Well, they have been flooding in and I am extremely grateful for everyone who has contributed. 
My link with Sudan goes back many years; as a young teacher I went out in July 1953 (just after watching the Queen's coronation on one of the earliest TV sets). Wonderfully, after my retirement, I was able to return in 1995 and have been back several times since to help at Khartoum Cathedral. 
I have great admiration for the faith of our Christian brothers and sisters in North and South Sudan who have suffered great hardships, and a civil war which divided the country in two. For further information you can look up www.sudan.anglican.org. In our small way we can help through the resale of 



 - 4 -  

used postcards. This continues to realise c. £10,000 a year, despite the fact that none of us sends as many postcards as formerly. 
Any cards you bring in will be stored in my garage until the annual collection, usually in early September. But remember the usual warning: NEVER TAKE THE STAMP OFF A CARD. All postcards are welcome; they don’t have to commemorate special events as somebody, somewhere, wants them all. 
With appreciation of the help which you will bring to our Christian family in Christian family in the Episcopal Church of Sudan and South Sudan. 
Revd Elisabeth Mordecai Events, Notices and Dates for your Diaries 
The deadline for articles etc. for the June Parish Mag is 10th May 2016.  Winkfield Row May Day Fair, Carnation Hall 2/5/16 
Please support the Winkfield Row May Day Fair, which takes place from 12noon to 4pm at Carnation Hall on Bank Holiday Monday, 2nd May. Surplus proceeds will be donated to building the new Alexander Devine Children’s Hospice in Maidenhead (see www.alexanderdevine.org/inspiration.html). 
If you can help on the day for half an hour, please offer your support. to Angela or Janey on 01344 883854 or email: angelamichie@btinternet.com June 1st 2016 – Huw Mordecai licensing by the Bishop 
Huw will be Licensed by the Bishop of Reading at a special service in the Benefice on Wednesday June 1st at 7.30. All are welcome; more details to come. Chavey Down Association Outing. 
Are you an active, or not so active 60 years plus, that would like to go on a day out with NO parking charges? This year our outing is to Bournemouth, on June 30th, leaving Scotts Mews Priory Road at 9am, arriving in Bournemouth for lunch time. The day is yours to do as you please; on the way home we stop at a pub for refreshments and catch up on the day, arriving back at Scotts Mews at around 8pm. 
Fares are: C D A Members Free  Bingo Members £8.00  Others £15.00 
If you would like to join us, please book your seats by phoning Tina on 883815. 



 - 5 -  

‘Allo ‘Allo – performances on June 2nd, 3rd, 4th 2016 
The Cranbourne Amateur Dramatic Society will perform a stage version of “ 'Allo, 'Allo” by Jeremy Lloyd and David Croft, directed by Maggie Ashley of the Windsor Theatre Guild and the Datchet Players. It will take place at 7:45pm at St Peter’s Church Hall. See the CADS website: http://www.cadsact.org.uk/.  Chavey Down Women’s Institute 
As always we will be having a plant, produce and cake stall at the Winkfield May Day Fair at Carnation Hall. Please do come along and support us. 
Our monthly meeting will take place on Monday 16th in St Martins Church Hall at 7:45pm. This is our ‘resolutions meeting’ at which the resolutions being put forward this year will be discussed; afterwards a flower demonstration will be given by Mr Morgan. 
New members are always most welcome to come along and join us. 
Janey Bethune-Williams 883854 
 
          Good Neighbours Scheme 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          TRAIDCRAFT Stall 
  TRAIDCRAFT Stall 

The TRAIDCRAFT stall will be at St Martin’s on the 2nd Sunday of each month and at St Mary’s on the 3rd Sunday every two months and St Peter’s on the 4th Sunday every two months, starting this May. 
There is a catalogue at the back of each church with my details on the back if you need to contact me. 
This stall will run like this for the rest of this year. Please support it, to keep it going in future years. 
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Spotlights – Pirates of Penzance 
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The Queen’s 90th Birthday celebrations 
A number of activities are taking place across the parishes to celebrate Her Majesty’s 90th Birthday. We congratulate the Queen on having reached this notable milestone in life.  
We all enjoyed the wonderful press and media coverage of her actual birthday on 21st April, and enjoyed so many pictures and movies of her and the Royal Family. We assure her of our love and devotion as Her Majesty  goes into her 10th decade. Long may she reign!! 
On Sunday 12th June, the will be a special Evensong at St Mary’s, to celebrate the event, with special items for both Junior and Senior Choirs, under the direction of Chris Cromar. 
On Saturday 11th June 2016, St Martin’s proposes a tea party. Any help that the congregation or anyone else can give please Mary Knight or Barbara Knight know. 
At St Peters, there will be a flower festival, starting on Friday 10th June with an Opening Ceremony and continuing until 3:30pm on Sunday 12th June. News from around the Parish 
St Mary’s Bell ringers 
We are lucky to have regular visiting local ringers to the tower who contribute massively to our Monday practice night as well as occasional visitors from other areas - so do come along and have a go, there are plenty of helpers to assist and it is always friendly and sociable! Every Monday from 7:30-9:15pm. As we do not ring in Holy Week, we went to the bowling alley and had a great night out with family and friends as well as ringers. Thanks to Tony for organising this. 
On Easter Sunday the hand bell ringers were invited to ring "The Easter Story" at the 9:30am service. This is a piece we have done before, but many years ago and involves both ringing and speaking parts. Many thanks to Maria, who read beautifully for us. We hope you enjoyed it as much as we did. As always we are practicing hard for the next performance and would welcome new ringers so do please come along and give it a go - every Wednesday from 7-9pm. 
Jill Glennerster 01344-884071  
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SERVICES ACROSS THE PARISH 
There will be a special service on June 1st at which Huw will be Licensed as Interim Minister by the Bishop of Reading. Venue and details to be advised. St Mary’s – May services May Day Time Service 

1 6th Sunday of Easter 
9:30am Family Praise & Baptism 
11am Holy Communion (BCP) 
1:30pm Holy Matrimony 

5 Ascension  11am Holy Communion (BCP) 
8 6th Sunday of Easter 

8am Holy Communion (BCP) 
9:30am Messy Church 
11am Family Matins 

15 Pentecost (Whitsunday) 
9:30am Family Praise  
11am Holy Communion (BCP) 
12:45pm Holy Baptism 
13:30pm Holy Baptism 

22 Trinity Sunday 
8am Holy Communion (BCP) 
9:30am Family Praise 
11am Family Matins 

29 1st after Trinity 
8am Holy Communion (BCP) 
9:30am Family Praise 
11am Morning Prayer 

St Martin’s, Chavey Down – May services May Day Time Form of service 1 6th Sunday of Easter 9:30am Family/All Age 
8 7th Sunday of Easter 9:30am Holy Communion 
15 Pentecost (Whitsunday) 9:30am Morning Prayer 
22 Trinity Sunday 9:30am Holy Communion 
29 1st Sunday after Trinity 9:30am Morning Prayer 
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St Peter’s, Cranbourne – May services May Day Time Form of service 
1 6th Sunday of Easter 8am Holy Communion (BCP) 

11am SPAS/All Age Family 
5 Ascension 7:30pm Holy Communion 

8 7th Sunday of Easter 
11am Holy Communion 
12:45pm Holy Baptism 
1:30pm Holy Baptism 
2:15pm Holy Baptism 

15 Pentecost Whitsunday) 8am Holy Communion (BCP) 
11am Morning Prayer 

29 1st Sunday after Trinity 11am Morning Prayer 
Winkfield Row Methodist Church - May 
How to find the Winkfield Row Methodist Church: We are located in Winkfield Row opposite Lambrook  School: Winkfield Row, Bracknell RG42 6NE.  Telephone: 01344 411417 
Morning worship 10:30am (unless stated). All are welcome! May services: 
1st May Revd Jackie Case:Holy Communion 
8th May  Mrs M. Garton 
15th May  Mr P. Whalley 
22nd May  Mrs S. Boys 
29th May Mr J. Cunningham Flowers & Cleaning Rotas 
St Mary’s – May 2016 
Dates  Flowers May 6th and 13th  Jane Hodgson and Anna Clayton  May 20th and 27th Penny Cardwell. Wedding 21st May 
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St Martin’s – May 2016 
Dates  Flowers Cleaning May 1st  Mrs Zerilli/Mrs Randall Mrs Luff May 8th  Mrs Timbrell/Mrs Phillips Mrs Crane May 15th  Mrs Timbrell/Mrs Phillips Mrs Crane May 22nd  Mrs Bunker/Mrs Smith Mrs Paramor May 29th Mrs Bunker/Mrs Smith Mrs Paramor More flower arrangers needed for St Martins 
Two more flower arrangers needed: can you help, please? Ruth Timbrell What’s on in May 2016 
Regular events: 
Day Event 

Mondays not including Bank Holidays 

Ascot Bridge Club – Chavey Down, Ascot. For more information please call David Calcutt on 886412, or visit the web site www.ascotbridge.org.uk 
Pilates with Amanda Mann at St Martin’s Church from 9:30-10:30am & 10:45-11:45am. Visit the website: www.amandamann.uk.com or email info@amandamann.uk.com or call Amanda on 07767 816499 Ballet With Victoria Lyons at St Peters Hall. For more information call 638538. 
Ascot Yoga 7:45-9pm at Carnation hall. Visit www.ascotzumba.co.uk for more info or contact Flo Young on 07711077038 email Flo@ascotzumba.co.uk 
Fun Adult Jive Classes at King Edwards Hall, SL5 8PD. Contact Debra on 07748 391776 or email  john@jive-cats.co.uk 

Tuesdays  Short Mat Bowls at Carnation Hall at 7pm. For more information please ring 882137 and 301158  
1st Tuesday of the month  St Mary’s Women’s Guild meeting at 2:30pm, now always at St Mary’s church. 
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Day Event 

Wednesdays 

EXTEND – fun, fitness & movement classes for the over-60s. 10:30-11:30am at St Martin’s Church Hall, SL5 8RR. Please contact Elizabeth Wright AISTID tel: 883078 or email: lizziewright25@hotmail.com Zumba gold class at St Peter’s church hall 7-8pm 
Chavey Down Association Bingo Club at St Martin’s Hall (fortnightly) at 8pm contact Monica or David on 884348. 
The NOMADS Table Tennis Club at Carnation Hall, For more information contact Mike on 773939. 
Pilates classes at Carnation Hall: Contact Rebecca on 0774 860 3145, email: pilatesascot@btinternet.com or visit www.pilatesascot.co.uk. 

2nd Wednesday of the month 
Ascot Horticultural Society meets at 7:45pm in King Edward’s Hall, North Ascot (unless otherwise stated). All welcome. Admission: members £1.00 and visitors £2.50. Details on www.ascothorticulturalsociety.org.uk or call Peter Cleare on 01344 622086. 

Thursdays 

Indoor carpet bowling (no skill required) 2pm to 3:30pm at St Peter’s church 
The Carnation Badminton Club plays on Thursdays at Carnation Hall, 8-10pm. New members welcome. 
Ballroom and Latin American dance classes, at the British Legion Hall in Hatchet Lane, Cranbourne: Pay as you go. To find out more, call 621353 or e-mail dancejanet@hotmail.com Other events  

May Day Event Time/place 
1 Sun Holy Matrimony – Gibbs & Davies 1:30pm St Mary’s Church 

2 Mon Winkfield Row Mayday Fair 12noon – 4pm, Carnation Hall, RG42 7PA 
21 Sat Holy Matrimony – Bailey & Harkins 2pm at St Mary’s, SL4 4SF 

5 May: World Ship Society – no meeting, as Carnation Hall is being used for Council elections 
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More news from around the Parish 
St Mary’s APCM 
The Editors attended this: here is their report (not the official minutes!). 
The Annual Parochial Church Meeting took place on Thursday 14th April; this is a meeting that is open to all on the Electoral Role, and has the purpose of receiving reports of church activities and management of its resources, and for appointing new officers and thanking retiring officers.  
Starting and ending with prayer, it was a good meeting, with a sense of wanting to see us progress smoothly into Huw Mordecai’s tenure as Interim Minister. During the meeting, Huw was asked to speak, and he said how pleased he was to have been elected into the role. He outlined his initial thoughts; these are summarised in Huw’s article on page 1 of the editorial pages. 
For Moira Gaw, the Lay Chair of the PCC, this was her last meeting in that position, and the meeting warmly thanked her for all that she had done in that role, starting with Revd Catherine Blundell as vicar, and moving on into the complications of the Vacancy. 
Roy Littlehales later paid tribute to the late Brian Cooley, who had held the Lay Chairs role (among many others in the [parish), and spoke warmly of his warmth, humour, passion for the wellbeing of the church, and for his common sense in dealing with so many issues, some complicated and difficult. 
The meeting thanked Barbara Knight for all her work as Church Warden of St Martin’s, and welcomed Nigel Atkinson and Emma Zerilli, who are taking over that role jointly. 
The Treasurer outlined the financial position of parish. In brief, there has been some drop in income from regular donors and plate collections, and costs have gone up, resulting in a deficit, particularly taking into account the ‘Parish Share’, a sum levied on the Parish to pay for the Vicar and other services provided through Deanery and Diocese, even when we were in a Vacancy. 
It is necessary for all of us to think of ways in which the deficit can be controlled and reduced. 
Noting that not all were able to access the Web to print out the Report of Activities that was electronically circulated, we hope that for future meetings at least some paper copies will be made available, by request, before the meeting, as in past years, as well as a few being available at the meeting itself. 
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St Mary’s Women’s Guild 
The Guild welcomed Margaret-Anne Hodson and Oriol Lady Bowden to the meeting in April. It was good to see Mrs Dorothy Robertson again. – David, her son, very kindly escorted her. 
The Guild thanked Mrs Potter for the Posy Making for Mothering Sunday and for organising the floral arrangements for Easter.  
The next part of the meeting was devoted to the AGM. Mrs Cullen and Mrs Whittington were re-elected as Vice Presidents, Mrs Philpot as President, Miss Jean Brown as Minute Secretary and Mrs Trainor as Treasurer.  
The speaker in April was the Rev. Huw Mordecai who explained the wonderful baptism, confirmation and Easter Vigil service at All Saints, Ascot Heath on Easter Sunday. Several candidates for confirmation were from this Benefice. 
The service began at 5:30am with the blessing of the fire, followed by the preparation and lighting of the Paschal Candle. As the candle was carried in procession into the dark church, all those in attendance were given individual candles which had received their light from the one Paschal Candle. When the Paschal Candle was placed in its candlestick the deacon then began the Easter Proclamation – also known as the Exsultet. At the end of the Exsultet the Bishop and whole congregation stood for the Acclamation of Easter. The organ fanfare began as the church lights and candles were lit, members of the congregation extinguished their candles, and bells were rung during the singing of the Gloria. 
After the reading and psalm, the Rector of Ascot Heath presented the candidates from his parish for both baptism and confirmation, followed by Huw who presented the candidates from our Benefice. The congregation prayed in silence for the candidates. 
After the baptism and confirmation of all candidates members of the congregation took their Easter Communion. 
It was a fascinating description of the service and Huw kindly took questions at the end of his talk. 
Lesley Philpot President St Mary’s Choir 
We celebrated a joyful, if slightly chilly, Easter Sunday morning with a choral Communion at St. Mary’s. The service included well-known Easter hymns and a special setting of the Easter Anthem, composed by our own Anthony Hodson. We also sang the moving anthem “Now the green blade riseth”, a 
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beautiful piece for Spring and Easter and a particular favourite of mine. The children’s choir made their own contribution with a charming introit. 
In contrast, our Good Friday service was one of quiet reflections, with familiar hymns and readings and a lovely version of “Pie Jesu” sung by Marilyn Rogers. Our thanks to Mary Knight for leading this service. 
Looking ahead, there will be a special service of Morning Prayer at 11am on 24th May, remembering the life and works of William Shakespeare, and marking the 400th anniversary of his death. I will report our musical involvement in this in next month’s magazine. Please make a note of 12th June, when there will be a festal Evensong at St Mary’s to mark the 90th birthday of her Majesty the Queen and special items for Junior and Senior Choirs to sing. Our former choir master Chris Cromar will be leading us - a good occasion to hear some splendid choral music! 
Senior choir practice continues each Thursday evening at 7:30pm at St. Mary’s Church and we warm up at 10:20am before the 11am Sunday service. Come and join us and let us make more music to the Glory of God. 
Marian Stevens (01344 882918) St Mary's Junior Choir 
Members of the junior choir and other youngsters took part in the readings for the recreation of William Shakespeare's Funeral service on April 24th. 
The choir is now rehearsing for Family Matins in May and for the special service of Evensong on 12th June in honour of Her Majesty the Queen's 90th birthday. They also join the adult choir for other 11am services. 
Rehearsals continue at 7pm. on Thursdays in St Mary's Church with Marilyn Rogers before the adult choir rehearsals at 7pm. 
Lesley Philpot  Friends of St Mary’s Winkfield Prize Quiz 
Next month, the Friends of St Mary’s Winkfield plan to start a Prize Quiz, as a venture to help St Mary’s Church and the financial situation that was outlined in our report on the Annual Parochial Church Meeting (page 15). 
The idea is that we will post a simple question each month. The answer to the question can be found by looking around in the church, or possibly in the churchyard. For example: 
What is the date of the beautiful tiling on the Chancel walls?  
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The question will not require esoteric knowledge, and youngsters may be able to find the answer (perhaps with a little adult help). The quiz will be open to Friends of St Mary’s Winkfield (including members of subscribing families); there will be a small entry fee, and there will (initially) be three prizes for the first correct answers from eligible entries.  Thoughts of all sorts 100th anniversary of Albert Einstein’s Theory of Relativity David Winter, Editor of Parish Pump, considers the work of a genius. 
One hundred years ago this month Albert Einstein, a German Jew already a distinguished theoretical physicist although still in his twenties, published his Theory of General Relativity. It set out how space and time are affected by energy, matter, gravity and momentum. 
It was the most significant development in science since Newton, and possibly of all time. It opened the way for quantum physics (the other great scientific advance of modern times). Einstein’s Theory has been put to the test, first in laboratories but subsequently in space travel, exploration of the cosmos and nuclear research. At every point his conclusions have been verified. Indeed, even this year one of his most extraordinary proposals, about happenings far beyond our solar system, was finally endorsed by faint radio signals from outer space. 
Einstein was in the USA when Hitler came to power, and as a Jew decided to make his home there. Proud of his Jewish heritage, he took up many causes, most notably to do with racial integration and world peace. Undoubtedly the greatest scientific genius of the twentieth century, he died in 1955. Science and Religion 
Those who argue that science makes religion untrue and irrelevant stand on very unfirm ground indeed! In the Anglican communion we may be worried about how to accommodate scientific facts into our religious understanding of the world (as we must); but we do not waste time pretending that science must shape our spiritual life. 
Archbishop Rowan Williams won a debate on this point not so long ago with Prof Richard Dawkins. I recently listened to a radio in which Prof Dawkins was arguing that, because a high proportion of Christians come from Christian families, their faith cannot be based on a universal truth. This is like saying that because most elephants come from elephant families, the life-skills they learn from their families is irrelevant falsity!  
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As humanity comes to understand science better (and there is so much that is still unknown), its subtlety and its paradoxes give further evidence of the divine Hand that created our universe.  
Anthony Hodson E is for Epiphany 
The word ‘Epiphany’ is derived from ‘epiphaneia’ ( ), the Greek word for ‘appearance’; and in the Christian Calendar, Epiphany commemorates the presentation of Christ to the Gentiles in the persons of the Magi. These are, of course, the ‘wise men of the East’ (Matthew 2:1), who, because they brought three gifts, are traditionally referred to as being three in number; and, for some non-biblical reason, they have been elevated to the rank of ‘king’.  
A ‘magus’ (Latin for magician) was a member of a Persian priestly sect; and tradition has not only decided that the Magi were three in number and that they were kings, but has also given them names: Melchior (‘king of light’) who brought gold as an symbol of royalty, Caspar (‘the white one’) who brought frankincense as a token of divinity, and Balthazar (‘the lord of treasures’) who brought myrrh in prophetic allusion to the persecution unto death that awaited the ‘Man of Sorrows’.  
German medieval legend calls the wise men ‘the three kings of Cologne’; and the cathedral there once claimed to have their relics. In other European legends there is sometimes a fourth wise man (St Claus in Holland, and St Nicholas in Russia), who apparently dallied on the way to Bethlehem, missed the infant Christ, and was doomed to wander the earth searching for him for all time. Needing to ensure that he does not make the same mistake twice, the saint leaves a gift for every infant, just in case it is The Christ. In some Eastern European cultures, this kindly saint was very unkindly indeed, as he did not carry a gift for each new-born child, but demanded one as a ransom for the life of the child. 
Here in Britain, our ancestors grafted the Christian festival of Christmas onto the pagan festival of ‘Saturnalia’. In the pagan days, there were twelve days of midwinter merry-making, culminating in the appointing of the ‘bean-king’. This was the original ‘Twelfth Night’. In the old calendar, the Julian Calendar, the 12th day of Christmas was Christmas Day itself, and the bean-king became Father Christmas, bringer of good things. 
Meanwhile, across the Atlantic, in the New World, the immigrant Dutch had kept up their tradition of St Claus (Santa Claus) as the kindly saint who distributed gifts to children, and this became part of the American Christmas. 
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In the 1930s the Christmas advertisement for Coca Cola used a picture of a white-bearded old man in a fur-lined brown suit (it became red at a later date) who immediately became the eternal model for ‘Father Christmas’; and, with the enterprise one might associate with Americans, the Anglo-Saxon bringer of ‘jollity’, Father Christmas and the fourth wise man, Santa Claus, became merged into one being. 
When, in 1752, the British adopted the Gregorian Calendar, Christmas Day became the first day of Christmas, and Epiphany became Twelfth Night. Over the 2000 years since the nativity, the Magi have travelled a fair distance, through many customs, but Epiphany nonetheless still represents the manifestation of Christ to the Gentiles, and the beginning of His earthly ministry. 
Mendicant On dealing with summer fetes 
The Rectory, St James the Least of All 
My dear Nephew Darren, 
So you are beginning to plan your first Summer Fete in your new parish. That you appear to be looking forward to it shows how little you know about them.  
Parishes hold Summer Fetes so that their clergy can preach more meaningfully on purgatory. Their ostensible purpose is to raise money for the church - which is wholly illogical. The parish could double the money raised if the Fete were dropped, with none of the endless preparations made, if everyone spent a pleasant afternoon in their own gardens and each person simply donated £20 to the church instead. But we still feel obliged to go to endless trouble, making ourselves miserable so we can show each other what a good time we are having. That it generally pours seems to make the entire event even more grimly satisfying. 
No, the real reasons for a Summer Fete are twofold. First, it gives the entire parish the chance to inspect the Rector’s garden. Whatever state it is in, it will cause disapproval. If it is poorly kept, then I am clearly being ungrateful for having three acres of lawn to enjoy. Mowing it each week should be one of my delights; what else would I do with a whole day off each week anyway? The hand mower, kindly given by Colonel French is assumed to be quite adequate - and rumour has it that I need to lose weight anyway. The mower was presented to me when the Colonel bought his own gardener a sit-on motor mower - which is of a size and opulence that makes me assume it has a drinks cabinet and satellite navigation. 
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The second reason for a Fete comes as a special perk for the organisers. It gives them a chance to inspect the inside of the Rectory. Under the pretence of looking for a little more sugar, they can systematically inspect all the kitchen cupboards and comment on their contents. By the end of the day, the whole parish will know what marmalade I spread on my toast, that I use unnecessarily expensive washing powder, and where I have unsuccessfully tried to hide the gin. 
The details of what then happens while the Fete is in progress must wait until my next letter, when we will have had our own. It is now time for Evensong, drinks with Major Mallet and his wife, and then a quiet evening with a good book, while I toy with other possible hiding places for the gin this year. 
Your loving uncle, 
Eustace Hidden!! 
Here are the hidden names from last month’s puzzle: 
I once made a remark about the hidden books of the Bible. It was a lulu, kept people looking so hard for facts and for others it was a revelation. Some were in a jam, especially since the names of the books were not capitalized, but the truth finally struck home to numbers of readers. To others it was real job.  
We want it to be a most fascinating few moments for you. Yes, there will be some really easy ones to spot. Others may require judges to help them. I will quickly admit it usually takes a minister to find one of them and there will be loud lamentations when it is found. A little lady says she brews a cup of tea, so she can concentrate better. See how well you can compete. Relax now, for there really are sixteen names of books in the Bible in this story.  
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Children’s Corner 
 
 
  THE LADY & THE LAMP 
On 12th May 1820 a baby girl was born who changed the way that we care for people who are ill. Florence Nightingale grew up at a time when only the worst kind of person became a nurse but she had an idea of the way things could be. Her chance to change things came with the Crimean War.  
Florence travelled there with a few others and started work in the military hospital at Scutari where conditions were dreadful: wounded soldiers were left lying in dirt without proper food or care and most of them died. The army doctors already there didn’t want Miss Nightingale or her nurses, but gradually they improved conditions. The nurses scrubbed and cleaned as well as caring for the wounded and the soldiers began to recover. Florence Nightingale was called the Lady with the Lamp because she would walk the wards at night, checking on patients. After the war, with the support of Queen Victoria, Florence was able improve hospital care for everyone  

WASHING WORDS 
All the words in this word-search are to do with clean and dirty. Can you find them all? The words go up, down, backwards, forwards and diagonally and some letters are used more than once. 

S P A R K L I N G A 
G I D Y O D A R V D 
R T U B B U I O A S 
U P S H B M V P C D 
B A T H E C A U U E 
B T E G N O P S U N 
Y R R I W I P Y M I 
L I U T A M R A U A 
A D E S S D B R O T 
D W T A H S K A O S 

 bath   brush   dirt   duster   dry   grime   grubby  mud   soak   soap   sparkling   stained   tap   tub   vacuum  wash  wet  
 

What did the dirt say to the 
rain? 
If this keeps up my name 
will be mud! 
What did the big tap say 
to the small tap? 
Little squirt! 

… and what did the small tap reply? 
Big drip!” 
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