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A very happy and prosperous New Year!! It seems rather late for the Eds. to wish you this, but it is our first opportunity, and we hope that you will enjoy another year of the Parish News, and, yes, we have chosen a new font – not revolutionary or even contentious, just a little different. We start off the New Year with two leading articles, one from our hard-working Alison in the Parish Office, and the other from Revd Huw Mordecai, who has been supporting the Parish so well during the Vacancy.  
So, here goes … A view from the Church Office 
Dear All, 
I pray that you have all had a wonderful Christmas and that you will have hopefully been able to welcome in the New Year feeling refreshed and excited for the potential opportunities ahead. 
On behalf of the Church Wardens and myself, we would like to take this opportunity to personally thank those who sent Christmas Cards and good wishes over the Christmas period. 
It was truly moving to see so many familiar and new faces at our Benefice services and we know you would want to join us in thanking the many people who, while serving God, were also involved in making our services a success, spending many hours arranging flowers, decorating many trees and lighting candles, rehearsing Bible readings, giving talks, singing carols in our choirs and working skilfully and wholeheartedly in our Lord’s houses. A big thank you, also to Reverend Huw Mordecai, and Father Paul McLaren-Cook, for visiting us and leading our Holy Communion services so devoutly.   
We would also like to praise and commend the Family Praise team, who have worked tirelessly towards the continued success of the 9:30am services at St Mary’s, after Paula Darrall resigned in November, for health reasons and new personal ventures. We would like to take this opportunity to personally thank Paula, for her spiritual leadership and ministry within the Benefice and pray for her lasting good health and continued success in her future ministerial endeavours.  
We also pray that the New Year will bring, for the Benefice, ourselves and others, new and exciting horizons. The forty days from Christmas to Candlemas (2nd February), present themselves perfectly as windows of opportunity to wipe the slate clean, pave the way for creative 
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ideas and new ventures, as well as offering us the freedom to deepen our faith which, will in turn draw us closer to God. 
Prayers and blessings, to you all for a very happy and prosperous New Year. God bless!  
Alison Burt, Anne Crewe, Barbara Knight and Lesley Philpot A Personal View from Popel’s 
Lent is almost upon us already – a consequence of Easter being so early this year (27th March). This is a serious time in the Church’s year; the liturgy for Ash Wednesday exhorts us all to keep “a holy Lent”. Why is this important and what can we do to live it out? 
The biggest festival of the year for Christians is Easter (Christmas gets a lot more attention from the advertisers, but is strictly in second place). That Jesus died, was buried, and yet rose again on the third day is the foundation of our Christian faith. As far back as our records go, there are signs that believers prepared themselves to celebrate Easter by acts of self-discipline. The forty days that Jesus spent in the Wilderness soon provided a useful model to build on. 
Traditionally there have been two parts to Lenten discipline – giving something up, and taking something on. Although people often boast about what they are renouncing, it seems to me that the best discipline is something that no one notices but you. (A friend of mine has been married for 60 years; every Lent she gives up marmalade for breakfast, and her husband never notices.) Why bother doing something like that? The modern habit is to say “Yes” to almost anything we want. By deliberately denying ourselves we are developing our self-will – rather like a spiritual gym. Sooner or later, we will all be confronted with a real temptation; something we want to do, even though we know it would hurt others. If we haven’t learnt to say, “No” to ourselves in the little things, will we say “No” when something big comes along? 
And then we take something on – again to help strengthen us. This may be giving some extra money to a charity, or carving out a little bit more time for prayer. St Benedict tells his monks to read a book, something more difficult than they would normally tackle, to stretch their understanding of the faith. Lent is a decent length of time to read something challenging, and there are plenty of wonderful books out there if you want to go down that route. 
At times St Paul talks of Christians being like athletes, or soldiers – two groups of people who know all about the importance of discipline to achieve goals. If we do our best to keep a “holy Lent”, not only will our Easter celebrations be more joyful, but we will have grown in our faith over these coming weeks. 
Huw Mordecai 
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From the Parish Registers There are no reports for this month from the Parish Registers. In memoriam – Geoffrey Knight After declining health over a number of years, culminating in a short illness, Geoffrey Knight died on 18th December, at the age of 89, leaving his wife of 59 years, our beloved Mary Knight and their four children. We pass on our deepest sympathy to Mary and the family at this time of sad loss. 
Geoffrey will perhaps be best known to us as a musician, and it was only in the last year that ill-health forced him to retire as organist of Holy Trinity Bracknell. His tenure there should not hide the many times that he played the organ at St Mary’s, for innumerable weddings, funerals and other occasions, as well as standing in and choir-directing when needed for regular services. But he was also a radar specialist in the RN during and after the war, and subsequently became a schoolmaster, a teacher of mathematics, and a music director, most recently at Heathfield School. 
Born in 1926, he took up the organ in 1942 and was soon to find himself as organist at Lenton Priory, Nottingham, following the vacancy caused by National Service during the war. He subsequently went to Edinburgh University on a Naval Maths course, a precursor of service in the RN, during which time he joined the choir of St Mary's Episcopal Cathedral, Edinburgh. As Dr Robert Head, the organist, was in hospital and the sub organist Robert Kidd was in the RAF, Geoffrey was soon playing for evensong and taking the odd choir rehearsal. 
He played for the Parade Services at HMS Collingwood during his naval radar training and was lucky to be posted to Douglas Head, Isle of Man, training radar operators. After the war he was sent to Portland to be in charge of radar in submarines. 
After de-mob, Geoffrey became organist of a large city church in Nottingham – Holy Trinity – where he learnt a lot from Sir David Lumsden, Director of Music at St Mary's, Nottingham. It was here that he met Mary, in the Nottingham University singers. They married in 1956. 
Geoffrey went on to teach Maths and Music at King's Bruton Junior School, Somerset, continuing organ studies with Willis Grant, Birmingham Cathedral Organist and Professor of Music at Bristol University; and, when there, he gained his FRCO (Fellowship of the Royal College of Organists). 
He next took on Holy Trinity, Dartford as organist, together with being Director of Music at Cobham Hall, Kent and at West Heath School, Sevenoaks (where Princess Diana was a pupil – he sang at her wedding with the Bach Choir). From there he went to St John's Choir school, Cambridge, where he 
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worked alongside the legendary George Guest and David Willcocks in Cambridge University Music Society, as well with now-famous organ scholars, including Stephen Cleobury; he recorded this as the experience of a life time. 
1973 the family moved to Chavey Down, when Geoffrey was appointed Director of Music at Heathfield. Mary was persuaded to return to part-time teaching of Latin and Divinity, later becoming Deputy Head Mistress. 
Upon retirement from Heathfield, Geoffrey was invited to be the 4th organist of Holy Trinity Church, Bracknell after the death of Eric Few, and he combined this with part-time work with the Berkshire Theatre and Ballet School, and with Redroofs, Maidenhead, where both Kate Winslet and Christian Bale were pupils. 
Having missed only one Holy Trinity carol service over the next 29 years, Geoffrey reluctantly had to give up his position there in 2015 due to ill health. 
Mary and Geoffrey had four children, Paul, Barbara, Mark and Catherine, and there are eight grandchildren. There was always music in the house, and they have passed on their love of music to their children. For a number of years they were annual supporters of the Southern Choirs Festival and Eddington Music Festival. 
Geoffrey will be sadly missed by the very many people who had been touched in some way by his love of music and by the contribution that he made to so many people’s lives. 
On Wednesday 13th January 2016, a moving service of thanksgiving for Geoffrey’s life took place at a full Holy Trinity Church, Bracknell. This service celebrated not only a fine musician, but also a man of talent and of irrepressible humour, with his own brand of quirkiness. Tributes from their children and grandchildren highlighted a loving and supportive father and grandfather, whose house so often rang with music and laughter. Bits and Pieces Office opening hours (Friday closed):  
Mondays: 9:30am to 12:30pm Tuesdays: 9:30am to 12:30pm Wednesdays: 9:30am to 3:30pm  Thursdays: 9:30am to 12:30pm 
Contact info 
Church Office: c/o St Martin’s Church, Church Road, Chavey Down,  SL5 8RR Phone: 01344 882933  Website: www.winkfieldandcranbourne.org.uk  email: admin@winkfieldandcranbourne.org.uk If you are arranging an event, please contact Alison Burt in the Church Office, so that it can be noted in the Church diary and mentioned on the website. 
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Alison will endeavour to keep track of activities and timings etc. You may view event details on the website given above. 
Morning office (daily prayers) – Everyone is welcome to attend. Tuesdays: 9:15am, usually Mary Knight, will be at St Martin’s Fridays: 9:30am will be at St Peter’s – but check during the Vacancy! Events, Notices and Dates for your Diaries The deadline for articles etc. for the next edition is 10th February 2016. The editors will be away at the end of that week, so please post early to be sure!! Bell Ringers Quiz –Saturday 13th February 2016 
This stimulating evening will take place, once again, at St Martin’s Church Hall at 7pm.The cost is just £8 and includes a wonderful Ploughman’s supper.To purchase tickets please contact Tony/Sue Bish on 01344 886087 or anthony.bish@btinternet.com or suzy.bish@btinternet.com or Jill Glennester on 884071 or email jill.glenn@ymail.com.  Chavey Down Women’s Institute 
Our meeting this month takes place on Monday 15th February in St Martins Church Hall at 7:45pm. 
This month one of own members will speak and show slides on meeting the Royals at the National WI garden party at Buckingham Palace last summer, to celebrate one hundred years of the Women’s Institute. 
So if you are interested then do come along and join us, where a warm welcome awaits you. You do not have to be a member to come, just come as a visitor. 
Janey Bethune-Williams 883854 Maidens Green Society AGM 4th March 2016 
Maidens Green Society are holding their AGM at Stirrups Hotel on Friday 4th. 
March at 7pm for 7:30pm, and refreshments will be served. We hope local people in Maidens Green will come along for a chat and share your views with your neighbours and the Society. Hear what’s being going on during the past year and what is going to happen during 2016.  
Richard Bell Mothering Sunday Joint Service in St Mary’s 6th March 
As first announced on Sunday 17th Jan, the Family Praise service at 10am on Sunday 6th March will be a joint Mothering Sunday Service for attendance also by the 11am congregation. A short spoken BCP Communion service will follow. An occasional joint service such as this will help remind us all that we are all part of one Church, with more in common than the things we differ on. 
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News from around the Parish ‘Music and Merriment’ – St Mary’s church 5/12/2015 
On December 5th, St Mary’s was once again the venue for our annual Christmas concert, full of the music and merriment promised in the title.  
The evening began with the traditional procession of the Junior Concert Choir carrying glow-sticks through the darkened church and singing “Once in Royal David’s City”. Nearly twenty children aged from seven to twelve from seven local schools took part. Under the direction of Su Mei Kong they sang with great energy and enthusiasm throughout the evening, amusing the audience with their train impersonations in the modern carol “Star Express” and joining the audience to sing a hilarious version of “The Twelve Days of Christmas”, again with full actions.  
After an absence of several years, we were pleased to welcome back St Mary’s own Handbell Ringers, and the Woodley Concert Band Wind Quintet once again delighted us with their playing. Three soloists, still in their teens, reminded us how amazingly talented young musicians can be – Nikolai Lester on piano, Katie Mazur on violin and Phoebe Parker with her songs. The audience was in good voice, heartily singing some familiar carols, and John Edwards’ reading of the ‘Tales of Hoffnung’ caused much laughter.  
Mulled wine flowed merrily at the interval and St Mary’s Women’s Guild provided dozens of mince pies to add their own festive flavour. 
The highlight of the evening was undoubtedly the Bulmershe Ensemble, a group of sixteen-and-seventeen-year-olds from Bulmershe School, Woodley. Under their inspirational young conductor Sarah Lant, they sang pieces including “Angels we have heard on high” and the spiritual “Steal Away” in their own beautiful and original style. They also joined the Junior Concert Choir and the audience, filling the church with glorious sound. Having already won several national awards, we wish them more success in the coming year. We also thank Sarah for her wonderful work with the Junior Concert Choir. 
Altogether, we had a very full programme of delightful Christmassy music and much fun in spoken word and song. There were many other contributors, too 
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many to name individually, both performing and helping behind the scenes, without whom our concert could not have been so successful. 
Music and Merriment it certainly was! Look out for the date of this year’s concert and we hope to see you all again there – a date not to be missed! 
Marian Stevens Music and Merriment Concert Committee.   The Winkfield and North Ascot Good Neighbours Scheme 
We would like to thank all who kindly gave to the collection donation which we received from the Carol Service held in St Martin’s Church on Saturday 12th December. We are a small local voluntary group who take people to hospital and doctor’s appointments, and we rely on donations in order to continue our service. Thank you.  
Lynne Wilkes, Secretary, Tel: 884949. St Mary’s choir 
Christmas is a special time in many ways, and not least because of the great music associated with the festival. There are lots of beautiful carols that cover each part of the Christmas story. All these were reflected in our service of Nine Lessons and Carols on the Sunday before Christmas.  
The service tells the Christmas story in bible readings and music from the words of the Old Testament prophets through Christ’s Birth in Bethlehem to the wonderful declaration of St John at the beginning of his Gospel. Senior and Junior Choirs took part in singing familiar and well-loved carols and some that were new to us. Our thanks to Maurice and Marilyn Rogers for directing us through this service. 
A well-attended choral Communion was celebrated at 11:30pm on Christmas Eve, with the usual festive matins on Christmas Day. On the Sunday after Christmas, Mary Knight bravely took our ‘alternative carol service’, with readings and carols quietly telling other aspects of the Christmas story.  
Now that Christmas is over, we have time to look forward to 2016, with its new opportunities and musical challenges. A number of special services are planned, including celebrations for the Queen’s 90th birthday. With the on-going help of our “Friends” in the choir we shall carry on expanding our repertoire, while supporting the congregation and keeping a place for the favourites which they enjoy.  
As usual, choir practice is every Thursday evening at 7:30pm, and we warm up at 10:20am before the 11 am Sunday service. Come and join us – you will be very welcome! 
Marian Stevens 882918 
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St Mary's Junior Choir 
All members of the Junior Choir joined with other Parish children as members of the Junior Concert Choir, who were a star turn in the Music and Merriment Christmas Concert on 5th December (see page 6 for full report). The Junior Choir's performance of ‘Jesus kind above all other’ was beautifully sung at the Crib Service on 13th December. The children in the congregation and the junior choristers dressed the crib. They joined with the adult choir for the service of Nine Lessons and Carols, and sang their special own contribution: ‘The Gift’, celebrating God’s Christmas gift of Jesus1, in a setting dedicated to the Junior Concert choir, and premiered at the ‘Music and Merriment’ concert.  Rehearsals continue at 7pm on Thursdays in St Mary's Church before the adult choir rehearsals 7:30pm.  Lesley Philpot St Mary’s Women’s Guild The Guild thanked Audrey de Verinne, Alex Jolly and Jean Spratley for carrying the Guild Banner at the Remembrance service. They also thanked Mrs Potter for arranging the poppies in the Church. Erica Davies, ex Bell Ringer, once again ensured the crib figures were in good order for the Crib service on 13th December.  Joan Doughty advised that the Christmas tree would be decorated on Friday 4th December and the decorations taken down after the service of Holy Communion on Sunday 3rd January. Joan, Joyce Shepherd and June Trainor offered to dress the tree. Those members providing mince pies for the Christmas concert were thanked. This year the short Christmas service of prayers and readings conducted by Mary Knight took place in the hall. Members also sang carols with piano accompaniment. Refreshments at the December meeting included Joan Doughty's delicious Christmas cake. The next meeting of the Guild is at 2:30pm on Tuesday 2nd February in St Mary’s church (because of the road works at Lock’s Ride). The Revd Huw Mordecai will talk about Jane Austen. Lesley Philpot                                                  
1 The full text of Marian Caragounis’ poem is given on page 18. 
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SERVICES ACROSS THE PARISH Snow Policy: In the event of snowfall accompanied by severe-weather warnings that makes travel difficult, services will be cancelled if necessary. The decision will be made at 6pm for morning services the following day and 12 noon for evening services that day. If in doubt, ring your church warden. 
Easter Day is on 27th March this year. St Mary’s – February services 
Feb Day Time Form of service By 

7 Sunday next before Lent 

9:30am Messy Church Clergy 
11am Holy Communion  Clergy 
12:45pm Baptism Clergy 
12:45pm Baptism Clergy 
12:45pm Baptism Clergy 

10 Ash Wednesday 11am Holy Communion Clergy 
14 1st Sunday in Lent 

8am Holy Communion BCP Clergy 
9:30am Family Praise  Lay 
11am Family Matins Lay 

21 2nd Sunday in Lent 9:30am 5 Lessons and Carols Lay 
11am Holy Communion (BCP) Clergy 

28 3rd Sunday in Lent 
8am Holy Communion Clergy 
9:30am Family Praise Lay 
11am Alternative Carols Lay 

The Mothering Sunday service on 6th March take place at 10am, combining the 9:30am and 11am congregations. A short said BCP communion follows. St Martin’s, Chavey Down – February services 
Feb Day Time Form of service By 
7 Sunday next before Lent 9:30am Family/All age  □ Lay 
14 1st Sunday in Lent 9:30am Holy Communion Clergy 
21 2nd Sunday in Lent 9:30am Morning Prayer Lay 
28 3rd Sunday in Lent 9:30am Holy Communion Clergy 
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St Peter’s, Cranbourne – February services 
Feb Day Time Form of service By 
7 Sunday next before Lent 8am Holy Communion (BCP) Clergy 11am SPAS Family/All Age Lay 10 Ash Wednesday 7:30pm Holy Communion  Clergy 
14 1st Sunday in Lent 

11am Holy Communion (BCP) Clergy 12:45pm Baptism Clergy 1:30pm Baptism Clergy 12:45pm Baptism Clergy 
21 2nd Sunday in Lent 8am Holy Communion (BCP) Clergy Clergy 11am Morning Prayer Lay 28 3rd Sunday in Lent 11am Holy Communion (BCP) Lay Note on Service Leaders: Where ‘clergy’ is shown – this will be a visiting clergy. Where ‘lay’ is shown, this includes: Stuart Ager, Mary Knight, Jacki Thomas, and Mike Thomas. Winkfield Row Methodist Church - February 
How to find the Winkfield Row Methodist Church: We are located in Winkfield Row opposite Lambrook  School: Winkfield Row, Bracknell RG42 6NE.  Telephone: 01344 411417 
Morning worship 10:30am (unless stated). All are welcome! February services: 
No information is available. Please enquire at the telephone number given above. 
 
 
 
 Flowers & Cleaning Rotas St Mary’s – February 2016 
Dates  Flowers Feb 5th  Doreen Potter Feb 12th and 19th  Jane Hodgson and Anna Clayton – LENT memorial table only 
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Dates  Flowers Feb 26th & Mar 4th  26 and Mar 4 – Penny Cardwell –  LENT memorial table only 
 St Martin’s – February 2016 

Dates  Flowers Cleaning 7th Feb Mrs Zerelli and Mrs Randall Mrs Luff 14th Feb Mrs Timbrell and Mrs Phillips Mrs Crane 21st Feb MrsTimbrell and Mrs Phillips Mrs Crane 28th Feb Mrs Bunker. Mrs M Smith Mrs Paramour Appeal for Flower arrangers for St Martins – see page 13! What’s on in February 2015 Regular events 
Day Event 

Mondays not including Bank Holidays 

Ascot Bridge Club – Chavey Down, Ascot. For more information please call David Calcutt on 886412, or visit the web site www.ascotbridge.org.uk Pilates with Amanda Mann at St Martin’s Church from 9:30-10:30am & 10:45-11:45am. Visit the website: www.amandamann.uk.com or email info@amandamann.uk.com or call Amanda on 07767 816499 Ballet With Victoria Lyons at St Peters Hall. For more information call 638538. Ascot Yoga 7:45-9pm at Carnation hall. Visit www.ascotzumba.co.uk for more info or contact Flo Young on 07711077038 email Flo@ascotzumba.co.uk Mondays not including Bank Holidays 
Fun Adult Jive Classes at King Edwards Hall, SL5 8PD. Contact Debra on 07748 391776 or email  john@jive-cats.co.uk 

Tuesdays  Short Mat Bowls at Carnation Hall at 7pm. For more information please ring 882137 and 301158  2nd Tuesday of the month  St Mary’s Women’s Guild meeting (normally at St Martin’s Church Hall) at 2:30pm. This month at St Mary’s church!! 
Wednesdays 

EXTEND – fun, fitness & movement classes for the over-60s. 10:30-11:30am at St Martin’s Church Hall, SL5 8RR. Please contact Elizabeth Wright AISTID tel: 883078 or email: lizziewright25@hotmail.com 
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Day Event Zumba gold class at St Peter’s church hall 7-8pm Pilates classes at Carnation Hall: Contact Rebecca on 0774 860 3145, email: pilatesascot@btinternet.com or visit www.pilatesascot.co.uk. 
2nd Wednesday of the month 

Ascot Horticultural Society meets at 7:45pm in King Edward’s Hall, North Ascot (unless otherwise stated). All welcome. Admission: members £1.00 and visitors £2.50. Details on www.ascothorticulturalsociety.org.uk or call Peter Cleare on 01344 622086. 

Thursdays 

Indoor carpet bowling (no skill required) 2pm to 3:30pm at St Peter’s church The Carnation Badminton Club plays on Thursdays at Carnation Hall, 8-10pm. New members welcome. Ballroom and Latin American dance classes, at the British Legion Hall in Hatchet Lane, Cranbourne, Pay as you go. To find out more, call 621353 or e-mail dancejanet@hotmail.com 1st Friday of the month Pebbles at 10:30am - a new praise time for pre-schoolers and their parents/carers, with stories, songs and prayers at St Peter’s Church, Hatchet Lane, Cranbourne SL4 2EG. Please contact Paula Liverseidge 07584 375386 or email paula_liverseidge@hotmail.com Other events  
Day Feb Event Time/place 
Tues 2 St Mary’s Women’s Guild (p8) 2:30pm at St Mary’s Church  Thu 4 World Ship Society: the Branch Photographic Competition will be followed by Alan Woolfenden’s Southampton update plus the Traditional Thames Boat Rally. Carnation Hall 7:45 for 8pm. All welcome  
Sat 6 Baptism Preparation 9:30am at St Mary’s 
Mon 15 Chavey Down WI (see page 5) 7:45pm in St Martins Church  
4th March: Maidens Green Society AGM – see page 5 
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More news from around the parish Friends of St Mary’s Winkfield 
Since the Friends’ launch in October 2015, they have: 
 Run the very successful and acclaimed ‘Music and Merriment’ concert in St Mary’s Church, which will have raised more than £900 when Gift Aid has been repaid;  Made a £200 donation to the PCC for the restoration of St Mary’s Family Praise musical items. 
More fund-raising events are planned for 2016, and we expect to contribute significantly to restoration of the organ and other important renovations, especially to the church electrics. 
It is easy to become a member of the Friends, and to take part in the important mission of conserving our beloved church for future generations. Do be in touch with us! 
Lesley Philpot (Tel 427560 or email lesleyphilpot@btinternet,com) Pirates And Flappers Needed For Spotlight's Silver Jubilee 
Following their sell out Christmas concert "Ballads and Baubles", the Spotlights Musical Theatre Group (SMTG) have started preparing for their Silver Jubilee show, ‘The Pirates of Penzance’ by Gilbert and Sullivan.  
And they need new performing members! 
“We want the show to be community theatre at its best", says Serena Kay, the groups music director, and are looking for new members to be on stage and perform with us".  
The SMTGs production of the best loved Gilbert and Sullivan will be entirely new and set in the 1920s and have loads of opportunities for everyone to get involved and have a fun time. 
"It's a great show", says Serena, "with comic Pirates, cowardly policemen, enthusiastic flappers, a major general who really should know better and an apprentice Pirate and young woman getting it together against all the odds in the midst of much hilarity and mayhem".  
And is the SMTG just looking for seasoned 
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performers? "Not at all, says Serena. "If you find yourself singing in the bath, shower, car and around the house and would like a Monday night out rehearsing with friendly like-minded people then the SMTG could be your new musical fun night out in 2016" 
"We are a friendly inclusive bunch" says Serena "who enjoy being together, singing together and socialising together so why not give us, and ‘Pirates’, a go and come along?"  
The SMTG will perform "The Pirates of Penzance" at the Rose Theatre, part of St Mary's School, in Ascot during the week commencing 17th July 2016 as part of their jubilee year celebrations. They rehearse on Mondays at 8pm (Wednesdays too, nearer the show) at Cheapside Village Hall. If you are interested, please get in touch with the group's secretary Sheila Knight on 01784 483203 and sheila@tonysheila.plus.com, or just come along on the night. You will be made most welcome. More information on our website: 
www.spotlights.mtg.co.uk 
John Woodward-Roberts (woodwardroberts@hotmail.co.uk@hotmail.co.uk) Flower arrangers for St Martins 
St Martin’s are looking for two flower arrangers to replace Mrs. Sue Greenfield and Mrs.Penny Sawdon. We are so grateful to these two ladies, who have dealt with flowers regularly for many years. Sue has now moved and Penny is living at Sunninghill, although she has stayed on the rota for many years.  
Thank you Sue and Penny for your long services, being not only on the committee for the restoration of St Martin’s Hall, but also avid fund raisers  
Having recently read through old magazines it is impossible to record everyone who worked for St Martin’s since 1997. Please contact Ruth Timbrell if you are willing to give flower arranging a try at St Martin’s. 
I spent a greater part of the Christmas break reading through old Parish Mags (I will be depositing these at the Record Office sometime in Jan/Feb). What a wealth of information they contain: from it I could prepare our own New Year's Honours List containing names of our most worthy helpers. 
Simon Baynes would be recommended for his books, writings and words of wisdom. Anthony Stevens also put in tremendous work for the Parish, so did Church wardens, magazine editors, printers, collators and so on. Some of the articles are so interesting even if now just a past memory! 
What a useful history book the Magazine is! 
Ruth Timbrell 882068 
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Thoughts of all sorts Loud and Clear! 
A thought for our super band of readers at St Mary’s: the famous oak columns may have something to do with it but it’s sometimes the case that the carefully-prepared pieces read from the lectern are muffled or even inaudible. It’s perhaps especially important therefore to remember to tweak the easily-adjustable, bendy microphone to one’s height. Just trying to help readers and listeners! 
Patricia Powell The Parish Magazine 
Wander into most churches and you are almost certain to see a Parish Magazine and this is certainly true at St Martin’s and St Mary’s. 
For very many years the parishes of Cranbourne, Winkfield and Warfield had a combined magazine, size 10inches by 8inches (quarto), the only difference being in the cover, otherwise containing the same information. 
Whilst this seemed to work satisfactorily most of the time, it occasionally caused some friction when the Vicar in one parish wanted something advertised early in the month, or a special event to be announced, only to find that the other parishes had not sent their copy into the printers on time. The printer usually found himself carrying the blame. The number of magazines printed was about 150 copies for Cranbourne and Warfield, and 450 for Winkfield. When a Winkfield Vicar “persuaded” the Parochial Church Council to give a “free” copy to every household in the parish, the numbers increased considerably. Eventually this was stopped, and parishioners were advised that, if they wanted to continue receiving the magazine monthly, they would have to pay for it. Many continued to carry on receiving it (and still do). 
Then the parishes decided to produce their own magazine. Winkfield obtained a duplicator , which was installed in St Martin’s Church Hall; and for many months it turned out the “Parish Mag”. As this machine was wearing out and the offer came of a litho machine, this was inspected and accepted. It seemed in fairly good condition, so the PCC agreed to buy it. 
On one rather miserable night, several members of the congregation arranged to move it to replace the duplicator. Mounted on a trolley it was pushed from Chavey Down Road along Priory Road into Church Road, accompanied by some grunting and grumbling, plus a few unmentionable words – especially when it nearly fell off the trolley. 
Once installed, it did not seem to be in quite as good condition as was expected, but with time and effort spent on it, particularly by Brian Cox (who 
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sometimes went home with more ink on his shirt than on the paper), it produced a good publication. 
On Friday evenings, once a month, a regular team of about 6 or 8 parishioners would meet in St Martins hall to collate, staple and fold the magazine ready for distribution the following Sunday to every house in Winkfield: about 1,700 copies. 
Now in the print room at the hall there stands a modern clean printing machine with all the latest technology, which is much faster, and far more economic with ink. 
A. G. Butcher/Brian Cox B is for Benediction and Beatitude 
Our word ‘benediction’ comes from the Latin word benedico which means literally ‘I speak well’. A benediction is a solemn invocation of God’s blessing, and is a frequent practice in Christian like and worship. ‘Goodbye is an abbreviation of ‘God be with you’, which, of course, is a benediction. The first word of many Latin prayers was benedicite, meaning ‘bless you’ or ‘may you be blessed’, so that it was commonly used as a grace or blessing. It was so common a term in the Middle Ages that it was used as an expression of astonishment; hence, in Chaucer’s ‘Canterbury Tales’ (the Knight’s Tale) 

“The God of love, ah benedicite, How mighty and great a lord is he! … “ 
From the 6th century, the word has been used as a man’s name, made particularly popular by St Benedict of Nursia, who founded the order of monks at Monte Cassino that was to take his name. By the end of the 16th century, the name Benedick had come to mean a sworn bachelor caught in the snares of matrimony, after the character of that name in Shakespeare’s play ‘Much Ado About Nothing’, about which more later. 
Which brings me to Beatitude. 
Beatitude is another word of Latin origin: beatitas, meaning ‘blessedness.’ The term ‘The Beatitudes’ refers to those pronouncements of Christ in the ‘Sermon on the Mount’ (St Matthew verses 3-11): 
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of Heaven. … ”  
Close in sound and origin is our word ‘beatify’ from the Latin word beatus, meaning ‘blessed’. The word is used to signify the first step of canonisation, the making of a saint. As ‘Benedict’ from benedicite became a popular male name, so ‘Beatrice’ (or ‘Beatrix’) from beatus became a popular female name. It is part of the humour of ‘Much Ado About Nothing’ that Shakespeare’s hero is called ‘Benedick’ (‘may you be blessed’), and the heroine is called ‘Beatrix’ 
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(‘blessed’). Though both are avowed bachelors at the start of the play, by the end they are truly blessed in marriage to one another. 
A story is told of a wandering preacher who sold his horse to a cowboy. He explained to the cowboy that he was of an ecumenical nature, and had taught his horse to respond to both Latin and English commands. Thus, to get the horse to move, you had to say ‘bless you’, and to get it to stop, you had to say ‘benedicite’. The cowboy soon discovered this to be true, and had a happy relationship with the horse, until one day he was being carried at speed towards a precipitous cliff. In a state of panic, the cowboy tried several prayers, but the horse would not stop. At the last second, he shouted ‘benedicite!’ and the horse dutifully stopped. The cowboy looked over the edge of the cliff, mopped his brow, patted the horse’s neck, and said ‘bless you!’ 
Which suggests the perhaps we should consider carefully before uttering a benediction. 
Mendicant Questions that can’t be answered by Google  
A friend sent me an illustrated version of signs seen outside churches, which are both amusing and meaningful: 

 Hoot if you love Jesus; text while driving if you want to meet Him.  Church parking – trespassers will be baptised.  Whoever is praying for snow, please stop!   How do we make holy water? We boil the hell out of it!  What is missing from CH..CH?  U R.  Adam blamed Eve, Eve blamed the snake and the snake didn’t have a leg to stand on.  Every day above ground is a good one.  The best vitamin for a Christian is B1.  Try our Sundays – they are better than Baskin-Robbins’.   You are not too bad to come in; you are not too good to stay out.  Can’t sleep? Try counting your blessings. 
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 Try Jesus. If you don’t like Him, the devil will always take you back.  Aspire to inspire before you expire.   Where will you be sitting in eternity? Smoking? Or non-smoking?  Under same management for over 2,000 years. Patricia Powell The Gift by Marion Caragounis 
Marian Caragounis’ touching poem joins the ideas of Christmas and Easter. The first verse, dealing with Christmas, was the text used in Anthony Hodson’s Christmas song ‘The Gift’, dedicated to the Junior Concert Choir for the Music and Merriment concert on 5/12/15, and sung beautifully by them there at its concert premiere./ 
The Gift was wrapped in swaddling clothes And in a manger laid, A helpless baby lying there The love of God portrayed. The world was dark and quiet, but The angels couldn’t keep Their silence any longer as They watched the nation sleep –  They broke the sky with glory light,  Their praises rang out clear, They told the watchful shepherds ‘Look  The Gift of God is here. You’ll find Him in a manger and One day He’ll grow to be The Saviour you’ve been waiting for –  The Lord and Christ is He!’  
The Gift was nailed upon a tree  And on His bleeding head  The emblem of His Kingship was  A crown of thorns stained red.  No sound from angel witnesses  As men roared out their scorn,  They knew the Saviour’s time had come –  The reason He’d been born.  The gift of God was life for men,  But first that Life must die –  And Christmas merged with Easter as  The cross was lifted high.  

Marion Caragounis is an English poet living in Greece. She writes “I was born in London and started writing poetry from a tender age. I write about nature, London and personal experiences relating to the Christian life’. 
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On the art of drinking well 
The Rectory, St James the Least of All 
My dear Nephew Darren 
You closed your last letter with the remark that it was time to retire to bed with a cup of cocoa. That may be all very well for the pious intensity of a theological college - although a stiff whisky was always acceptable in my day - but it is not a style to continue once in the parish. I do feel obliged to give you a few hints about what should and should not be drunk in public as a parish priest. 
Morning visits are to be discouraged, but if one is unavoidable, and you are invited to have a drink, then it has to be coffee. It is the only time of day when a mug is acceptable - provided, of course, that it is china. In the afternoons one changes to tea, but only from cups. Blended varieties may be all very well for Curates in their first year, but it should be Darjeeling for an incumbent. Fruit teas are for Quakers only.  
If an inappropriate vessel is offered, then the drink should be accepted, but left untouched. Since the visit will be discussed in the finest detail throughout the parish the moment you have left, your host will soon learn why and not make the same error a second time. It is for the same reason that if you ever want to circulate a piece of news round the parish as quickly as possible, never put it in the parish magazine, just mention it casually during one of your visits. Everyone will know by tea time. 
Alcoholic drinks must be carefully judged. A sherry - dry, naturally - is probably best if you are invited to lunch. In the early evening a gin and tonic would be the drink of choice. To ask for whisky would indicate that you are about to go over to Rome, and a mineral water that you have your roots in non-conformity. Beer is never drunk in someone’s house unless you suffer from some personal tragedy, such as being the diocesan youth chaplain. 
However an occasional beer in the pub with the bell-ringers (who will be real ale fanatics to a man) or after choir practice - which seems to be the real purpose of holding practices anyway - or as a treat for the sacristan, will show you are a man of the people. It is some years since I visited the pub. 
Understanding wine should be taught at every theological college as an essential part of the ministry. Develop a taste for claret, dear boy, and you will be starting your journey towards high office. 
And perhaps you should give that tin of cocoa to the verger. Your loving uncle, 
Eustace 
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Children’s Corner  
 
 
  

HYMNS 
When you come to church you hear hymns. Hymns are songs of praise to God. Some are very old and some, like the ones you may sing at school, are new.  
Have you ever wondered who wrote the hymns we sing? For example, one hymn writer was Mrs Cecil Frances Alexander, the wife of the Bishop of Londonderry. She wrote a book called ‘Hymns for Little Children’ which was dedicated to her godchildren. The book was published in 1848 and contained hymns that we know well today; ‘All Things Bright and Beautiful’, ‘Once in Royal David’s City’ and ‘There is a Green Hill Far Away’.  
It is said that she wrote the last hymn because of the view from the Bishop’s palace. The house looked out over the city walls to the green hills in the distance. So the words we sing today come from the view that Mrs Alexander had from her window. 

HYMN TITLES 
All the following hymn titles have some words missing – can you fill in the blanks? All the hymns are from Mission Praise and the answers are below. 
1. While ________ watched 
2. Lead us, ______   ______, lead us. 
3. Away in a ______ 
4. Forty days and ______   ______ 
5. Hark! The ______   ______ sing 
6. ______   has broken 
7. ______ night, ______ night 
8. There is a ______   ______ far away 
9. We plough the ______ and scatter 
10. Amazing _______ 

 
Didn’t your teacher say your singing was heavenly? 
Well, she did say it was like nothing on earth. 

 
Answers: 1.While shepherds watched 2.Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us 3.Away in a manger 4.Forty days and forty nights 5.Hark, the herald angels sing 6.Morning has broken 7.Silent night, holy night 8.There is a green hill far away 9.We plough the fields and scatter 10.Amazing Grace.
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