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A personal view from Popel’s 
That great Christian hope 
Being a priest is a strange mixture of joys and responsibilities – to that extent it is like most jobs, I imagine. One of the most taxing responsibilities is that of taking funerals, and trying to support people when they face bereavement. To stand with them as they walk through the valley of death is an enormous privilege, of course, but it can carry an emotional cost. Of course that is not the complete picture. In a sensitive and appropriate manner, we are also charged with reminding the bereaved of the great Christian hope – that death is not the end, and that a greater, more wonderful life lies ahead. As a Christian poet with terminal cancer wrote, contemplating her own end, “Death is a comma, not a full stop”. Yes, it marks an enormous change; yes, we grieve when someone is no longer with us; but we look forward with confident hope. 
At the heart of the Christian faith lie the events of Good Friday and Easter Sunday (25th and 27th March this year). Having been betrayed and abandoned, Jesus was crucified; hung on a cross until he was dead. His followers were shattered, defeated people- their tiny, new, religious movement had been shattered almost as soon as it began. Yet early on the third day something extraordinary happened; they met the risen Lord. Somehow Jesus had conquered death, turning defeat into victory. And those broken people were given new hope and energy, so that the Christian message of death and resurrection began to spread around the world. 
For Christians, by dying Jesus conquered death, not only for himself but for all of us. By rising again he showed that the love of God is stronger than anything the world can throw at us, stronger than death itself. Once a year we set time aside to concentrate on these wonderful events, yet they are part of our daily reality. We all have seasons when, in a sense, we are standing at the foot of the cross with our hearts broken, our hopes crushed, when help seems impossible and faith seems empty. And then, bit by bit, in unexpected ways, we discover that God is still at work, we have not been abandoned, and that life and love are waiting for us. 
Throughout Holy Week we will be holding special services in all the churches of the Benefice; full details can be found elsewhere in the magazine. My hope and prayer is that we may all discover more of the love of God, this Eastertide and throughout our lives. 
God bless, Huw 
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From the Parish Registers 
Weddings & blessings 
Congratulations to the following couple, married recently: 
23rd December 2015 Douglas Harrison & Kelly Hopkins Baptisms 
Welcome to the following children, baptised into God’s church recently: 
10th January 2016 Eleanor Harris Jack Burgess  Lauren Cheng 
7th February 2016 Chloe Cooper Jude Oliver  Harry Wynn 
14th February 2016 Beatrice Ryland George Ryland Funerals 
A Funeral service for the late Ethel McNeill-Chatwynne was held at Easthampstead Park crematorium on Monday 4th January 2016. 
A Funeral service for the late Geoffrey Knight was held at Holy Trinity church followed by Easthampstead Park crematorium on Wednesday 13th January 2016. 
A Funeral service for the late Alan Forrester was held at Easthampstead Park crematorium on Tuesday 19th January 2016. 
A Funeral service for the late Donald Lipscombe was held at St Mary’s church on Wednesday 10th February 2016 
A Funeral service for the late Dorothy Bingham was held at Winkfield, St Mary’s Church on Friday 12th February 2016 A message from Mary Knight 
Thank you 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for your messages of sympathy and offers of support over recent weeks. It was wonderful to recall past memories and to know that we had so many loving friends. 
On behalf of myself and my family I thank you all most sincerely from the bottom of my heart. 
Mary Knight 
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Bits and Pieces 
Office opening hours (Friday closed):  
Mondays: 9:30am to 12:30pm Tuesdays: 9:30am to 12:30pm Wednesdays: 9:30am to 3:30pm  Thursdays: 9:30am to 12:30pm 
Contact info 
Church Office: c/o St Martin’s Church, Church Road, Chavey Down,  SL5 8RR Phone: 01344 882933  Website: www.winkfieldandcranbourne.org.uk  email: admin@winkfieldandcranbourne.org.uk If you are arranging an event, please contact Alison Burt in the Church Office, so that it can be noted in the Church diary and mentioned on the website. Alison will endeavour to keep track of activities and timings etc. You may view event details on the website given above. 
Morning office (daily prayers) – Everyone is welcome to attend. Tuesdays: 9:15am, usually Mary Knight, will be at St Martin’s Fridays: 9:30am will be at St Peter’s – but check during the Vacancy! Postcards for the Sudan - please help!! 
The Sudan, and South Sudan, are war torn countries, with Christians often suffering particularly. One simple way to assist the Church there is to collect any used postcards, and to let me have them, as they can be turned into cash. (My mother has been a supporter of the Sudanese Church for many years – ever since she met and married my father when they were both working out there in the early 1950s. If people were interested to learn more about the past and present of this region, I am sure I could persuade her to visit us to give a talk.) 
Huw Mordecai email: huwmordecai@hotmail.com Thank you, Tony! 
This month, Tony Antoniou steps down after 24+ years from his post as Advertising Manager for the Winkfield Parish News. We are deeply grateful to Tony for the faithful and productive voluntary work that he has done over this period, not only in finding and retaining advertisers (of which there are more than 50), but also in the preparation of the artwork for the ad pages of this magazine. The revenue from advertising has provided a very useful addition to church funds. 
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We need a replacement for Tony in some or all of the job: if you would like to help with a task that is rewarding as a benefit to our community, please be in touch with the Editors at wparishmag@winkfieldandcranbourne.org.uk Who’s Who pages in the Winkfield Parish News 
The 3rd page of our magazine is the parish Who’s Who. Please report any changes needed to this as soon as possible to: wparishmag@winkfieldandcranbourne.org.uk Events, Notices and Dates for your Diaries 
The deadline for articles etc. for the April Parish Mag  is 10th March 2016.  Lauds – an extra morning service 
During Lent there will be an extra morning service, of Lauds, moving around the churches of the Benefice at 10am. As well as a simple service there will be a brief reflection, to help us in our Christian discipleship. Please do come if you can - even if it means venturing off home territory! 

March 2nd St Mary's - Matthew's Gospel March 9th St Martin's - John's Gospel March 16th St Peter's - A Gospel for Today Friday Morning Lent course 
Details of the remaining sessions are given in the What’s On section starting page  Maidens Green Society AGM 4th March 2016 
Maidens Green Society are holding their AGM at Stirrups Hotel on Friday 4th. 
March at 7pm for 7:30pm, and refreshments will be served. We hope local people in Maidens Green will come along for a chat and share your views with your neighbours and the Society. Hear what’s being going on during the past year and what is going to happen during 2016.  
Richard Bell Mothering Sunday Joint Service in St Mary’s 6th March 
As first announced on Sunday 17th Jan, the Family Praise service at 10am on Sunday 6th March will be a joint Mothering Sunday Service for attendance also by the 11am congregation. A short spoken BCP Communion service will follow. An occasional joint service such as this will help remind us all that we are all part of one Church, with more in common than the things we differ on! 
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 Mayday Fair ad 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Chavey Down Women’s Institute 
Our March meeting is on Monday 21st. 
This will be our annual meeting at which new officers for the forth coming year will be elected. 
Our annual Fair Trade stall will be at this meeting: this is as close as we can get it to Fair Trade Fortnight. 
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We are a friendly institute always looking for new members and new ideas, so please do come and join us. As well as our monthly meetings we have coffee/tea get-togethers, theatre trips, garden visits and many other outings. 
We also have a craft group which meets once a month. 
Janey Bethune-Williams 883854 Chavey Down Association Outing. 
Are you an active, or not so active 60 years plus, that would like to go on a day out with NO parking charges? This year our outing is to Bournemouth, on June 30th, leaving Scotts Mews Priory Road at 9am, arriving in Bournemouth for lunch time. The day is yours to do as you please; on the way home we stop at a pub for refreshments and catch up on the day, arriving back at Scotts Mews at around 8pm. 
Fares are: C D A Members Free  Bingo Members £8.00  Others £15.00 
If you would like to join us, please book your seats by phoning Tina on 883815. News from around the Parish 
We are sad to announce the death of Brian Cooley on 17th Feb. 2016. Our deepest sympathies to his wife Monica and the family. St Mary’s Women’s Guild 
The Women’s Guild meeting welcomed the Revd Huw Mordecai, Mrs Mordecai (Huw's mother), Geoff Ryan, the speaker for our March meeting and Oriol Lady Bowden. The Guild also thanked members for decorating the Christmas tree and decorating the church for the Christmas services, Lady Bowden for writing the cards, and Mrs Haines for paying for the postage.  
Mrs Potter was to host a "Posy Making" activity at the 9:30am Messy Church on Sunday 14th February. Future speakers were to be:- 
 1st March - Geoff Ryan - reading his own stories from his childhood 
 3rd May - Judith Usher - topic tbc  

Then came the moment that everyone had been waiting for: the Rev. Huw Mordecai talking about Jane Austen.  
Huw opened his talk by saying that Jane Austen was one of his favourite writers, and he could trace this back to reading Emma for his A Level English 
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Literature. Since being asked to speak on this subject it had been his delight to re-read a couple of her novels, which he had enjoyed like a good dry white wine!  
Jane came from a large family – four boys were born - and then the Austens had two daughters: Cassandra and their youngest child, Jane, born on the 16th December 1775.  
Jane and her sister were close in age and they were also great friends and confidants. One brother, George, was mentally disabled and another brother, Edward, disappeared from their lives, as he was adopted by Thomas Knight and his wife who had no children. Jane, drawing on her own family experience, wrote about adoption in a couple of her novels – Emma and Mansfield Park.  
Jane’s father was a Vicar in the parish of Steventon, Hampshire. Jane and Cassandra were sent away to school, but, following an outbreak of typhoid, the girls were sent home, and thus ended Jane’s formal education.  
Jane started writing from a very early age and the subject matter was love and friendship. She was naturally a very funny person, and she was inspired by Gothic novels, popular at the time.  
Aged 18-20 she wrote her first full length novel ‘Lady Susan’, a sharp and cynical tale which, after revisions, became ‘Northanger Abbey’. Aged 21 she penned another novel, ‘First Impressions’, later known as ‘Pride and Prejudice’. ‘Elinor and Marianne’ became ‘Sense and Sensibility’ Her family encouraged her by reading her work; they laughed and gave her suggestions.  
When Jane was 27, a London publisher paid for publishing rights for ‘Susan’, but, as this was a big satire on the lucrative gothic novel genre, it was never printed. When Jane was 25, her Father announced his retirement and his plan to move the family to Bath. Jane’s reaction was to faint! She certainly did not seem to enjoy her life there. During that time, in December 1802 she received a proposal of marriage from a family friend, Harris, who owned large family estates in Steventon. Initially, she said “Yes” but, after sleeping on it, changed her mind.  
What was to become of her? For well brought up young women, the only job options were governess or teacher. Many women would enter loveless marriages just to be safe.  
In 1805 her father died, and the family were left in a rocky financial position. Her four brothers rallied round, but still the family income dropped from 
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£600p.a. to £450pa, and they moved around Bath looking for cheaper lodgings.  
In 1809, Jane aged 33, moved to Chawton in Hampshire where her brother Edward offered a large cottage on his estate. Jane seemed to write almost every day here, although she was very private during her lifetime and secretive in her writing.  
In 1816, aged 41, Jane began to feel unwell. By the middle of that year she was sinking and had largely stopped writing. Whilst suffering from Addison’s disease she rewrote and tied up the loose ends in ‘The Elliots’, later known as ‘Persuasion’. By mid-March she had completed 12 chapters of ‘Northanger Abbey’. In April 1817 she was confined to bed and in May she was moved to Winchester. On the 18th July 1817 she died, aged 41. She is buried in Winchester Cathedral.  
After her death her brother, Henry, arranged the publication of ‘Persuasion’ and ‘Northanger Abbey’.  
To sum up Huw said he enjoys her work because, while Jane has a strong sense of duty and self-control, with a strong moral code, she is also fun, and to support this he quoted from ‘Pride & Prejudice’: “Why do we live but to provide sport for our neighbours?”. He also admires the Brontës, but they have a different view of the world.  
Huw answered questions and closed the meeting with a prayer at 3:30pm. 
Lesley Philpot        STOP PRESS!!! 
As the road closures  at the junction of Locks Ride, Longhill Road and  Priory Road will continue until early March, the next meeting of  St Mary's Women's Guild will again  take place in St Mary's Church  at 2:30pm on Tuesday  1st March 
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SERVICES ACROSS THE PARISH 
Snow Policy: In the event of snowfall accompanied by severe-weather warnings that makes travel difficult, services will be cancelled if necessary. The decision will be made at 6pm for morning services the following day and 12 noon for evening services that day. If in doubt, ring your church warden. 
Easter Day is on 27th March this year. St Mary’s – Easter Lilies  
If you would like to purchase lilies in memory of a loved one this Easter, please contact Doreen Potter on 01344 886324. Lilies will cost £2.00 each and will be arranged in the church St Mary’s – March services 
Mar Day Time Form of service By 2 Wednesday 10am Lauds Clergy 

6 Mothering Sunday 10am 
Joint 9:30am and 11am members Service of Bible Reflection, Prayer and Music – All Age 

Clergy 
Said Holy Communion (BCP) will follow 

13 5th Sunday in Lent 8am Holy Communion (BCP) Clergy 9:30am Messy Church Lay 11am Family Matins Lay 
20 Palm Sunday 9:30am Family Praise Clergy 11am Holy Communion (BCP) Clergy 22 Tuesday of Holy Week 7:30pm Compline Clergy 24 Maundy Thursday 11am Holy Communion (BCP) Clergy 
25 Good Friday 2pm Service of Prayer, Reflection and Music Lay 
27 Easter Day 8am Holy Communion (BCP) Clergy 9:30am Family Praise Lay 11am Holy Communion (BCP) Clergy 
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St Martin’s, Chavey Down – March services 
Mar Day Time Form of service By 6 Mothering Sunday 9:30am Family/All Age Lay 

9 Wednesday 10am Lauds  Clergy 
13 5th Sunday in Lent 9:30am Holy Communion Clergy 
20 Palm Sunday 9:30am Morning Prayer Lay 
21 Mon. of Holy Week 9:15am Morning Prayer Lay 

7:30pm Compline Clergy 
22 Tues. of Holy Week 9:15am Morning Prayer Lay 
23 Wed. of Holy Week 9:15am Morning Prayer Lay 
24 Maundy Thursday with Bring & Share Meal 6pm Holy Communion Clergy 
27 Easter Day 9:15am Holy Communion Clergy 

St Peter’s, Cranbourne – March services 
Mar Day Time Form of service By 
6 Mothering Sunday 8am Holy Communion (BCP) Clergy 11am SPAS/All Age Family Lay 
13 5th Sunday in Lent 

11am Holy Communion Clergy 12:45pmm Holy Baptism Clergy 1:30pm Holy Baptism Clergy 2:15pm Holy Baptism Clergy 16 Wednesday 7:30pm Lauds Clergy 
20 Palm Sunday 8am Holy Communion (BCP) Clergy 11am Morning Prayer Lay 23 Wed. of Holy Week 7:30pm Compline Clergy 
25 Good Friday 10am Stations of the Cross – All Age Lay 
27 Easter Day 11am Holy Communion Clergy Note on Service Leaders: Where ‘clergy’ is shown – this will be a visiting clergy. Where ‘lay’ is shown, this includes: Stuart Ager, Mary Knight, Jacki Thomas, and Mike Thomas. 
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Winkfield Row Methodist Church - March 
How to find the Winkfield Row Methodist Church: We are located in Winkfield Row opposite Lambrook  School: Winkfield Row, Bracknell RG42 6NE.  Telephone: 01344 411417 
Morning worship 10:30am (unless stated). All are welcome! March services: 
6th March (Mothering Sunday) Revd Jackie Case   (Holy Communion) 
13th March  Mary Elms 
20th March   Mike Bowstead 
25th March (Good Friday) 9:30am  Mary Elms 
27th March (Easter Day) Dalwyn Attwell. 
 Flowers & Cleaning Rotas 
St Mary’s – March 2016 
Dates  Flowers Mar 4th Penny Cardwell – Memorial Table only Mar 11th and 18th  Esther Bond and Doreen Potter – Memorial Table only 
Mar 25th  Alex Jolly and Pam Brown Easter Flower Arrangers 
St Martin’s – March 2016 
Dates  Flowers Cleaning 6h Mar Mrs B unker Mrs Smith Mrs Paramor 13th Mar Mrs. Fanning Mrs. Logan Mrs Jenkins 20st Mar Mrs. Fanning Mrs. Logan Mrs Jenkins 27th Mar All flower arrangers Mrs Jenkins 3rd Apr Mrs Atkinson tba More flower arrangers needed  
Ruth Timbrell writes: We do need two more flower arrangers for St Martins, Can you help, please? 
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What’s on in March 2016 
Regular events: 
Day Event 

Mondays not including Bank Holidays 

Ascot Bridge Club – Chavey Down, Ascot. For more information please call David Calcutt on 886412, or visit the web site www.ascotbridge.org.uk 
Pilates with Amanda Mann at St Martin’s Church from 9:30-10:30am & 10:45-11:45am. Visit the website: www.amandamann.uk.com or email info@amandamann.uk.com or call Amanda on 07767 816499 Ballet With Victoria Lyons at St Peters Hall. For more information call 638538. 
Ascot Yoga 7:45-9pm at Carnation hall. Visit www.ascotzumba.co.uk for more info or contact Flo Young on 07711077038 email Flo@ascotzumba.co.uk Mondays not including Bank Holidays 
Fun Adult Jive Classes at King Edwards Hall, SL5 8PD. Contact Debra on 07748 391776 or email  john@jive-cats.co.uk 

Tuesdays  Short Mat Bowls at Carnation Hall at 7pm. For more information please ring 882137 and 301158  
2nd Tuesday of the month  St Mary’s Women’s Guild meeting (normally at St Martin’s Church Hall) at 2:30pm. This month at St Mary’s church!! 

Wednesdays 

EXTEND – fun, fitness & movement classes for the over-60s. 10:30-11:30am at St Martin’s Church Hall, SL5 8RR. Please contact Elizabeth Wright AISTID tel: 883078 or email: lizziewright25@hotmail.com Zumba gold class at St Peter’s church hall 7-8pm 
Pilates classes at Carnation Hall: Contact Rebecca on 0774 860 3145, email: pilatesascot@btinternet.com or visit www.pilatesascot.co.uk. 

2nd Wednesday of the month 
Ascot Horticultural Society meets at 7:45pm in King Edward’s Hall, North Ascot (unless otherwise stated). All welcome. Admission: members £1.00 and visitors £2.50. Details on www.ascothorticulturalsociety.org.uk or call Peter Cleare on 01344 622086. 
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Day Event 

Thursdays 

Indoor carpet bowling (no skill required) 2pm to 3:30pm at St Peter’s church 
The Carnation Badminton Club plays on Thursdays at Carnation Hall, 8-10pm. New members welcome. 
Ballroom and Latin American dance classes, at the British Legion Hall in Hatchet Lane, Cranbourne, Pay as you go. To find out more, call 621353 or e-mail dancejanet@hotmail.com 1st Friday of the month Pebbles at 10:30am - a new praise time for pre-schoolers and their parents/carers, with stories, songs and prayers at St Peter’s Church, Hatchet Lane, Cranbourne SL4 2EG. Please contact Paula Liverseidge 07584 375386 or email paula_liverseidge@hotmail.com Other events  

Day Mar Event Time/place 
Tue 1 St Mary’s Women’s Guild. Speaker: Geoffrey Ryan 2:30pm at St Mary's church 
Wed 2 Lauds: St Matthew's Gospel 10am at St Mary’s church 
Thu 3 World Ship Society – William Mayes will give an illustrated talk on his travels in 2015 from March to December. Carnation Hall 7.45 for 8pm. All welcome. 
Fri 4 Lent Course 10am-12noon 

Maidens Green Society AGM 7pm for 7:30pm, Stirrups Hotel 
Sat 5 Baptism Preparation 9:30am at St Mary’s Church 
Tues 8 Winkfield Standing Committee 8pm at the Church Office 

Wed 9 
Lauds: St John’s Gospel 10am at St Martin’s church 
Cranbourne Standing Committee 8pm venue to be advised 

Thu 10 Deadline for articles for the April Winkfield Parish News 
Fri 11 Lent Course 10am-12noon 
Wed 16 Lauds: ‘A Gospel for Today’ 10am at St Peter’s church 
Thurs 17 Winkfield PCC Meeting 8pm at St Mary’s Church 
Fri 18 Lent Course 10am-12noon 
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Day Mar Event Time/place 
Mon 21 Chavey Down WI AGM (p5) with annual Fair Trade stall 7:45pm in St Martin’s church 
Wed 23 Cranbourne PCC Meeting 7pm to 7:30pm at St Peter’s Church 7 April .World Ship Society – the AGM will be followed by Derrick Gray’s illustrated talk on the German Navy of World War II. Carnation Hall 7:45 for 8pm. All welcome! More news from around the parish 
News on the Vacancy 
Both PCCs met with the Bishop of Reading on Monday 8th Feb to agree the Benefice Summary. The Bishop advised us of the process and timetable for the selection of a vicar/minister. If the process is successful, the post should be filled this Autumn. Friends of St Mary’s Winkfield 
The Friends continue to flourish with several more joining. Our next event will be a Wine and Cheese evening with Auction of Promises to be held in late May. St Mary's has hosted similar events in the past and they have been very successful. 
Full details will be available very soon, and our main website will soon be up. 
Meanwhile, we have opened our Facebook Page – sign in to Facebook and search for ‘Friends Winkfield’ and you will find us – and ‘like’ us’! You can donate, send a subscription, or set up a direct debit using this page. 
Lesley Philpot St Mary’s choir 
Easter is very early this year, so we are already well into the season of Lent. Although this is traditionally the time for “giving something up” (or better still doing some extra good deeds), St. Mary’s Choir will not be giving up their singing or their choral support of the congregation. We are however looking forward to adding a musical dimension to the solemnity of Holy Week followed by the joys of Easter.  
Before that, we celebrate Mothering Sunday on the 6th of March, not the widely commercialised Mother’s Day, but a Sunday when we can remember and thank God for our mothers and all other carers who have helped and shaped our lives. There will be a service at 10am when the 9:30am family 
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service congregation will join with the 11am congregation to make a very special occasion. The senior and junior choirs will be taking part and we hope to welcome everyone, not only mums, dads and children, to our service.  
Senior choir practice is still on Thursday evenings at 7:30pm for about an hour and we usually meet at 10:15am on Sunday mornings for a warm up at 10:20am before the normal 11am Sunday service. If there are any more of you who would like to join us, either regularly or as one of our occasional “friends”, do come along. We will be very pleased to see you and make you very welcome. 
Marian Stevens 01344 882918) St Mary’s Bell ringers 
The bell ringers continue to be busy.  
The hand bell ringers attended a rally in January, which was a lovely start to our ringing year. We also participated in the Candlemas service, as it was the 5th Sunday: we rang "Carol of the Bells" which is a favourite of ours. The service was just lovely and we were delighted to be part of it. Now we are working on the piece for the next 5th Sunday! 
Two of us successfully auditioned for the South East Region Bell Orchestra, and are working hard to be ready for the concert in May. I can recommend this concert if you are free - it is a wonderful event with bells ranging from tiny to enormous ones, and percussion instruments as well. 
The tower ringers continue to ring before every service. With this in mind Tony is encouraging people from the 9:30am service to come and have a go at tower bell ringing - in time it would be wonderful if there could be a team from this service to ring at 9am!  
Please come and try it and experience the enormous fun that this can offer. We are in the tower every Sunday!! 
Jill Glennerster 01344-884071 St Mary's Junior Choir 
The junior choir is now rehearsing for Family Matins in March – and of course for Easter Day. They continue to perform alone at the Family Matins Services but join the adult choir at several other 11am services. 
Rehearsals continue at 7pm. on Thursdays in St Mary's Church, with Marilyn Rogers, before the adult choir rehearsals at 7pm. 
Lesley Philpot 
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Pirates And Flappers Needed For Spotlight's Silver Jubilee 
The Spotlights Musical Theatre Group (SMTG) have started preparing for their Silver Jubilee show, Gilbert and Sullivan’s ‘The Pirates of Penzance’. And they need new performing members! 
Serena Kay, the group’s music director, writes: "It's a great show with comic Pirates, cowardly policemen, enthusiastic flappers, a major general who really should know better and an apprentice Pirate and young woman getting it together against all the odds in the midst of much hilarity and mayhem. If you find yourself singing in the bath, shower, car and around the house and would like a Monday night out rehearsing with friendly like-minded people then the SMTG could be your new musical fun night out in 2016" 
The SMTG will perform ‘The Pirates of Penzance’ at the Rose Theatre, part of St Mary's School, in Ascot during the week commencing 17th July 2016 as part of their jubilee year celebrations. They rehearse on Mondays at 8pm (Wednesdays too, nearer the show) at Cheapside Village Hall. If you are interested, please get in touch with the group's secretary Sheila Knight on 01784 483203 and sheila@tonysheila.plus.com, or just come along on the night. You will be made most welcome. More information on our website: 
www.spotlights.mtg.co.uk 
John Woodward-Roberts (woodwardroberts@hotmail.co.uk@hotmail.co.uk) Thoughts of all sorts 
Mothering Sunday – and Mother Church 
The Fourth Sunday in Lent was called ‘Mid-Lent’ or ‘Refreshment Sunday’, when the rigors of Lent were relaxed more than was normal for a feast day. It is called Mothering Sunday as a reference to the Epistle reading for the Day (Galatians 4:21-31). The Lenten Epistles follow from each other with teaching about our life as Christians and how we are to follow Christ. On Midlent Sunday the Epistle talks of bondage and freedom; the bondage of the Law and the Old covenant as compared to the freedom in Christ, "the promised one", and the New Covenant. Verse 26 reads "But Jerusalem which is above is free, which is the mother of us all." We gain our freedom from Christ and, as it was seen before the Reformation, the Church. 
Thus, Mothering Sunday is about the freedom that we gain through the promise of Jesus Christ delivered through our Mother the Church. People were encouraged to go to their ‘Mother Church’ (their home church or their 
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home Cathedral) to worship and give thanks. Hence apprentices, and others, went home for the weekend and often brought gifts (or accumulated pay) home to their family.  
On the other hand, Mother's Day is a secular festival invented in 1904 and is celebrated on the 2nd Sunday in May in most countries in the world. The British Isles seem to be the exception. In recent years Mothering Sunday has been hijacked to take the place of a special, secular day to give thanks for our mothers.  C is for Charity 
Arguably, the most widely quoted passage in the New Testament is that part of St Paul’s letter to the Corinthians which begins: “If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels and have not love … ” and ends: “So Faith, Hope, Love abide, these three, but the greatest of these is Love” (Corinthians 1 chapter 13 verses 1-13). It is a favourite at weddings because it contains that collection of sayings that begins: “Love is … ”, which was quoted at the end of the 1970 film ‘Love Story’, and so spawned a great collection of cartoon drawings and sayings with the caption “Love is … ” St Paul could have made a fortune in royalties. 
However, when William Tyndale first translated that passage into English in the 16th century1, he did not use the word ‘love’: he used the word ‘charity’. In the years that have passed since that original translation and today, the understanding of the word ‘charity@ has changed, and the 20th century substitution of the word ‘love’ for charity in St Paul’s epistle may have altered the meaning of the passage. Charity begins at home – and belongs to Oxfam – and others! 
The Romans, like the Greeks, tried to be very precise in their meanings of words, and would never have used the word ‘love’ in all the senses that we do today. In English it is possible to love a sweetheart, cream-cakes, Coronation Street, the Beatles, hedgehogs, Manchester United, etc. The Latin Language would never have permitted the widespread use of a single word to cover what is clearly a range of tastes and emotions. The Romans had several words at their disposal to describe the love of another person. Amor (affection), ardor (more active affection) desiderium (decidedly more active affection) and cupido (which really was ‘lust’). 
                                                 
1 His work took place in an era when Greek texts had become available, and there was a desire 
to improve on the 4th century Latin bible that was known as the Vulgate. 
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Now although St Paul was a Roman citizen, he probably wrote and spoke mostly in Greek. However, when his letters were translated into the widely read ‘Latin, the word used in that famous passage was not ‘amor’, which in English is the embracing word ‘love’, but 'caritas’, and this is the word Tyndale translated as ‘Charity’. ‘Caritas ‘cannot be used to describe any of those loves referred to in the previous passage, for ‘caritas’means the high value with which fellow human beings in general are held, not affection for known people – that is ‘amor’ – but respect for others for their wellbeing, for their rights, for their beliefs. It is this emotion that St Paul is encouraging us to engage. ‘Caritas’ was what the good ‘Samaritan’ felt for the victim of the bandits. 
One of the difficulties in the use of the word love is, I believe, well illustrated by an event I remember from my childhood. Our Parish Priest was having some difficulties with the landlord of the pub; the Dolphin next door; and felt obliged to preach on the text ‘Love thy neighbour’. From the pulpit he exhorted us to do just this, saying, with great feeling: “Christ instructs us to love our neighbours, and we must. I love my neighbour, of course this does not mean that I have to like him.” 
The Romans would have had a better word for it. 
Mendicant 
 
The Greeks (at any rate in New Testament times) did have a word for it: the noun ‘agapē’ (written , with the associated verb  meaning ‘I love’). The New Testament was written in Greek, and ‘agapē’ is the word used in St Paul’s epistle, and, as translated in the Latin Vulgate – the original Latin text compiled by St Jerome and others in the 4th Century, the selected word was ‘caritas’, as noted earlier. ‘agapē’ is often translated formally as ‘Christian love’ to distinguish it (for example) from gender-related love, or love between children and parents, and this, of course, is what Mendicant is referring to. ‘God so loved the world’ (John 3:16) uses the verb form of ‘agapē’ as another example. When Timothy (2 Timothy 3:2) speaks disparagingly of what people commonly love (e.g. money, themselves), the verb ‘philō’ is used. But when St Paul instructs husbands to love their wives (Ephesians 5:25) he uses the word agapē’ with its connotations of deep respect, comparing it with Christ loving his Church. 
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On how to run a church council meeting 
The Rectory, St. James the Least of All 
My dear Nephew Darren 
Clearly, the sight of your Vicar running out of the room half way through your last church council meeting, saying he should have stayed as a traffic warden, where he was universally liked, has unnerved you. It would have unnerved me too, since a universally popular traffic warden is an exceptional creature. 
But perhaps it is necessary to give you some advice for the day when you do chair your first church council meeting. 
1. Consider every agenda issue carefully beforehand and decide what you would like to do. Then, at the meeting, consult widely, listen to every opinion, weigh all the arguments, and then do precisely what you had decided before the meeting ever took place. 
2. Never, ever, let council members discuss hymns, which avoids getting blood on the carpets. 
3. Arrange the seating in rows, all facing the front, so that everyone has to respond directly to you. The last thing you want is for council members to be able to discuss matters freely with one another. 
4. Start smoking a pipe. At those times when you are faced with an issue when you really are unsure of how to respond, taking out your pipe, dismantling it, searching for a pipe cleaner, squinting down the stem to see if it is clean, mopping out the goo in the bowl, searching for your tobacco pouch, filling the pipe, tamping it down, asking if you can borrow matches and attempting to light it several times over, will give you more than sufficient time to formulate a reply. Once you have perfected the routine, the silence will have been so protracted, that most of the committee will have long forgotten what the question was anyway.  
5. If someone is talking too long, consult your diary, noisily and obsessively, about next month’s appointments, or write a note to a committee member who is at the back of the room and get it passed to him. The speaker should soon get the message. 
These are the simpler techniques of committee management. The advanced procedures must wait until you are strong enough to bear them. 
Your loving uncle, 
Eustace 
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Children’s Corner 
 
 
 
  
Holy Week is the week before Easter Day; it starts with Palm Sunday which is on 20th March this year. Palm Sunday is when Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey. 
The Thursday of Holy Week is called Maundy Thursday which is named for the words that Jesus used at his last meal with the disciples, what we now call the Last Supper. The Latin words are ‘Mandatum novum do vobis’ – a new commandment I give you’. Do you know what that commandment is? You can read the whole account in St John’s Gospel, chapter 13. 
Then comes Good Friday - a lot of people can’t see why a day that commemorates the trial and crucifixion of Jesus could be called ‘good’. It was a black day but Christians know that without what happened that Friday there would be no Easter. Without the death of our Lord there would have been no empty tomb on Easter Day, no glorious Resurrection. 
 

HOT CROSS BUNS 
One of the pleasures of Easter is eating hot cross buns. Like most things they cost more now than they did in this old rhyme… 

Hot Cross Buns,  Hot Cross Buns, One a penny, two a penny, Hot Cross Buns. 
If you have no daughters, Give them to your sons, One a penny, two a penny, Hot Cross Buns. 

If you have some time to spare, see how many words you cam make from the letters in the words HOT CROSS BUNS. Words of at least 3 letters, no plurals, proper names or foreign words. 
 
 

What do you get when you pour boiling water down a rabbit hole? 
A hot cross bunny. 
Why couldn't the rabbit fly home for Easter? 
He didn't have the hare fare.  
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