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The Friends of St Mary’s Winkfield Charity Number 1162342 
proudly present an exciting evening of 

 
 

St Mary’s Church, Winkfield 7:30pm Saturday 3 December 2022 

All proceeds in this community concert will support the preservation of St Mary’s 
church and its amenities in order to serve the Parish and our local community 

Musical Director: Anthony Hodson 
Compère: Tony Bish 

Welcome: Revd Patrick Mukholi 
Soloists: Sarah Aizawa – Violin                                David Shao – Piano  

and …           Hilary Smethurst-Evans – Saxophone 
5Ts Brass Quintet directed by Len Tyler 

The St John Singers directed by Peter Halliday 
St Mary’s Junior Choir directed by Lucy Head 

St Mary’s Handbell Ringers directed by Jill Glennerster 
Henry Smith – organ and piano 

1. ‘Once in Royal David’s City’ – Processional; Organ Henry Smith 
Verses 1,2: Junior Choir only,  
Verse 3 St John Singers (a capella) Directed by Peter Halliday 
Verses 4-6: Audience  v6 descant - Willcocks 

2. Reading: Sue Bish:  This is the Month when Christmas Comes  Eleanor Farjeon 
3. 5Ts Brass Quintet Directed by Len Tyler 

Three Shanties for Brass Arr. Len Tyler 
We wish you a merry Christmas Arr. Len Tyler 

4. Junior Choir  Piano Henry Smith, directed by Lucy Head 
Two thousand years ago Mark and Helen Johnson 
The Gift Words by Marion Caragounis arr. Anthony Hodson 

5. Reading: John Edwards: A child’s Christmas in Wales Dylan Thomas 
6. Piano Soloist David Shao: Dr Gradus ad Parnassum Claude Debussy 
7. St John Singers: 'Christmas at Mole End' from ‘Wind in the Willows’  Kenneth Grahame 
8. Audience Carol: Good Christian men rejoice Intro/v2 5Ts Brass, Organ Henry Smith 
9. St Mary’s handbell ringers Directed by Jill Glennerster 

West Indies Carol Trad arr. Sandra Tucker 
‘The Heavens are Telling’ from ‘The Creation’ Haydn arr. George Francis 
Jingle Bells J Pierpont, arr. Martha Lynn Thompson 

INTERVAL & REFRESHMENTS: St Mary’s Women’s Guild 
10. Audience Carol: ‘Unto us a boy is born’ Intro/ v5 5Ts Brass, Organ Henry Smith 
11. Violin Soloist: Sarah Aizawa:  Piano: John Sayer 

5th movement – Symphonie Espagnole Lalo 
12. Junior Choir  Directed by Lucy Head, Piano Henry Smith 

The Birds Traditional Czech carol 
Something special Rebecca Kincaid 
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13. Entertainment John and Caroline Kimbell 
‘The Carol Singers' TC Sterndale Bennett 

14. Audience carol: The Wassail Song with Junior Choir, Piano Henry Smith 
Verses 1,2,4,5,6 Audience; Verses 3,7,8 Junior Choir only  

15. Saxophone Soloist Hilary Smethurst-Evans  Piano: John Sayer 
‘Reflections’ and ‘Closing In’ from Escapades  John Williams 

16. St John Singers Organ Henry Smith 
O little town of Bethlehem Arr. Walford Davies 
Sans Day Carol Cornish traditional carol arr. John Rutter 
In the Bleak Midwinter  Harold Darke 
Still, still, still German Carol arr. Philip Ledger 

17. Audience Carol: ‘Ding dong merrily on high’ Verse3 5Ts Brass Organ Henry Smith 

AUDIENCE CAROL WORDS 
Once in royal David’s City 

(First two verses – Junior Concert Choir only)  
1. Once in Royal David's city 
  Stood a lowly cattle shed, 
Where a mother laid her baby 
  In a manger for his bed: 
Mary was that mother mild, 
  Jesus Christ her little child. 

2. He came down to earth from heaven 
  Who is God and Lord of all, 
And his shelter was a stable, 
  And his cradle was a stall; 
With the poor and mean and lowly 
  Lived on earth our Saviour holy 

Verse 3 – St John Singers only– a capella  
3. And through all his wondrous childhood 
  He would honour and obey, 
Love and watch the lowly maiden, 

  In whose gentle arms he lay: 
Christian children all must be 
  Mild, obedient, good as he. 

ALL STAND AND SING: Verses 4-6 Audience with verse 6 descant 
4. For he is our childhood's pattern, 
  Day by day like us he grew, 
He was little, weak, and helpless, 
  Tears and smiles like us he knew: 
And he feeleth for our sadness, 
  And he shareth in our gladness. 

5. And our eyes at last shall see him, 
  Through his own redeeming love, 
For that child so dear and gentle 
  Is our lord in heaven above; 
And he leads his children on 
  To the place where he is gone.

6. Not in that poor lowly stable, 
  With the oxen standing by, 
We shall see him; but in heaven, 
  Set at God's right hand on high; 
Where like stars his children crowned 
  All in white shall wait around. 
 
Sopranos in the audience are invited to 
sing the v6 descant  

Good Christian men rejoice 
1. Good Christian men, rejoice,  
With heart and soul and voice;  
Give ye heed to what we say:  
Jesus Christ is born today.  
Ox and ass before him bow,  
And he is in the manger now.  

Christ is born to day,  
      Christ is born to day!  
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2. Good Christian men, rejoice,  
With heart and soul and voice;  
Now ye hear of endless bliss;  
Jesus Christ was born for this!  
He hath open'd the heavenly door,  
And man is bless'd for evermore.  
Christ was born for this,  
      Christ was born for this!  

3. Good Christian men, rejoice,  
With heart and soul and voice;  
Now ye need not fear the grave;  
Jesus Christ was born to save!  
Calls you one and calls you all,  
To gain his everlasting hall.  
Christ was born to save,  
      Christ was born to save! 

Unto us a boy is born 
1. UNTO us a boy is born!  
King of all creation,  
came he to a world forlorn, the Lord of 
every nation.  
2. Now may Mary's son, who came  
So long ago to love us, 
Lead us all with hearts aflame  
unto the joys above us. 

3. Cradled in a stall was he  
With sleepy cows and asses;  
But the very beasts could see  
That he all men surpasses.  

4. Herod then with fear was filled:  
'A prince', he said, 'in Jewry!'  
All the little boys he killed  
At Bethl'em in his fury.  
5. Now may Mary's son, who came  
So long ago to love us,  
Lead us all with hearts aflame  
Unto the joys above us.  

6. Omega and Alpha he!  
Let the organ thunder,  
While the choir with peals of glee  
Doth rend the air asunder. 

Wassail Song – Introduction St John Singers 
Verse 3, 7, 8 – Junior Choir only 

ALL:  1. Here we come a-wassailing  
Among the leaves so green,  
Here we come a wandering,  
So fair to be seen:  

Refrain ALL: Love and joy come to you, 
And to you your wassail too,  
And God bless you and send you  
    A happy New Year.  
And God send you a happy New Year.  

2. Our wassail cup is made …  
Of the rosemary tree, 
And so is your beer 
Of the best barley: 
Refrain ALL: Love and joy … 

Junior Choir only 
3. We are not daily beggars 
That beg from door to door, 
But we are neighbours' children Whom 
you have seen before: 
Refrain - children only 

ALL:  4. Call up the butler of this house, 
Put on his golden ring; 
Let him bring us up a glass of beer, 
And better we shall sing:  
Refrain – ALL: Love and joy 

5. We have got a little purse  
Of stretching leather skin; 
We want a little of your money 
To line it well within: 
Refrain ALL: Love and joy …  
6. Bring us out a table,  
And spread it with a cloth; 
Bring us out a mouldy cheese, 
And some of your Christmas loaf: 
Refrain ALL: Love and joy …  

Junior Choir only 
7. God bless the master of this house, 
Likewise the mistress too; 
And all the little children 
That round the table go: 
Refrain children only 
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Junior Choir only 
8. Good master and good mistress, 
while you’re sitting by the fire, 
Pray think of us poor children 
Who are wand’ring in the mire: 

Refrain ALL: Love and joy come to you, 
And to you your wassail too,  
And God bless you and send you  
    A happy New Year.  
And God send you a happy New Year.  

Ding dong merrily on high 
1. Ding dong! merrily on high  
In heav'n the bells are ringing:  
Ding dong! veriIy the sky  
Is riv'n with angels singing.  
Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis!  

2. E'en so here below below,  
Let steepIe bells be swungen,  
And io, io, io,  
By priest and people sungen. 
Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis! 

3. Pray you, dutifulIy prime  
Your matin chime, ye ringers;  
May you beautifulIy rime  
Your evetime song, ye singers. 
Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis! 

Our soloists 
David Shao, pianist 

David Shao is 10 years old. Starting to play the piano just before his 6th birthday, he immediately started 
winning major competitions. Now a Y6 pupil at Papplewick School, he gained his ABRSM diploma when he 
was only 9, and won first prizes at prestigious UK competitions such as the Ealing Music Festival, the Sutton 
Music Festival and the Kingston upon Thames Festival of Performing Arts. His skills extend from Baroque to 
20th century music. Read David’s own account of his life at https://fosmw.com/concert/david-shao-story.pdf 

Sarah Aizawa, Violinist 
Performing, for the fourth time at this concert is highly talented young violinist Sarah. Now aged 14, Sarah 
started playing the violin at the age of four. Since then, she has participated in international masterclasses 
and has been awarded many prizes at international competitions around the world. Music is at the heart of 
her life and she dreams of being a professional violinist. 

Hilary Smethurst-Evans 
Hilary writes: “Hello, I’m Hilary and my early musical days were spent in the West Berkshire Music Centre 
before progressing to the National Youth Wind Orchestra and European Union Youth Wind Orchestra.  

“Whilst studying at the Guildhall School of Music I knew that I wanted to teach and pass on my love of 
music to others. As part of my teaching role at Berkshire Maestros I enjoy conducting the Bracknell Concert 
Band and was incredibly proud when we had the opportunity to play for The Queen at The Lexicon. 

“I am inspired by working with teachers and have recently joined ABRSM as their Teacher Development 
Manager I am a visiting professor at the Royal College of Music as well as studying for my Doctorate.” 

Hilary is Chairman of Governors of Winkfield St Mary’s School. 

Our choirs and groups 
The Saint John Singers 

We give a special welcome to The Saint John Singers, a group of thirty-five accomplished and committed 
amateur singers which leads the musical worship at some of our country’s most beautiful cathedrals, 
minsters, and abbeys, as a visiting choir whilst the resident choir is on holiday or otherwise engaged. 

The choir was founded in 1989 and draws its members from the south of England, rehearsing in 
Windlesham Parish Church.  This evening, a number of singers from the choir have the great pleasure of 
entertaining you.  To find out more about us please visit our website : www.thesaintjohnsingers.co.uk  
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The 5Ts Brass Quintet 
Five brass players from Woodley Concert Band and Trinity Concert Band came together in 2017 and 
decided to form a new quintet under the direction of Len Tyler. This group comprises two trumpets, two 
trombones and a tuba, except that, this year, the alto trombone is replaced by a French Horn. They play light 
classical pieces, folk songs, popular pieces and original compositions for brass ensemble. Email contact is 
5tsbrass@gmail.com The members of the quintet are:  

John Sayer Trumpet  
Phil Graham Trumpet 
Lucy Head Horn 

Dave Robson Tenor Trombone 
Len Tyler Tuba
   

Handbell ringers 
The handbell ringers are directed by Jill Glennerster, who has been ringing hand bells for many years now at 
Winkfield St. Mary's, as well as with other groups. With no musical background, it has been a steep learning 
curve to get the ringing and management of the group to where it is today. Now, the group improves year 
on year, and performs a large repertoire of music in many settings. As well as regular performances in 
church, Jill encourages members of the group to join her in opportunities to participate in massed ringing 
at Guildford Cathedral and the South East Region Bell Orchestra. Members are: 

Jill Glennerster (director) 
Debby Walker 
Judy Hunt 

Lesley Philpot 
Margaret Wells 
Richard Loveys

Sharon Cakebread 
Sue Bish 
Tony Bish 

The Junior Choir 
The Junior Choir are a group of children from five local schools. The children have been working hard to put 
on a programme of Christmas songs and carols, traditional and new.  They are: 

Arabella  Cranbourne 
Ben  Cranbourne 
Betsy  LVS 
Chie  Cranbourne 
Eva Ranelagh

Gabby LVS 
Hanna WStM 
Kathleen  Crown Wood Prim’y 
Lucia Whitegrove 
Milo Cranbourne

Orlaith WStM 
Reggie WStM 
Sam B  Cranbourne 
Sam H  Cranbourne 
Thalia  Sandy Lane 

Our Directors and leaders 
Anthony Hodson. Concert Director 

Anthony has been a musician since childhood, and plays the piano, organ and bassoon. This is Anthony’s 
11th Music and Merriment concert, after he took over from his daughter Lucy Head in 2011! 

Tony Bish, Compere 
Tony has lived near Winkfield all his life He first became involved with St Mary’s in 1983 when invited to 
come up the tower and see the bells. He has since taken on the role of Tower Captain for many years. An 
accomplished sign writer and craftsman, he has written a variety of signs for the Church. 

John and Caroline Kimbell 
John and Caroline first met as singers at St Mark's Church, Regent's Park, and since then have performed 
together in several choral ensembles including the Holst Singers, Fiori Musicali and Brighton Festival 
Chorus, also appearing at other music festivals in Windsor, Malvern and Evia, Greece.  

Len Tyler 
Len Tyler is the director and resident composer for the 5Ts Brass Quintet, and also its tuba player. He joined 
the army at 16, spending 27 years as an army musician/music director, leaving to become a music educator. 
Last year he became regional coordinator for the British Kodály Academy in the area! 

John Sayer – piano accompanist 
John learned to play the piano at the age of eight, both parents being musicians, and, after leaving school 
aged sixteen, he was able to join the Army as a musician. After training at the Royal Military School of Music 
at Kneller Hall, learning cornet, he was assigned to the REME Staff Band where he served for 22 years He 
served 15 more years at Kneller Hall on the musical permanent staff. He enjoys music as a hobby again with 
concert bands and now with 5Ts Brass, and is a professional piano accompanist. 
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Henry Smith, piano and organ 
Henry began piano lessons at the age of 13 and began organ lessons at the age of 15 under his father, 
Stewart Smith. In 2018, Henry was granted a place at the Junior RNCM Saturday school in Manchester 
where he studied tuba and piano. After a year at the college, he swapped piano for organ lessons under 
Simon Mercer. Henry is now at Royal Holloway as a choral scholar, studying organ under Rupert Gough. 

Lucy Head, director of the Junior Choir  
Lucy showed musical aptitude and talent from a young age, singing, playing the piano, and later, playing 
the French Horn, which was her first study at music college (Trinity College of Music) following an A-level 
year at the Purcell School of Music. Now a professional French Horn player, she teaches at several schools 
and plays in West Forest Sinfonia and other local orchestras. She directed the Music and Merriment concert 
for a number of years, before handing over to Anthony Hodson, her father. 

Programme notes 
Three Shanties for Brass (Item 3) 

Len Tyler composed this set of variations on well-known sea songs, shanties, specifically for the 5Ts Brass 
Quintet, and its first performance was only a few days ago, on 11 November. Shanties were sung in old 
sailing ships, to help sailors with rhythmic work, like using a capstan to heave up an anchor; and many are 
widely known. ‘A-roving’ starts the piece; then ‘Boney [Napoleon Bonaparte] was a warrior’ brings a quiet 
centre. ‘What shall we do with the drunken sailor’ gives a boisterous ending following a quiet section 
featuring the tuba. 

Dr Gradus ad Parnassum (Item 6) 
David Shao is performing this delightful piece by Claude Debussy. It is one of a group of pieces for piano, 
known as the ‘Children’s Corner Suite, and pretends at first to be a 5-finger exercise such as young pianists 
would use to develop their technique. ‘Gradus ad Parnassum’ means ‘steps towards perfection’. But the dry 
finger exercise transforms itself into a beautiful melody, showing that good fingerwork is not an object in 
itself, but is a key to creating wonderful music! 

‘Christmas at Mole End' from ‘Wind in the Willows’ (Item 7) 
This charming musical entertainment is based on Kenneth Grahame’s delightful fantasy for children. 

Symphonie Espagnole (Item 12) 
Although termed a ‘symphony’, Lalo’s Symphonie Espagnole is to all effects a concerto for solo violin in five 
movements. It is a virtuosic piece, and it certainly contains challenges for young violinists like Sarah Aizawa 
– and older ones too. Today we do not have the orchestra that would be the accompaniment for the soloist 
in a concerto, so we have a real vote of thanks to John Sayer, who, as piano accompanist, will simulate a 
complete orchestra! Lalo (1823 – 1892) was a French composer and string player (viola). He was influenced 
by Wagner, and his pieces have strong melodies and colourful orchestration. The Symphonie Espagnole is 
the piece for which he is most remembered. 

The Carol Singers (item 14) 
A music-hall song for the festive season, 'The Carol Singers' was composed by TC Sterndale Bennett in 1921 
and based on a familiar Christmas carol. It was made popular more recently by Robert Tear and Benjamin 
Luxon. 

The Wassail Song (item 15) 
The Wassail Song is a traditional English Christmas carol and New Year song, typically sung whilst 
wassailing, that is, while singing carols, wishing good health, adults and children, typically visiting the 
houses of wealthy parish people. The children have their own voice in this song, with three of the eight 
verses to sing. 

‘Reflections’ and ‘Closing In’ from Escapades (item 16) 
John Williams (1832 - ) is a very well-known American composer, particularly renowned for his film scores. 
These include Star Wars, Jaws, E.T. and many more, and he is considered a giant in the history of the cinema. 
Escapades for Alto Saxophone and Orchestra was adapted in 2002 from the music for the not-so-well-
known film ‘Catch Me If You Can’. His music is characterised by a strong sense of melody in a rhythmic 
framework that puts it very much into the 20th and 21st century. In 2012, Williams received the Brit Award 
for Outstanding Contribution to Music. 


