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A VIEW FROM THE VICARAGE
Leaving, Loss and New Beginnings
After his resurrection Jesus says something that comes across as slightly 
odd, or at least rather abrupt. He says to Mary ‘do not hold onto me’ (John 
20:17 NIV). ‘Do not hold to me’ or ‘do not touch me’ (KJV). It sounds 
almost as if he is dismissing Mary, pushing her away and not wanting her 
to be around. This doesn’t sound like the Jesus we know so why would he 
say this, especially to someone as traumatised as Mary was at that moment?
As usual, commentators have their own ideas; but one explanation is that 
Mary is not just touching Jesus but “clinging” to him. Astonished at what 
she saw and heard, it is likely that Mary fell at Jesus’ feet and was holding 
onto him for dear life because she thought he was dead. Holding on so 
tightly because, after the horror of Good Friday, she does not want to let 
him go ever again.
Understanding events this way, it is easy to see why Jesus would say, 
probably gently, “Do not hold on to me”. He probably meant something 
like, “Mary, you do not have to cling to me, I have not yet ascended to 
heaven. I’ll be here for a little while longer.” 
It was only a little while longer though, just 40 days. Jesus could have 
stayed. He could have comforted all those who were upset, gone round all 
his family and friends, and even rocked into the Chief Priest’s house and 
said “Ha, bet you thought that you’d seen the last of me!”.
But, of course, he didn’t. To those who had eyes to see and ears to hear, he 
greeted, shared peace, and then gave them the task he had begun. He left 
his mission with the disciples, this rag tag bunch of men and women who 
were new to faith, unqualified, mostly uneducated and definitely 
inexperienced, because he trusted that, by faith, they would take the Good 
News of great joy to all nations.
And then he left them. Do not hold on.
These are of course poignant words as I have announced my resignation 
from the Benefice of Winkfield and Cranbourne and have accepted the 
post of Team Rector of the Chalke Valley. I have served six years as your 
vicar and they have, in most respects, been extraordinary years. However 
now is the time for letting go and it works both ways. I have to let go of 
you knowing my work here is done and that, with God’s grace, you have 
all you need to step confidently into the future. You will see me off 
knowing that, with God’s grace, you have given me the precious gift of a 
shared journey that will nourish my ministry in the years to come.
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My last Sunday in the Benefice will be May 31st and I will be licensed in 
the Chalke Valley on the 7th July. More details of all the events will be on 
our website.
Catherine Blundell
April 2015

A note from the Editors
This is not the moment to comment on the news that Catherine will be 
leaving us. There will be time enough for that over the next few months, as 
we all adjust to a life in our church community that has changed shape. 
Catherine herself, in her piece, has put all this into a perspective that we 
need to digest and ponder – wise words indeed.
So, for once, the editors will be quiet, to leave each of us to our own 
thoughts and prayers, for ourselves, each other, for our church and its 
community, and for Catherine and her family as they prepare for a 
momentous move.

From the Registers
Congratulations to the following couples, married recently:
Emily Bull & David Mills at St Mary’s Winkfield on Saturday 4th April 2015

Bits and Pieces
Office opening hours (Friday closed): 
Mondays: 9:30am to 12:30pm
Tuesdays: 9:30am to 12:30pm

Wednesdays: 9:30am to 3:30pm 
Thursdays: 9:30am to 12:30pm

Contact info
Church Office: c/o St Martin’s Church, Church Road, Chavey Down, 
SL5 8RR Phone: 01344 882933 
Website: www.winkfieldandcranbourne.org.uk 
email: admin@winkfieldandcranbourne.org.uk
If you are arranging an event please contact Alison Burt in the Church 
Office so that it can be noted in the Church diary and mentioned on the 
website. Alison will endeavour to keep track of activities and timings etc. 
You may view event details on the website given above.
Morning office (daily prayers) – Everyone is welcome to attend.
Tuesdays: 9:15am, usually Mary Knight, will be at St Martin’s
Fridays: 9:30am, usually Catherine Blundell, will be at St. Peter’s
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Events, Notices and Dates for your Diaries
The deadline for articles etc. for the June edition is 10th May 2015. The 
collation date is 29th May.

Chavey Down Association AGM
The 53rd Annual General Meeting of this Association will take place at 7
for 7:30pm on Friday 15th May at St. Martin’s hall. Members, residents of 
Chavey Down, especially new residents, and invited guests are welcome.
Ruth Timbrell Secretary

Chavey Down Association Outing to Portsmouth
This year's Chavey Down Association outing is to Portsmouth; it will take 
place on 25th June, leaving Scots Mews at 9am; there will also be a pick up 
at Locks Ride at 9:10am approx.
Fares this year will be Free for paid-up C.D.A. members, £7.00 for paid-up 
Bingo members, and £14.00 for non-members. Please ring Tina Chapman 
on 883815 to book seats, or for more information.

Table top Sale for the Royal British Legion 9th May 2015

The Women’s Section of the Cranbourne and Winkfield Branch of the 
Royal British Legion are holding a table top sale on Saturday 9th May 
commencing at 10am until 1pm. Tables are for hire at £5 each. The sale 
will be held in the Royal British Legion Hall, Cranbourne. Tables must be 
pre-booked.
The Women’s Section are also having a Cake Stall (the cakes are all 
homemade) at the forthcoming May Day Fair. Please do come and visit us!
Wendy Sivyer, Secretary. 01344 890716

Popel’s Cottages Almshouse Vacancy
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Chavey Down War Memorial Fund Raising Tea Party 
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Magna Carta Service on 14th June 2015
There will be a special service to commemorate the 800th Anniversary of 
the Sealing of Magna Carta; this will take place on Sunday June 14 at 
3:30pm in St Mary's church.
The Clergy will lead the opening and closing sections, the former including 
an introductory hymn, confession, absolution, Lord’s Prayer and the 
Kyrie’s. The conclusion will contain intercessions, a blessing, the final 
hymn and the dismissal.
The main body of the service will follow a repeated pattern of sections 
featuring a reading, a hymn, a piece of scripture and a choir item.
Each section will focus on a specific theme related to Magna Carta, in 
particular those clauses still in 
force today that ensure the 
autonomy of the Church, the 
liberties of the City of London, 
the rights of an innocent 
person to freedom and the 
entitlement of an individual to 
fair judgement and justice.
Additional sections will 
highlight the whole concept of 
a charter per se and also the 
decision to form a council for 
overseeing its enforcement. 
The choice of hymns, 
readings, scripture passages 
and choir items will illustrate 
the various strands in the 
service; the choir items will be 
replaced by a handbell piece 
and there will be a children’s 
contribution when 
appropriate. The tower 
bellringers will also take part.
The general tone of the service 
is intended to be both 
celebratory and informative, with historical links to Richard the Lionheart 
and the Crusades being mentioned, as well as legendary figures such as 
Robin Hood and the Knights of the Round Table.
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Chavey Down Women's Institute report for May
Our May meeting takes place on Monday 18th May in St Martins Church 
Hall. This is our resolutions meeting, at which some of the resolutions 
being put forward will be discussed and voted on.
After that, we will have a demonstration on green wood craft by Chris 
Allen which, I am sure, will be most interesting.
If you are interested in joining then please come along as a visitor and give 
us a try, where a warm welcome awaits you.

Janey Bethune-Williams 883854

Chavey Down Women's Institute report for April
We apologise for accidentally omitting last months report. Here it is. Eds

Our April meeting will be held on Monday 20th April in St Martins Church 
Hall at 7:45pm. This is our members evening to celebrate the centenary of 
the WI, and also the 40th birthday of our own institute.
Members will be talking on when and why they joined the WI and what 
they think they have got from it.
Also on Monday 27th the Bailiwick group meeting will take place in St 
Martins Hall, where Jean Shepherd, a WI advisor, will talk on the history 
of the WI.
May is the beginning of our new program year so if you are thinking of 
joining us now is a good time. We will again be having a stall at the May 
Day fair, which is one of our main fund raisers for the year.
Mary Knight has now stepped down from being our president after many 
many years. She has done a fantastic job and we are very grateful to her for 
all that she has done.
Janey Bethune-Williams 883854

Relay For Life event at Ascot Race Course on July 18th

Plans for this year's Relay For Life event at Ascot Race Course on July 18th

are well under way. 32 teams have already registered to take part and are 
actively fundraising. We have room for about 10 more teams if anyone 
locally is interested in this amazing event. We are also inviting anyone 
who has ever had a cancer diagnosis and is at any stage of their cancer 
journey to join us for the Opening Ceremony and Survivor's Lap of 
Honour. 
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This is a very important part of our Relay, and the Lap of Honour reminds 
everyone why we Relay through the night and why it is worth investing in 
research into cancer treatments and prevention. Afterwards we invite you 
and your guest to join us for a vintage tea party as the event gets underway. 
The walking stops at 10pm for the moving Candle of Hope Ceremony, 
when we remember those lost to cancer, and we line the track with 
hundreds of dedicated candles. If you wish to register a team, register as
survivor or dedicate a Candle of Hope to a loved one please go to our 
website www.relayforlifeascot.co.uk where you will find easy links to what 
you need. If you are not an internet user you are very welcome to contact 
the volunteer organiser Rose Dalton (address and telephone number 
below).
We are now thrilled to announce this year's party fundraiser of a 
Rock'n'Roll evening with an Elvis Tribute Act, dancing and buffet at The 
Frimley Hall Hotel on June 20th. Ticket enquiries or any items you might 
have to donate to the raffle should be made to me at the address below. As 
with everything we do - all proceeds to Cancer Research UK.
Finally, we have been overwhelmed with the response to 'knit a mile of 
purple scarves for cancer.' We now have a date of May 10th when we hope 
to display the scarves along the straight mile of Ascot Race Course -
viewing from the Heath - weather permitting! Heartfelt thanks to all those 
who are busy knitting and if you could let me have the scarves by May 7th 
they will be counted and included as part of the mile. We will then begin 
selling them locally to raise vital funds! I am happy to collect if necessary.
Rose Dalton 
36a North Road, Chavey Down SL5 8RP or telephone 07799114868.

News from around the Parish
St Martins War Memorial 
Fund-raising for the next few months is the Committee's priority. We need 
to raise the final £1.800. We will be in attendance at the St Peter's Garden 
Party on 9th May; more details are to be found elsewhere in this magazine. 
We shall be staging a raffle in the Church porch on the day, and any prizes 
for this would be welcome. Contact Ruth Timbrell 882068 or Adrian Hoare 
883330. 
Also, if anyone can provide some small tea cakes or a sponge, that would be 
great. Any surplus will be sold afterwards. Please support this event and 
others being planned.
Ruth Timbrell
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SERVICES ACROSS THE PARISH
NOTE. Holy Communion, Holy Matrimony and Baptisms services are 
taken by Clergy (normally the Vicar). Other services may be taken by Lay 
or Clergy. Lay ministers include: Stuart Ager, David Blundell, Paula 
Darrall, Mary Knight, Jacki Thomas, and Mike Thomas. Service 
information given below is correct at time of going to print – but please 
check the website for up-to-date information!

St Mary’s – May services
May Day Time Service

3 5th Sunday of Easter
9:30am Messy Church
11am Holy Communion (BCP)

10 6th Sunday of Easter

8am Holy Communion (BCP)
9:30am Family Praise
11am Family Matins
3:30pm Sung Evensong (Chris Cromar)

14 Ascension Day 11am Holy Communion (BCP)

17 7th Sunday of Easter
9:30am Family Praise
11am Holy Communion (BCP)

24 Pentecost
8am Holy Communion (BCP)
9:30am Family Praise
11am Holy Communion (BCP)

31 Trinity Sunday
8am Holy Communion (BCP)
9:30am Family Praise
11am Matins

St Martin’s, Chavey Down – May services
May Day Time Service
3 5th Sunday of Easter 9:30am Family Service
10 6th Sunday of Easter 9:30am Holy Communion
17 5th Sunday of Easter 9:30am Morning Prayer

24 Pentecost 9:30am Holy Communion
31 Trinity Sunday 9:30am Morning Prayer
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St Peter’s, Cranbourne – May services
May Day Time Service

3 5th Sunday of Easter
8am Holy Communion (BCP)
11am SPAS/All Together Service

10 6th Sunday of Easter 11am Holy Communion
14 Ascension Day 7:30pm Holy Communion

17 7th Sunday of Easter
8am Holy Communion (BCP)
11am Morning Prayer

24 Pentecost 11am Holy Communion 
31 Trinity Sunday 11am Morning Prayer

Winkfield Row Methodist Church - May
How to find the Winkfield Row Methodist Church:
We are located in Winkfield Row opposite Lambrook 
School: Winkfield Row, Bracknell RG42 6NE. 
Telephone: 01344 411417
Morning worship 10:30am (unless stated). All are welcome!

May services
3rd: Christine Morgan
10th: Tony King
17th: Holy Communion: Revd Jackie Case
14th: Irene Robinson
31st: Diana Middleditch

Flowers & Cleaning Rotas
St Mary’s – May 2015
Dates Flowers
1st May Jane Hodgson and Anna Clayton
8th and 15th May Jane Cullen and Penny Cardwell
22nd and 29th May Esther Bond and Doreen Potter
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St Martin’s – May 2015
Dates Flowers Cleaning
3rd May Mrs Fanning /Mrs Logan Mrs Jenkins
10th May Mrs Fanning /Mrs Logan Mrs Jenkins
17th May Mrs Atkinson Mrs Dickinson
24th May Mrs Sawdon/Mrs Greenfield Mrs Vicos
31st May Mrs Sawdon/Mrs Greenfield Mrs Vicos

What’s on in May 2015
NB. All content in these lists may be subject to change without notice.

Regular events
Day Event

Mondays not 
including Bank 
Holidays

Ascot Bridge Club – Chavey Down, Ascot. For more 
information please call David Calcutt on 886412, or visit 
the web site www.ascotbridge.org.uk
Pilates with Amanda Mann at St Martin’s Church from 
9:30-10:30am & 10:45-11:45am. Visit the website: 
www.amandamann.uk.com or email 
info@amandamann.uk.com or call Amanda on 07767 
816499
Ballet With Victoria Lyons at St Peters Hall. For more 
information call 638538.
Ascot Yoga 7:45-9pm at Carnation hall. Visit 
www.ascotzumba.co.uk for more info or contact Flo 
Young on 07711077038 email Flo@ascotzumba.co.uk

Mondays not 
including Bank 
Holidays

Fun Adult Jive Classes at King Edwards Hall, SL5 8PD. 
Contact Debra on 07748 391776 or email 
john@jive-cats.co.uk

Tuesdays Short Mat Bowls at Carnation Hall at 7pm. For more 
information please ring 882916 or 884553.

Wednesdays
EXTEND – fun, fitness & movement classes for the over-
60s. 10:30-11:30am at St Martin’s Church Hall, SL5 8RR. 
Please contact Elizabeth Wright AISTID tel: 883078 or 
email: lizziewright25@hotmail.com
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Day Event

Zumba gold class at St Peter’s church hall 7pm to 8pm
Pilates classes at Carnation Hall: Contact Rebecca on 
0774 860 3145, email: pilatesascot@btinternet.com or 
visit www.pilatesascot.co.uk.

2nd 
Wednesday of 
the month

Ascot Horticultural Society meets at 7:45pm in King 
Edward’s Hall, North Ascot (unless otherwise stated). All 
welcome. Admission: members £1.00 and visitors £2.50. 
Details on www.ascothorticulturalsociety.org.uk or call 
Peter Cleare on 01344 622086.

Thursdays

Indoor carpet bowling (no skill required) 2pm to 3:30pm 
at St Peter’s church
The Carnation Badminton Club plays on Thursdays at 
Carnation Hall, 8-10pm. New members welcome.
Ballroom and Latin American dance classes, at the British 
Legion Hall in Hatchet Lane, Cranbourne, Pay as you go. 
To find out more, call 621353 or e-mail 
dancejanet@hotmail.com

Other events
Day May Event Time/place
Sat 2 Baptism preparation 9:30am at St Mary’s church
Mon 4 Winkfield May Day Fair 12noon-4pm at Carnation Hall
Tues 5 St Mary’s Women’s Guild 2:30pm at St Martin’s Hall
Thur 7 Vicar’s Tea Party 2pm-3pm at St Peter’s church

Sat 9

Royal British Legion 
Spring Table-top Sale

10am-1pm Legion Hall

WW1 Tea Party for Chavey 
Down War Memorial Fund

2-4pm at St Peter’s Church. 
Please contact Alison Burt on 
01344 442799 or email 
as.burt@outlook.com

Sun 10 Sung Evensong 3:30pm at St Mary’s church

Fri 15 Chavey Down Association 
AGM

7 for 7:30pm at St Martin’s 
Church Hall
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Day May Event Time/place

18 Chavey Down Women’s 
Institute meeting

7:45pm at St Martin’s Church 
Hall

Sat 23 Holy Matrimony – Reddall 
& Elliott

2pm at St Mary’s

Sun 31
Holy Matrimony – Reid & 
Oldcorn

3pm at St Peter’s

Catherine Blundell’s last Sunday as Vicar of Winkfield

More news from around the Parish
St Mary’s Women’s Guild & the Sailor’s Church
The AGM took place at the April meeting. Mrs Whittington and Mrs 
Cullen were re-elected as Vice Presidents, Miss Jean Brown was re-elected 
as Minute Secretary, Mrs Trainor was re-elected as Treasurer and Mrs 
Philpot was re-elected as President. This meeting was held in St Martin's 
Church as the hall was being decorated. Our thanks to Mrs Knight for 
arranging the change of venue.
Mrs Potter was thanked for arranging the Posies for the Mothering Sunday 
service. Lady Bowden had returned to assist with the Posy preparation. Mrs 
Haines once again provided a delicious Simnel cake.
The excellent flower arrangers decorated the church magnificently for the 
Easter services.
The Guild is very grateful to Lady Bowden who agreed to speak at the 
meeting and her chosen subject was The Sailors' Church or the Little 
Church by the sea built on the quayside of Ramsgate Royal Harbour. Work 
on the harbour was completed in 1850 and was built to offer a safe haven 
for vessels in the English Channel and those sailing down from the North 
Sea. Ships could seek refuge from the gales likely to blow them on to the 
Goodwin Sands six miles out to sea and ten miles long. 
With the growth of the population in the 19th century came the 
proliferation of fishing boats or smacks as they were called and boys aged 
between 12 and 14 years old were apprenticed to the smacks. The boys 
were from very poor homes, the workhouse and were often orphans. 
The Reverend Canon Eustace Brenan, Vicar of Christ Church Ramsgate, 
saddened by these conditions, wanted to help these boys and so in 1878 the 
Harbour Church was built. The smack boys were housed in the two floors 
above the church until 1881 when a much larger building, The Smack Boys 



- 14 -

Home, was built. The church and home offered comfort and spiritual 
guidance to both the fishermen and the boys. 
In the early 20th century life changed for the smack boys as legislation did 
not allow them to go to sea so young however the fishing fleets increased as 
did the number of shipwrecks on the Goodwin Sands. Survivors were 
brought to the home and well over 3000 mariners from many countries 
were cared for without charge.
Between the wars, survivors with few or no clothes were kitted out and the 
fare home, to any part of the world, was paid. A local doctor was always on 
call.
In peace time the church was very active, with two services every Sunday, 
a choir and two Sunday schools. There was also a ladies working party with 
four sewing machines.
By the end of 1939 both ships and men had become victims of mines and 
the little church closed until the end of the war.
Between 26 May and 4 June 1940 Ramsgate witnessed the gathering of the 
flotilla of Little Ships, 700 privately owned boats that helped with the 
evacuation of troops stranded on the beaches of Dunkirk. By ferrying the 
soldiers from the shoreline to much larger vessels anchored out at sea some 
340,000 men were brought back.
Code named Operation Dynamo this year is the 75 Anniversary. To 
commemorate the evacuation of Dunkirk events will take place from 20 to 
25 May 2015. Many of the Little Boats are still seaworthy and they will 
gather at Teddington and sail down the Thames to Ramsgate accompanied 
by the Reverend Gordon Warren, Chaplain to the Sailors' Church. A 
service will be held on the quayside and the next day the boats will set sail, 
to be welcomed at Dunkirk. Lady Bowden hopes to be there.
Lady Bowden ended her fascinating talk with two prayers.
Future speakers:

 May 5 - Ann Whittington - Training and work as a Physiotherapist 
 June 2 - John Kimbell - Magna Carta
 July 7 - The Rev. Jennifer Jones - My life as an ordained priest
 August 4 - "At Home" at the home of Mr & Mrs Warren

The Guild meets on the 1st Tuesday of the month at 2:30pm in St Martin's 
Church Hall. All are welcome.
Lesley Philpot
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Winkfield Bell Ringers Ad

St Mary’s Bell Ringers
Again the bell ringers have been busy over the past few weeks.
On March 21st we visited the Whitechapel Bell Foundry for a really 
interesting and informative talk and tour. It was fascinating to learn how 
the bells were cast and to walk around an old establishment. This is such a 
popular event that we had to book it as soon as the dates were released to 
ensure that we got tickets – it was well worth the effort.
This was followed by a delicious pub lunch and then a visit to St. James 
Garlickhythe1 where we were permitted to ring the Jubilee Bells – the ones 
that were used on the barge during the Queens Jubilee in 2012. We felt 
very privileged, and enjoyed a whole hours ring on them.
On Palm Sunday the hand bell ringers were asked to perform during the 
service. We rang "Aura Lee" - better known as "Love Me Tender" – made 
famous by Elvis Presley who would have celebrated his 80th birthday this 
year. Well done to all the hand bell ringers on a brilliant performance, 
with thanks to Steven for stepping in at the last minute when we were a 
ringer short! Eds: we loved it!

As Holy week followed we did not ring the bells at all, but met up for an 
evening of 10 pin bowling instead - thanks to Tony for organising this 
event. It was great fun and Jonathan excelled himself by scoring 6 strikes in 
a row - obviously he was the outright winner!!
Remember to come and "GIVE IT A GO" on May 30th between 2-4pm. 
There will bean opportunity to try your hand at both hand and tower bell 
ringing - come alone or bring a friend or relative. As you can see we have a 
good social calendar as well!! There will be refreshments … .

                                                     
1 See the article on St James Garlickhythe on page 18.
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For tower-ringing enquiries contact Tony Bish : 01344-886087. For 
handbell ringing enquiries contact me: 01344-884071.
Jill Glennerster

St Mary’s Choir
What does it take to join the St Mary’s Choir? Enjoyment of singing is 
much more important than being able to read music (although that does 
help). We have room for all new voices, particularly men’s voices. New 
members are always welcome. Please contact:
Marian Stevens, tel: 882918 or email: Anthony.locksride@btinternet.com
The choir meets regularly on Thursday evenings with Maurice Rogers, who 
continues to increase the choir's repertoire. Rehearsals are now underway 
for Sung Evensong on 10th May at 3:30pm, with Chris Cromar once again 
returning to direct the choir.

St Mary's Junior Choir on Easter Sunday
The junior choir led the singing of the Introit "Alleluia, give thanks for the 
risen Lord" on Easter Sunday and then sang, beautifully, "The angel rolled 
the stone away" during the Communion.  
The choir is now rehearsing for Family Matins on Sunday 10 May, for 
Catherine's last 1100 hrs. service at St Mary's on May 24, for the Magna 
Carta service on June 14, and for Family Matins on July 12. Rehearsals, 
taken by Marilyn Rogers, are Thursdays 1900 hrs. in St Mary's Church.  For 
more information please contact Lesley Philpot 427561 or 
lesleyphilpot@btinternet.com

Easter Liturgy at Christ Church Cathedral Oxford 4/4/15
The congregation stood and faced the Cathedral door while the Bishop 
introduced the service. The Cathedral was in darkness. The Bishop lit the 
Easter candle, and led the procession to the centre of the Cathedral, where 
it was placed on a stand by the lectern; then all the candles were lit. The 
Deacon sang the Exsultet and the Bishop introduced the Easter Vigil. There 
were several readings and verses from the psalms, beautifully sung.
The Liturgy of Initiation followed with twenty four members presented to 
the congregation for confirmation. The twenty four were asked, by the 
Bishop, whether they had been baptised and whether they were ready to 
affirm their faith in Jesus Christ. The Bishop reminded the whole 
congregation of their baptismal vows. 
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The Bishop anointed each confirmation candidate with oil and addressed 
every one by name. Three members of St Mary's Winkfield were presented 
by Mary Knight. 
On Sunday 5th April our candidates attended their first Communion service 
at St Mary's Church, led by Father Paul McLaren-Cook. They were invited 
to take Communion before the rest of the congregation, and then led the 
procession, with their lit candles, at the end of the service.
What an honour and privilege to have attended both services!
Lesley Philpot

Thoughts of all sorts
Ebola in Sierra Leone
An article by Major Nell Light, RAMC, on her work in running a British 
Army team helping to control the Ebola virus in Sierra Leone has been 
deferred to the June issue, following instructions recently received by her.

Woodley Festival Concert & St Mary’s Christmas Concert 
If you want a uniquely entertaining and heart-warming two hours in late 
March, turn off the telly, and take yourself to one of the Finale Concerts 
for the Woodley Festival. You will be charmed by the youth and achieve-
ment of the performers, and you will wish to hear many of them again.
As talent spotter for the St Mary’s Christmas Concert, which will be on 5th 
December this year, I had a special motive in attending the 29/3/15 
concert. Our attendance at the main festival days earlier in March had 
pinpointed three performers that we really wanted you, our Christmas 
Concert audience, to hear – and all three of them were performing in one 
or other of the two finale concerts. I could only attend the second of these, 
but it was wonderful to enjoy in this concert so many outstanding talents, 
in addition to those we had already identified.
There were three outstanding young singers: Stephanie, all set for a career 
in music, whom we have already invited to sing at the concert. Much 
younger, and to be watched for, was Hannah, 11, who sang a Canadian folk 
tune in convincing C&W style. Rose, 10, took over a song from ‘Toy Story’ 
and really hit the pathos. Brothers Oliver and Stanley charmed with a vocal 
duet ‘You raise me up’, responding to each mood change with sensitive 
team-work. 
Instrumentalists were represented by harpist Laura, aged 13, all set to
master this difficult instrument, and Katie Mazur, a brilliant young 
violinist (and singer) already down for our concert. One young pianist, 
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Nikolai, 17, gave perhaps the outstanding performance of the afternoon. He 
played James P Johnson’s Carolina Shout, rag-time at its most flamboyant, 
with the striding left-hand and boisterous melody in perfect coordination, 
with jazzy rhythmic flurries shared by both hands. What talent!
The afternoon’s performances ended with the Bulmershe Ensemble, from 
Bulmershe School in the Young People’s Choir, Year 13 and under, who 
really got under the emotional skin of “All of me”, in a genre reminiscent 
of Gareth Malone’s work with Army Wives. A thoroughly enjoyable final 
number. We hope to include them too in our Christmas Concert
Another young person that we have asked to perform at our Christmas 
concert is brilliant young pianist Harvey 12, who played a Chopin Etude at 
the end of the first Finale Concert of the afternoon – an amazing talent.
The impressive fact is that all the young (and older) performers come from 
local communities in our area. It would be great if we could, in our own 
community, engage more with the opportunities, benefits, and sheer 
pleasure that the Woodley Festival provides, as it has always done. We all 
owe a huge debt of gratitude to the organisers (backed by Manning UK and 
their enthusiastic MD, Ann Manning), who provide a wonderful forum, 
year on year, for young people to see what they can do, and to be helped to 
develop their talent to the full.
Anthony Hodson

St James Garlickhythe 
Now, here is an interesting connection with the Bellringers’ article on 
page15! I know St James Garlickhythe well, because it is a beautiful Wren-
designed City of London church of which the Mercers of the City of 
London (of which I am a past-Master) are co-sponsors. (The living also 
takes in the church of St Andrew’s by the Wardrobe.) 
A dear friend, Rev’d John Paul, was Rector of St James (and St Andrew’s –
and also Chaplain to the Mercers’ Company) until 2000, but, very sadly, he 
soon succumbed to cancer. Before he retired, Margaret-Anne and I from 
time to time drove to St James on a Sunday morning for Sung Communion. 
At present, for reasons too complicated to go into, there is no Rector: 
instead there is a Priest in Charge, Rev’d Guy Treweek, who is doing a 
great job with the two churches. 
Guy is married to The Ven. Rachel Treweek, currently Archdeacon of 
Hackney. She has become very famous, as she has recently been selected to 
become the Bishop of Gloucester, and that will place her as our most senior 
female bishop – with a seat in the House of Lords (another first!).
Anthony Hodson
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On why people should ALWAYS sit in the same pew
From The Rectory
St. James the Least
My dear Nephew Darren
I have to say that the couple who complained that you never noticed they 
had been missing from church for a month had a point. There is a simple 
way of noticing when someone is absent: everyone sits in the same pew. 
Every Sunday. Always.
Little Miss Margison sits in the pew after the third pillar on the right here 
at St. James the Least. As she walks up the aisle, you can sense her counting 
the pillars until she reaches the right one, which then allows her to sit in 
front of it. I have speculated that if I ever had that pillar removed, then the 
following Sunday, she would have a complete mental collapse.  
One Sunday a visiting family arrived early and sat down; three people in an 
empty church seating 200. Colonel Wainwright and his wife were the first 
of our regulars to arrive and froze in horror.  The Colonel said in a 
deafening whisper to his wife:  “There’s someone sitting in our pew.”
At least they had the grace – no matter how reluctant – for one week, to sit 
somewhere else. Unlike the Prentice family of husband, wife and three 
children, who arrived to discover that a visiting family of husband, wife 
and four children were sitting in their pew; six people in a pew that held 
eight.  Or, it normally holds eight. That Sunday, it held thirteen.
We at least have one iconoclast in Miss Pemberton, who makes a point of 
sitting in a different place every week. This thoroughly unsettles the rest of 
the congregation, who fear she may sit in their seats during her nomadic
wanderings.  I sometimes wonder if she has a chart at home with all the 
pew spaces marked on it and she strikes one off each week as she returns 
home after Matins.
Occasionally the unexpected can happen. Mrs Cholmondeley arrived one 
week in good time, settled herself in her accustomed place, but half-way 
through the Service suddenly ran out of the building. Ten minutes later, 
she was back and in her usual place once again. It was only when the 
church filled with the smell of burned bacon that we understood.
That is why replacing pews with chairs in your church was a mistake. Pews 
can never be moved.  You know where everybody is – or should be!
Your loving uncle,
Eustace
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Children’s Corner

PENTECOST 24th May
Do you know what happened on the 
first Pentecost? On that day what 
really amazed all the people was that 
everyone there heard the message of 
the Good News in their own 
language. You can read about this in 
Acts, chapter 2.
How many languages can you speak? 
We all speak English but most of us 
know at least a few words in more 
than one language. I bet you know 
some French, even if it is only 
‘bonjour’ or ‘merci’, perhaps you 
know some Urdu, Spanish or Polish 
too.
There are so many languages in the 
world we couldn’t hope to learn 
more than a few of them – but Jesus 
knows our language… He can speak 
everyone else’s language too. His 
gospel can be translated into every 
possible dialect and tongue because, 
whatever words are used, that gospel 
is the same. It is for all people, 
everywhere. Jesus speaks to 
everyone in His own language.

P - QUIZ
All the answers in this Bible quiz 
begin with the letter P - can you 
find them all?
1. Paul wrote to the people of this 
town.
2. The Roman Governor who 
washed his hands.
3. Where the last book in the Bible 
was written.
4. Short stories Jesus told.
5. Goliath was one.
6. What Amos and Hosea were.
7. To begin with he was called Saul.
8. The Egyptian ruler who argued 
with Moses. 


Where would you look for a lost 
vicar?
The Bureau of Missing Parsons.
What is wet, round, and taste of 
peppermint?
Water Polo. 
What did the policeman say to the 
naughty frog?
Hop it.







Contents
A VIEW FROM THE VICARAGE ............................... 1

Leaving, Loss and New Beginnings.............................. 1
A note from the Editors................................................ 2

From the Registers ......................................................... 2
Congratulations to the following couples, married 
recently:......................................................................... 2

Bits and Pieces................................................................ 2
Office opening hours (Friday closed): ......................... 2
Contact info................................................................... 2

Events, Notices and Dates for your Diaries .................. 3
Chavey Down Association AGM ................................. 3
Chavey Down Association Outing to Portsmouth...... 3
Popel’s Cottages Almshouse Vacancy.......................... 3
Chavey Down War Memorial Fund Raising Tea Party4
Magna Carta Service on 14th June 2015 ....................... 5
Chavey Down Women's Institute report for May...... 7
Chavey Down Women's Institute report for April..... 7
Relay For Life event at Ascot Race Course on July 18th7

News from around the Parish ....................................... 8
St Martins War Memorial ............................................ 8

SERVICES ACROSS THE PARISH............................... 9
St Mary’s – May services .............................................. 9
St Martin’s, Chavey Down – May services.................. 9
St Peter’s, Cranbourne – May services....................... 10
Winkfield Row Methodist Church - May................. 10

How to find the Winkfield Row Methodist Church:
................................................................................... 10

May services ..............................................................10
Flowers & Cleaning Rotas............................................10

St Mary’s – May 2015..................................................10
St Martin’s – May 2015 ...............................................11

What’s on in May 2015................................................11
Regular events .............................................................11
Other events................................................................12

More news from around the Parish ............................13
St Mary’s Women’s Guild & the Sailor’s Church ......13
Winkfield Bell Ringers Ad .........................................15
St Mary’s Bell Ringers.................................................15
St Mary’s Choir............................................................16
St Mary's Junior Choir on Easter Sunday ..................16
Easter Liturgy at Christ Church Cathedral Oxford 
4/4/15 ...........................................................................16

Thoughts of all sorts.....................................................17
Ebola in Sierra Leone ..................................................17
Woodley Festival Concert & St Mary’s Christmas 
Concert ........................................................................17
St James Garlickhythe.................................................18
On why people should ALWAYS sit in the same pew19

Children’s Corner......................................................... 20
PENTECOST 24th May................................................20
P - QUIZ......................................................................20

Contents........................................................................ 21


