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A VIEW FROM THE VICARAGE

Sharing the Harvest
Yes, it is that time of year again. Mists, mellow fruitfulness and plenty. 
Actually the brambles that proliferate in the vicarage garden have been 
groaning with berries since early August this year: the season of plenty 
has been a long one.

Henry Alford’s rousing hymn, written 170 years ago this year, captures 
the urgency, relief and thankfulness that should accompany the 
harvest:

Come, ye thankful people, come, raise the song of harvest home;
All is safely gathered in, ere the winter storms begin.
God our Maker doth provide for our wants to be supplied;
Come to God’s own temple, come, raise the song of harvest home.

Jesus used food and drink many times in his teaching. He spoke of the 
urgency of the harvest and the scarcity of the workers needed to work 
in the fields, he fed the people with a few loaves and fish and he used a 
broken piece of bread to speak of sacrifice and loss.

He also encouraged a spirit of generosity, ‘Give, and it will be given to 
you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running 
over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will 
be measured to you.’ Luke 6:38.

With this in mind, this September, let’s all make an extra effort to 
support those for whom it is not a time of plenty. Our local Foodbank 
always has a list of basic needs:
      http://www.kerith.co.uk/social-justice/bracknell-foodbank.php
will tell you more, and, of course, other local and international charities 
have their own way of trying to make a difference to lives that 
sometimes hang by a thread.

And let’s give not because we have to, not because it gives us a good 
feeling and, heaven forbid, not because it means we’ve cleared out a 
cupboard. Rather let’s give just because it is right to share the harvest.

A note from the Editors
Yes, we really must try to help those whose lives, for all sorts of reasons, 
do not enjoy the ‘harvest’ that we do ourselves in our daily lives.
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Even in this country, there are many people whose lives seem chaotic, 
perhaps because of drug or alcohol abuse, perhaps following a prison 
sentence, or because of a partner is in prison, and perhaps because of 
illness, or deep personal reasons reaching back to childhood.

It is sometimes hard to support where the target of support seems 
‘undeserving’ by our standards. And yet surely our Christian duty does 
extend to these causes, and we should think again, particularly when 
children are affected. There are many charities that focus on support of 
this kind, making this form of charity easier to approach.

Friends of ours are foster carers, and they have recently taken on two 
small boys, brothers, whose mother is chronically unable to look after 
the children that she procreates. They are pointing two young lives in a 
direction where hope exists, by providing order, love, and a home.

From the Registers

Baptisms
Welcome to the following children, baptised into God’s church 
recently:

13th July Georgia Stephens
13th July Lily Simmen

27th July Phoebe Fisher

Marriages 
Congratulations to the following couples, married recently:

26th June Laurence Alder & Emily Toporkiewicz-Gill
12th July David Matthews & Sophie Hudson
2nd August Lloyd Smith & Joanne Carruthers
2nd August Peter Hardy & Karen Fisher
8th August Michael Cooper & Tracy Leask
9th August Damien Collingwood & Claire Barber

Funerals
A Funeral Service for the late Mr Jim Andrews was held at 
Easthampstead Park Crematorium on the 13th June 2014

A Funeral Service for the late Mrs Jane Janisch was held at St Mary’s 
church on the 14th August 2014

A Funeral Service for the late Mr Les Richards was held at St Mary’s 
church on the 19th August 2014

REQUIESCANT IN PACE
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Bits and Pieces

Church Office opening hours (Friday closed):
Mondays: 9:30am to 12:30pm
Tuesdays: 9:30am to 12:30pm 
Wednesdays: 9:30am to 3:30pm 

Thursdays: 9:30am to 12:30pm 
Fridays: closed

Contact info
Church Office
c/o St Martin’s Church, Church Road, Chavey Down, SL5 8RR
Phone: 01344 882933 
Website: www.winkfieldandcranbourne.org.uk
email: admin@winkfieldandcranbourne.org.uk
If you are arranging an event please contact Alison Burt in the Church 
Office so that it can be noted in the Church diary and mentioned on 
the website. Alison will endeavour to keep track of activities and 
timings etc. View event details on the website above.

Morning office (daily prayers) – Everyone is welcome to attend.
Tuesdays: 9:15am, usually Mary Knight, will be at St Martin’s
Fridays: 9:30am, usually Catherine Blundell, will be at St. Peter’s

Events, Notices and
Dates for your Diaries

St Mary's Women's Guild -
Harvest Lunch at St Mary's
Sunday 14th September 
2014
The Women’s Guild’s Harvest Lunch 
will take place at 12noon for 
12:30pm, following a said Morning 
Prayer at 11am. All welcome.

Evensong will follow the lunch at 
3pm.

Tickets cost £8 per person or £25 for 
a family of four, and can be obtained 
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from Lesley Philpot (email: lesleyphilpot@btinernet.com or 
tel: 427561) or speak to any Guild member.

Collation dates for the Parish Magazine
The dates for the collation to the end of the year are:

Sept 26 (October edition)
Oct 24 (November edition)
Nov 28 (December/January edition)

Collators and deliverers of the magazine, please note!
The deadline for articles and text for this part of the Parish 
Mag is always the 10th of each month preceding 
publication.

Windsor Lions Horse Ride in the Great Park
By kind permission of the Crown Estate Commissioners, you 
have a rare and fantastic opportunity to ride your horse in 
the Windsor Great Park. A magnificent and unique day 
riding through some of England's most beautiful scenery, 
comprising of a jumping and non jumping courses to 
accommodate all standards of riding. A cross-country 
course of more than eight miles, through magnificent Royal 
Parkland, with over 20 novice or 20 advanced-level jumps. Entries are
restricted to 750 riders, over both days, so first come first served. Every 
penny raised and donated supports the Riding for the Disabled 
Association and other worthwhile causes.

View www.windsorlions.co.uk or email horse@windsorlions.co.uk or 
call 0118 9034076

Winkfield Football Club 1894-2014
Winkfield Football Club was first formed 120 years ago this year. To 
celebrate this remarkable event, we are holding a reunion at 8pm on 
27th September 2014, at the Winkfield Club in Winkfield Row.

If you played for any of the following teams in the past:

Winkfield F.C.
Winkfield Youth F.C.
White Horse(Winkfield) F.C.
Winkfield and Manor F.C.

Winkfield Sport F.C.
Winkfield Cavaliers F.C.
Winkfield Saracens F.C.

please get in touch with Doug Chapman for further details. He writes:
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‘Also if anyone has any memorabilia, photos, awards, etc. relating to 
Winkfield F.C., I would like to use them in a display. I would also like a 
pair of 1950s type football boots (the ones with hammer-in studs): if 
you have a pair in your loft or shed, would you be willing to sell or lend 
them to me, please? Please contact Doug Chapman on 883815’.

Ascot Horticultural Society
Six months ago who would have predicted that the “winter of our 
discontent”, the wettest since meteorological records began, would 
give way to such a glorious summer. Certainly, local gardeners that I 
have met seem to have had few complaints about the current growing 
season, and this was evident from the range and high quality of 
horticultural produce on display at our recent Summer Show. This is 
particularly timely as our society notches up no less than 130 years of 
staging horticultural shows in the Ascot area.

Clearly the tradition is still very much alive. At the time of writing 
preparations are well advanced for the Autumn Show on Saturday 6th

September at 2:30pm in Carnation Hall, Winkfield. There, the finest 
produce from local gardeners and allotmenteers should again be on 
display, together with a colourful array of late summer flowers, 
exquisite floral art, culinary delights, handicrafts and photographs. New 
exhibitors are always welcome and it’s not necessary to be a member 
of the society to enter. Just call the Show Secretary on 884637. In any 
case do make a note in the diary and drop in for an hour or so.

Of course, where plants are entailed, there’s no showing without 
growing and so on.

On 10th September, at the next monthly meeting, we ‘get down to 
earth’. Allotments are in short supply and keenly sought after these 
days. Toby Goodger, a local landscape architect and director of 
Goodger Design Associates, will use a recent project undertaken with 
Finchampstead Parish Council to illustrate all that must be taken into 
account in the design and development of a new allotment site.

On 8th October, Geoff Lunn, an amateur photographer specialising in 
natural history, will be reminding us that there’s much more to the 
garden than plants. In a multimedia presentation entitled “The 
Seasons” he will convey the changing scenery and wildlife in the 
garden as the year unfolds.

On 12th November, the formal Annual General Meeting and 
presentation of Society awards will be followed by Will Readings with 
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some light-hearted “Tales of a human mole”. I wonder what that’s all 
about?

The Christmas Show & Social Evening on Wednesday 10th December 
and a Lunch for members and friends on Sunday 14th December at Mill 
Ride Golf Club then bring the society year to a traditionally festive 
conclusion

Regular society meetings take place each month on the second 
Wednesday in King Edward’s Hall, North Ascot (unless stated) starting 
at 7:45pm.  All are most welcome. Admission – members £1.00 and 
visitors £2.50. Full details can be found on the web-site:
www.ascothorticulturalsociety.org.uk Alternatively call Peter Cleare.

Peter Cleare 622086

Remembrance Day readers
We are looking for young people to do a prose or poetry reading at the 
Remembrance Day service on 9th November 2014, particularly in the 
12-18 age range. Please be in touch soon with Anthony Hodson: tel 
310665 or email aeh@xdotd.demon.co.uk. Full coaching is provided.

St. Mary’s: Music for Christmas, December 6th 2014
If you haven’t already done so, please make a note of this date in your 
diaries and do not miss it!!

As ever, we are putting together a varied programme, combining 
familiar and traditional items with new material that will please and 
excite you! Lots for everybody!!

This year we also feature three highly talented young musicians, who 
will astonish you with their performances. It could be the launch of 
their solo careers!

We are again supported by the Cameo Singers, under the leadership of 
Ian May, and by the Wind Quintet of the Woodley Concert Band.

THIS IS IMPORTANT!! We are looking for young singers, boys and girls,
normally Y4-Y7, to join the Junior Choir members staying in from last 
year. It will be an exciting experience for them! If you have (or know of) 
any child who would like to take part, please contact Anthony Hodson, 
Junior Choir Manager: Tel: 310665 or email aeh@xdotd.demon.co.uk.
We will soon be recruiting Junior Choir members from our local 
schools, or by word of mouth, but it is good to make plans now!
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Magazine Ads Section - Volunteer Support Required
We are looking for a second Volunteer to support the Advertising 
aspect of this magazine. The main activities are to support:
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 Telephone-sales for new Ads, throughout the year when required; 
 Sending out annual invoices / reminders / payment chase-ups in 

December through to March; 
 Type-setting new Ad. artwork, mainly between January and April;
 Arranging annual renewals in between November and February;
 Annually auditing the magazine section in February for March. 

This is a very rewarding role for the Parish, and most work is achieved 
between November and April, with a little throughout the year. Full 
training is given.

Cranbourne Amateur Dramatic Society – WW1 plays
On 31st October and 1st November CADS will be presenting three short 
plays to commemorate the start of WW1:

After the Flags and Bands

The Christmas Truce

Lions and donkeys

Put the dates down in your diaries, and watch out for details in next 
month’s Parish News!

News from around the Parish

War Memorial for Chavey Down
We have now agreed designs for two memorials outside St.Martin’s on 
either side of the central window facing Church Road. One is to 
honour the men and boys who lost their lives in WW1 and the other to 
honour the men and boys from WW2. Their shape will match the 
shape of the windows. At the time of going to press we still do not 
have permission from the Diocese, but, if good news comes through, 
this will be reported on the weekly Notice Sheet. We think we are safe 
now with Planning Regulations and the Covenants on the building.

We are seeking funding and any cheques should be made payable to 
Parochial Church Council of Winkfield and endorsed ‘Chavey Down 
War Memorial’. Cheques should be sent to the Church Office,Church 
Road,Chavey Down. It would be lovely to get the memorial in place this 
year – we are striving very hard. 

Ruth Timbrell 882068
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SERVICES ACROSS THE PARISH

St Mary’s – September services
Sept Day Time Form of service by

7 12th Sunday after
Trinity

9:30am Messy Church Clergy

11am Holy communion
including Baptism

Clergy

12:45pm Baptism Clergy
1:30pm Baptism Clergy
2:15pm Baptism Clergy

14
Holy Cross Day
Harvest

8am Holy Communion Clergy

9:30am
Harvest at Jealotts 
Hill
Family Praise

Lay

11am
Said Morning 
Prayer Lay

3pm Evening Prayer Lay
20 Holy Matrimony 2pm Wedding Clergy

21
14th Sunday after 
Trinity

9:30am Family Praise Lay
11am Holy Communion Clergy

28
15th Sunday after 
Trinity

8am Holy Communion Clergy
9:30am Family Praise Lay
11am Morning Prayer Lay

St Martin’s, Chavey Down – September services
Sept Day Time Form of service by

7 12th Sunday after 
Trinity

9:30am Family Matins Lay

14 Holy Cross Day 9:30am Holy communion Clergy

21
14th Sunday after 
Trinity

9:30am Morning Prayer Lay

28 15th Sunday after 
Trinity

8am Holy communion Clergy

St Peter’s Cranbourne – September services

Sept Day Time Form of service by

7 12th Sunday after 
Trinity

8am Holy communion Clergy
11am SPAS/All Together Lay
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Sept Day Time Form of service by

14 Holy Cross Day 11am Holy communion Clergy

21 14th Sunday after 
Trinity

8am Holy communion Clergy
11am SPAS/All Together Lay

28
15th Sunday after 
Trinity 11am Holy communion Clergy

Note on Service Leaders: Where ‘clergy’ is shown – this will usually be 
the Vicar. Where ‘lay minister’ is shown, this includes: Stuart Ager, 
David Blundell, Paula Darrall, Mary Knight, Jacki Thomas, and Mike 
Thomas.

Winkfield Row Methodist Church - June
How to find the Winkfield Row Methodist Church:
We are located in Winkfield Row opposite Lambrook 
School: Winkfield Row, Bracknell RG42 6NE. 
Telephone: 01344 411417
Morning worship 10:30am (unless stated). All are welcome!

7th Sept – Irene Robinson
14th Sept – Holy Communion – Rev’d Jackie Case
21st Sept – David Morgan
28th Sept – Peter Whalley

Flowers & Cleaning Rotas

St Mary’s 
Dates Flowers

6th Sept Mrs Jolly
12th and 19th Sept   Harvest Flowers 
26th Sept Mrs Cardwell/Mrs Potter

St Martin’s
Dates Flowers Cleaning

7th Sept Mrs Fanning/Mrs Logan Mrs Jenkins
14th Sept Mrs Atkinson Mrs Dickinson
21st Sept Mrs Sawdon/ Mrs Greenfield Mrs Vicos
28th Sept Mrs Sawdon/ Mrs Greenfield Mrs Vicos
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Thank you, Megan, for your wonderful flowers!
Megan Zerilli will soon be off to University and all at St Martins wish her 
every success as she starts her new venture. Consequently Megan will 
be resigning from the flower rota where she has assisted her mother 
Emma and created some stunning flower arrangements for us all to 
enjoy. However, Suzanne Randall has kindly volunteered to assist 
Emma and we should like to welcome her. Her name will therefore be 
on the notice sheet for 2015. 

We are also losing Robert Dickinson, our server, from St.Martins who is 
also off to Uni shortly. Thankyou, Robert, for being such a loyal 
supporter at St.Martins: we wish you well as you progress through 
another stage of your life, and we look forward to seeing you again 
duringholidays. Good Luck.

We still need a reserve to help during holidays and illness. Please 
contact me if you are interested.
Ruth Timbrell 882068

What’s on in September 2014
NB. All content in these lists may be subject to change without notice.

Day Event

Mondays not 
including 
Bank Holidays

Ascot Bridge Club – Chavey Down, Ascot. For more 
information please call David Calcutt on 886412, or 
visit the web site www.ascotbridge.org.uk
Ballet With Victoria Lyons at St Peters Hall. For more 
information call 638538.

Ascot Yoga 7:45-9pm at Carnation hall. Visit 
www.ascotzumba.co.uk for more info or contact Flo 
Young on 07711077038 email Flo@ascotzumba.co.uk

Mondays not 
including 
Bank Holidays

Fun Adult Jive Classes at King Edwards Hall, SL5 8PD. 
Debra on 07748 391776 or email john@jive-cats.co.uk

Tuesdays St Mary’s Women’s Guild at St Martin’s Church Hall.  
Meetings begin at 2.30pm.  New members are always 
welcome.
Short Mat Bowls at Carnation Hall at 7pm. For more 
information please ring 882916 or 884553.

Wednesdays Zumba gold class at St Peter’s church hall 7pm to 8pm
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Day Event

The NOMADS Table Tennis Club at Carnation Hall, For 
more information contact Mike on 773939.

Pilates classes at Carnation Hall Contact Rebecca on 
0774 860 3145, e-mail pilatesascot@btinternet.com or 
visit www.pilatesascot.co.uk.

Thursdays (not 
5th Thursday 
of the month)

Indoor carpet bowling (no skill required) 2pm to 
3:30pm at St Peter’s church

Singing Practice 7:15–8:30pm at St Peter’s Church,
every Thursday of the month (but not 5th Thursday of 
the month) 

Thursdays St Mary’s Choir Practice: 7:30pm at St Mary’s Church, 
every Thursday of the month unless otherwise 
specified in the Winkfield parishes weekly notice 
sheet.

The Carnation Badminton Club plays on Thursdays at 
Carnation Hall, 8–10pm, at Carnation Hall. New 
members welcome.
Ballroom and Latin American dance classes, at the 
British Legion Hall in Hatchet Lane, Cranbourne, Pay 
as you go. To find out more, call 621353 or e-mail 
dancejanet@hotmail.com

Other events
Day Sept Event Time/place

Tue 2 St Mary’s Women’s Guild 2:30pm at St Martin’s Church 
Hall

Wed 3 Cranbourne Standing 
Committee

8pm venue to be confirmed

Thu 4 World Ship Society – Mike 
Lindsay “Liverpool & the 
Mersey during the 1950s.

7:45 for 8pm Carnation Hall

Vicar’s Tea party – all 
welcome

2–3:30pm at St Peter’s

Winkfield Standing 
Committee

8pm at St Martin’s Church 
Hall
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Day Sept Event Time/place

Sat 6 Baptism Preparation 9:30am at St Mary’s Church

Ascot Horticultural Society 
Autumn Show

Carnation Hall

Sun 7 Holy Communion incl.
    Baptism – Lewis family
Baptism – Woods family
Baptism – Jolly family
Baptism – Reynold family

11am at St Mary’s Church

12:45pm at St Mary’s Church
1:30pm at St Mary’s Church
2:15pm at St Mary’s Church

Tue 9 Chapter Programme 
Event

tba

Ascot Festival of Food & 
Wine Race Day

http://www.ascot.co.uk/?pa
ge=Fixture_List

Wed 10 Bracknell Forest Borough 
Council – Lily Hill Park 
grounds & surrounds

10am Meet: main car park, 
off Lily Hill Road, Bracknell, 
RG12 2RX.

Ascot Horticultural Society 
monthly meeting – talk by 
Toby Goodger. 

7:45pm King Edward’s Hall, 
North Ascot. Details: see 
page 5.

Sat 
& 
Sun

13 & 
14

Windsor Lions Club ride in 
the Great Park

See page 4.

Sun 14 St Mary’s Women’s Guild 
Harvest Lunch

12noon at St Mary’s church. 
See page 3. All welcome!!

Tue 16 Winkfield PCC Meeting 8pm at St Mary’s Church

Wed 17 Cranbourne PCC Meeting 8pm at St Peter’s Church

Sat 20 Holy Matrimony – Evans 
& Pickering

2pm at St Mary’s Church

Sat 27 Winkfield Football Club 
reunion. 

8pm at Winkfield Club, 
Winkfield Row. See page 4.

Congratulations to Hilda Nugent
on successfully reaching her 100th birthday!!!!
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More News from around the Parish

Winkfield’s commemoration of the centenary of the 
outbreak of the First World War
A moving service to mark this momentous event was held at St Mary’s 
Church on Sunday 3rd August, the eve of the date of the declaration of 
war, attended by a congregation of over 100 parishioners, together 
with representatives of the Royal British Legion proudly parading their 
standard.

The Rev’d Catherine Blundell led the opening and closing liturgy whilst 
Mary Knight presided over the solemn Act of Remembrance at the War 
Memorial. The peal of half-muffled Tower Bells rang atmospherically for 
the occasion and the Handbell Ringers also gave a magical rendition of 
a carol to symbolise the Christmas Truce.

Scripture, hymnody, readings and choral anthems had been specially 
chosen and grouped to illustrate distinct themes such as darkness and 
light during the course of the war. Members of the congregation 
recited poetry and the names of the fallen with quiet dignity as well as 
reading prose passages and Bible verses with eloquence.

A chamber choir of Friends of St Mary’s performed a selection of 
evocative ‘a cappella’ works, from medieval plainsong to 20th century 
settings, and members of St Mary’s Choir led the committed hymn 
singing, ably accompanied by a talented young local organist, William 
Taylor, who played an arrangement of Elgar’s ‘Nimrod’ as the final 
voluntary.

All the contributions combined to produce a most beautiful service 
which transported the participants to a transcendent level with many 
never-to-be-forgotten moments. Our sincere thanks to everyone 
involved, and particularly the Church Warden, Lesley Philpot, for her 
tireless organisation behind the scenes.

John Kimbell 

St. Mary’s Choir
St. Mary’s Choir was privileged to be able to lead the congregation in 
the service commemorating the start of the 1st World War. With so 
much strife still in the world, it seems very appropriate that we should 
pause and reflect on the tremendous damage inflicted by war, not only 
100 years ago but also in more recent times and even today.
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Our service in Winkfield was a thoughtful and beautiful occasion. 
Readings were chosen to consider many aspects of war and excerpts 
from eight well-known and well-loved hymns were sung by the choir 
and congregation. A chamber choir of John Kimbell’s family and 
friends sang a number of special items, including settings of Psalm 121 
and “God be in my Head” by Henry Walford Davies and the Welsh 
traditional song “Suo-Gan”. We owe a very big thank-you to John and 
his fellow choir members for their inspired singing. 

St. Mary’s Handbell Ringers added their own contribution and we 
should also mention young Joshua Hambridge who carried the cross 
and read a lesson with great confidence. Several members of the 
congregation afterwards expressed their deep-felt appreciation for this 
immensely moving service.

New singers will always be very welcome in St. Mary’s Choir. 
Enthusiasm for singing is much more important than perfect musical 
pitch. We practice at 7:30pm each Thursday with a warm up at 
10:20am before the Sunday service and, if you cannot commit to every 
Sunday, come and join us once or twice a month.

Hand bell Ringers
We hand bell ringers were also lucky enough to be involved in the 
WW1 service of remembrance in St Mary’s church – it really was very 
moving and we all enjoyed being a small part of it.

Before we packed up the hand bells for a couple of weeks "holiday", we 
visited a neighbouring group in Winnersh for an evening’s practice, 
and had a really good ring. It highlighted to us the many advantages of 
having a larger group with more versatility to ring bigger pieces. With 
that in mind we would urge any of you out there who are free on 
Wednesday evenings (7:30–9pm) to come and join us and have a go at 
bell ringing. You will be made most welcome – and I promise that it is 
very enjoyable!! We start again on Wednesday 3rd September.

The South East Region Bell Orchestra will be performing this year’s 
concert pieces again at the Newbury Ringing Road Show on 
September 6th, so if anyone is going, do come along and listen to us –
we are on at 1pm and repeating at 4pm.

St Mary’s Women’s Guild
Judith Usher, a Chorister from Holy Trinity Church, Bracknell, spoke 
about her visit to Burma and illustrated her lively and enthusiastic talk 
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with diagrams and artefacts. She spoke of a large, very poor country 
sparsely populated, with agriculture as its mainstay. However, it is rich 
in natural resources, including gems. She mentioned rubies, sapphires, 
marble, jade and silver. She then spoke at length about pearls – both 
natural and cultured and organised a small quiz.  It was a fascinating
talk.

Members agreed the menu for the Harvest lunch (see page 3) on 
Sunday 14 September which will take place at 12noon for 12:30pm in 
St Mary's church. The lunch will be followed by Evensong at 3pm.

The next meeting of the Guild will be on Tuesday 2 September at 
2:30pm. in St Martin’s Hall. New members are always welcome.

Lesley Philpot

Thoughts of all sorts

Volunteering and donating
Joan Doughty writes:

Do Good, Think Good, Feel Good!

There is strong evidence that donating and volunteering bring a host 
of benefits to those who give.

When people give of their time and/or money to a cause they believe 
in, they become problem-solvers. Problem solvers are happier than 
bystanders and victims of circumstance. It doesn’t make you a better 
person, but you can put good energy into the World!

Research at Harvard University found that, when quantifying 
happiness, ‘spending money on oneself’ barely moves the needle; but 
spending time or money on others causes a significant increase.

So many organisations in our community need us to survive.

So do good, think good, feel good!!

What are your thoughts on Joan’s article? Eds. 

Rowan Williams: ‘A man with a firm grasp on reality’
The Daily Telegraph carried a fascinating article by Rupert Shortt on 
24/8/14, as a summary of his recently re-published biography  of 
Rowan Williams (Baron Williams of Oystermouth). The full article can 
be found on:
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http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/religion/11051921/A-man-of-faith-
with-a-firm-grip-on-reality.html

Shortt starts by noting: “As I researched Rowan Williams’s biography, it 
became ever clearer that the former Archbishop is the foremost 
Christian apologist in the English-speaking world.” and he goes on to 
underline the flaws that Williams pointed out in the arguments made 
by secularists like Richard Dawkins, AC Grayling, and others.

 ‘Atheism must represent the default stance for a reasonable, 
“objective” person’. Such disengaged study misses the point; it is 
like ‘analysing a piece of music in terms of the decibels in its 
constituent bars’. Nevertheless ‘religion is a path of 
understanding that can say little to those who have not set out 
on the journey.’

 ‘A creator of the universe must be complex, and need to evolve’: 
Dawkin’s god would be a product of nature as well as its 
creator – surely a very confused viewpoint!

 ‘A self-explaining cosmos is dependent on the prior existence of 
a [simple?] “quantum vacuum”’ – but who created that complex 
medium, full of “chaotic fluctuations”?

 ‘Religion has been misused.’ Fair-minded people must agree. 
But secularism, too, has been misused, e.g. to muzzle faith 
communities. This argument against religion is of no intrinsic 
significance.

Secularism is in decline, and, indeed, it can seriously fails to inform the 
debate on issues of religious extremism – this debate really needs ‘sane 
religious voices’. Shortt notes that ‘Williams appeals to the imagination 
in his view of human life as a ‘potent pointer to God in this worldly 
existence, giving confidence that  good religion addresses love and 
loss, transgression and redemption’, while needing to be wary of fixed
dogma. Within our own faith, Williams notes that ‘Anglicanism at its 
best has tried to evince the Benedictine values of courtesy, hospitality, 
generosity and a reflective, practical faith and is a pearl of great price’.

On the perils of Harvest
From the Rectory of St. James the Least
My dear Nephew Darren

In the unlikely event of ever being put in charge of designing the 
course for those being trained for ordination, I would make a few 
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significant changes. Modules on doctrine, Church history and Greek 
would all be dropped as unnecessary. In their place, I would add 
courses on how to run a tight jumble sale, ways to keep your church 
council in order – and especially close to my heart at present, how to 
negotiate Harvest.

The first skirmish starts in early Summer when it becomes clear that the 
flower arrangers‟ plans mean that the choir would disappear behind a 
huge array of chrysanthemums. The choir then retaliate by 
announcing that their Harvest anthem must take place just when the 
Sunday School intended to re-enact the parable of the Good Samaritan. 
They, in turn, raise the stakes by insisting that a stage will be needed for 
their performance, thus ensuring that I will be separated from the 
congregation by an impenetrable barricade.

In September, therefore, there is the traditional meeting to iron out all 
these little difficulties. This inevitably results with the annual act of the 
verger handing in his resignation, of the bell ringers threatening a mass 
walk-out, and those who organise coffee afterwards demanding that 
my sermon lasts no more than 3 minutes, so there will be plenty of time 
for socialising after the Service.

I greet all suggestions with a spontaneous burst of indifference, smile, 
agree with it all – and do nothing (this, incidentally, is a good policy for 
all decision-making). Inevitably, everything goes ahead exactly as it has 
always done for the last century.

Come the day, there will be the usual arrangement of eggs round the 
font, with the strategically placed card saying “Given anonymously by 
Elsie Jones” and the pyramid of apples temptingly near the choir-boys, 
so designed that when someone tries to pinch one during the sermon, 
the whole pile disintegrates as they roll all over the chancel.

On the following Friday, all will leave after the Harvest Supper saying 
that the entertainment was worse than the previous year and that the 
absence of red cabbage had quite ruined the hot pot. Everyone 
therefore has an enjoyable evening

My Harvest training course would be compulsory and a pass mark of 
90% would be needed before ordination could be considered.

Your loving uncle, Eustace
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DONATIONS FOR THE PARISH MAGAZINE
Ten issues of the Parish Magazine will be delivered, without charge, 
during the next twelve months to every house in the parish where it is 
welcome.

1,700 copies per issue are written, printed, stapled and delivered, all 
voluntarily.

If you would like to make a donation to the material costs of 
production, please use one of the following methods:

By cheque or cash in the envelope delivered with this magazine, 
       EITHER by post to:

Parish Magazine, Parish Office,
   St Martin’s Church, Church Road, Chavey Down. 

Ascot SL5 8RR
       OR by hand to St Martin’s or St Mary’s churches
       OR  by hand to a magazine distributor
       Please make cheques payable to Winkfield PCC – BUT PLEASE 
       HAND-DELIVER IF USING CASH!
By texting the message STMY11 x to 70070 (x is the donation in 
£s)
By BACS (online) to: 

Account: PCC of Winkfield
Bank: Lloyds TSB
Sort Code: 30-91-11
Account No: 00227186
Reference: Parish Magazine

If you are an eligible taxpayer and are donating by cheque or 
cash, please cut off and complete the slip below to enclose with 
your donation. The tax-man will then add 25% to it in Gift Aid! 
Thank you.
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Children’s Corner

HILDEGARD of BINGEN
Hildegard was born in Germany in 
1098 and at a very early age she 
dedicated her life to God by 
becoming a nun. She lived to be 
80, a great age for that time and is 
best known today for her songs 
and poems. It seems quite amazing 
that an elderly nun who lived 
nearly a thousand years ago could 
write words that are on a CD that 
you can buy today – not quite Top 
of the Pops but in all the bigger 
record shops!

Hildegard wrote that she wanted 
to be ‘a feather on the breath of 
God’, to move as He wanted 
rather than as she wanted. When 
we say the Lord’s Prayer we say 
‘Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done’ we follow Hildegard in 
asking to be shown what to do, 
which way to go. Not like a feather 
blown about by the wind, but one 
blown on the breath of God.

BIRD WORDS
Can you find all these words about 
birds and feathers? The words go 
up, down, backwards, forwards 
and diagonally and some letters 
are used more than once.

B L A C K B I R D C
P K R A L Y K S A O
E T E R N A L N O C
A K R E H T A E F K
C R P A R R O T R A
O N A L Y W R E N T
C W B V U E V O D O
K L L R E M D A B O
N O R E H N E J A Y
R O B I N L L I U Q

* blackbird * canary * cockatoo *
* dove * feather * heron * jay *
* owl * parrot * peacock * plume * 
* quill * raven * robin * skylark *
* tern * wren *

My cat took first prize in the local 
bird show.

How could your cat get a prize in a 
bird show?

He ate the prize canary.

What bird is always out of breath?

A puffin.
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